ACCOUNT 


Of the Firſt 


Voryacts and Discoverits 


Made by theSean1akps in America. 


Containing 
The moſt Exa@t Relation hitherto pub- 
liſh'd, of their unparallel'd Cruelties 
on the Indians, in the deſtruction of a- 
bove Forty Millions of People. 


With the Propoſitionsoffer'd to theKing of Spry, 
to prevent the further Ruin of the Weſt-Inazes. 


By Don Bartholomew de las Caſas, Biſhop of Chiaps, 
who was an Eye-witneſs of their Cruelties. 


_—_— 


Illuſtrated with Cuts. 


To which is added, :\Y A 
The Art of Travelling, ſhew __—_ a Man may 
diſpoſe his Travels to the beſt advantage. 


| I—— 


LONDON, £ 
Printed by F. Darby for D. Brown at the Black Swan 4 
and Bible without Temple-Bar, TJ. Harris at the _ = 
Harrow in Little Britaiz, and Andr. Bell at the 2 
ra{-keys and Bible.in Cornbil.  MDC.XCIX. a. 


fea > $egrth b afv'7, BE” A PR 
os LPs; 


en > — A I EE es 
<* __ 


Od > OLE 2:08 A294 AY TR RIOT Ar As * hg 
of - 


% 


R : Yoo) 
”, 4 ne 


TH 


ONTENTS: 


HE Introdution. page I. 

A particular Account of what the Spaniards 

did in Hilpamola. : 6, 

the Kingdoms containd in the Iſland of Hiſpaniola. 9g, 
the Iſlands of St. John and Jamaica, 18, 
the Iſland of Cuba. PEE... 

f the Continent. —_  - 
f the Province of Nicaraqua. 28. 
New Spain, 32. 
more particular Account of New Spain. a 
of the Kingdom of Guatimala. 41, 
New Spain ; of Panuco and Xaliſco. ---. o_ 
the Kingdom of Yucatan. 52. 
the Province of St. Martha. 60, 
the Province of Carthagena. 63. 
the Pearl-Coalt, and the Iſland of Trinkp4ns 64. 
the River Yuya-pari. 23 
f the. Kingdom of Yencuela. 74 
the Provinces of the Continent calld Florida, 80. 
the River de la Plata, or Silver River. 82. 


| f the great Kingdoms and Provinces of Peru. $4. 
d Letter from Frier Mark de Xlicia to the King: - 
# Spain againſt the Cruelties of the Spaniards. - © $87, 
Df the new Kingdom of Grenada, + BY, 
A Letter of Bartholomew de las Caſas concerning the 
> Spaniſh Cruelties in the Welſt-Indies. I OO. 
ff Fragment of a Letter relating to the ſame Affair. 10. 
The Biſbop of Chiapa's Diſcourſe to the Kirg of Spain in 
| order to prevent the ruin of the Weſt-Indies. 115. 
11s Propoſitions concerning the-Title mE the Kings of Spain 


: to America. | 138. 
| A 


The Contents. 


Diſpute between the Riſbop of. Chiapa and Dr- Sepu- 
DEE the lawfulneſ of the Wars made ly 

tbe Spaniards 0» the Indians. '%, FS 
The By of Chiaps's further Sentiments of that aff ar. 160. 
His Reaſons at large for ſubjefing the Welt-Indies to 
' the Crown of Spain, and thereby preventing the Ra. 
wages of the Spaniards there, G&c. "- "oo 


Om — —_—— 


Newly publiſh'd, 


N Inquiry concerning Virtue, in two Diſcourſes ; the firſ 
A of Virtue, and the belif of a Deiy ; the ſecond, of tht 
'. Obligations ro Virtue, Price bound in Calf 3 5. 

An Argument, ſhewing that a Seavding Army 1s inconſiſtepy wit! 
2 Free Government, and abſolutely deſtruftive to the Libertic 
of this Nation. In ewo Parrs. Price 12d. 

A Letter from che Author of the Argument againſt a Seandiny 
Army, to the Author of the Balancing Lerrer. Price 5 4. 
The Mihria Reform'd, or an eaſy Scheme of furniſhing Englani 
| with a conſtant Land-Force, capable to prevent or ro ſubdue any 
foren Power, and to maintain perperual Quier at home, with: 

our endangering the Public Liberry. Price 12 d. 

apo br foto fa wr prane Awe that a Reſtraint 01 

| $ is inconſiſtent wi Proceſtage Religion, and 

F i the Lg bee tices ; ©» - 2B 

| ro his Maj ing William concerning rhe Expedient; 
_ s Pans Predecefſors to ſupport the Exzliſh |, 

Some Remarks on the Providences of. God to this Nation duri 

, - the four laſt Reigns. The 2d Edition. lin Ne 

Price bound my. NU POUR Rs Bhy 

, concerning Government, by Algernon Sj Son ro 

Robert Earl of Leiceſter, nl An boa roy onal 
oy - England to Charles Guftevas King of Sweden, Pub- 
uy an Manuſcript + "Pri 

ae Foe one Manjo of the Agr, Pe hou 


Ss b 's : 
y «&.-* % 


ys 


i ths be " <8 3 


AF ACE. 
in, 4ng.c0 7 the Roya/Co un: 


< 4 


tho et tt 
Rs Large Tl 


2 ws 4 $i 


: "SS. 
8 


* ga % att $7 
Fark ES; 


2» 


COAL SAIIENS 


- 
VEL 
a A AAA AAA TE II 
oy ' a " 
- Lo "4.5 
" bk 4 3 a 
Ta, . _ [ ww. 


7”, 7 : 
{TER S 
f Re A - 4 #*; : ” 

1 of * b P 
if . *h -M&.. = 


& | 
37, {pv "4. 
4 A oY | % + ; "A -oX I, s iT) TT " "is 


, 4 - : 
o 
» 

4 & Y _ * 
«.T S «. 

q , - 7 < 

% 
25S 


"a Tina 0 IS; : . 
| | bye jougrief 
<7 7 47 Wonder, an & L 
"ID C1, | race hwy v 2uon a 
RF - | dC. dro £5 gr 


"he 4-7 


The / PK 'EFACE. 

'T'ss no leſs « Subjet? of ©Admiration rhat 4 Book 
of this, flamp, which # of ſharply'in Per "cut ia, 
and Fyr anny, ſhould; che {t hr um P v1 Sa Yar 
this time of day in Fratice, where thEC911 a2 
ligious Liberty of Stbjttts 5 Pave not. Treew 
for with the utmoſf Cit; of t the 
Prince has'long ſince ber "Lav, "#yd Dy agoons 
. 'of lats'years1 principel Miſſnere for 1 the Pro- 


ation of the *hogrk 
his Tr $antſh i the 


reatifſe was firſÞ winpo in 
yy of: the Re os of Ch 43d mas. 
Lflred - and printtd' tn wore Lon- 


vided 


long * ſince 
Bw ns; esthancone;-but having lately 
10” 


Modetu "Brench" at Paris, *ris Top'd 
i er fromthe Prench wilt-nor be Wecept a 
ble 70” rhe" 4 ſþ "Nation. be fare. es 


= £ the G : » 1}. 
qricalls to the ; Cert - oeenfs 
, than [7 Hs or 


. LS T7% 
_ . hs 6 © | »% 5% 
wo " "I : »., 
t> : . # d 


” ; » : ' - ® 
a p - , * 3 : " « oe þ P, 2) i . 
©» - L ” : p '2 a \ bY » : ' 
= = - 
| ana nas Doe Fe 
= : Fp G z, i <1 o oE Y . 
. » - %* + % - . - 4 dy ® 
- | . _ Co GH - = & , : £ 
»% SET 4 
» « . - £5 


ar 4 FA 


art of a San 
rhinkes occur wore thay on rs 95g be Tos on 
a to mention 


them 


Gr one hand, that He Bip on 


23 
wing _ oh . - 
— » <4 6 4 
4 , 
WF. 
7 IS» 


3 
2 


v- 
% 


MATER! 


TAS 4 1 


De 7 


+ 


- 
yt 


_— 2 
x- "_ bk" 
> * 


GG .' = 


y ; 
The;P REFACE 
s $4 [%. \ . F; | . 
4 3 : _ 
"0 
1, | (Mg | 


ents for the: 
hats 


oy 


F = » 
| "F © 4 _— F Y / 
” 4 IST If.» Seb 
. py > R F* 4 
Cn x 4 v7 
T.C | 

F , N FR 6 - 
SEA > - 3 $9e-L my”. ; 


 form164 'F 


- 
, 


L F - * 
T © p : 
_ 4 M4 | 6 


6s F % . $-, 
$5 


* Se 4s 


» " 
"ut £ 
by 


PIE. +,5-6.4.4 


—_ | Ve D, Wc 


oy A 


_ 


- RF 
s -& . FJ 
0: mn is - 
33 
'4 
< 
1 


TY 
4" 
«ww 


on 
% 
6 
Y 
£ 
N 
E 


on 


% 
> 
- 


4 


#42 3 


Ee: 


EL 
$6 
yoo. or 


- py 


hel 
= 


> Y 
\ 
bl 
£S TO 
) 
w 

LY 
4 

Je 2 

" 


: 


FU, 


A F 
Bn 


Wet © 


L |S 2D 
| 4 
\ 3.58. 


ng 
A 


ba 34 $5.49 


"Fry 4g 
«>, 
s pa 


"= | 
L *o..- TY j 
. i i 
af n 


. 


V4 


Y 
- 
"4 ”. 


wats 


gb 5 F 
0 MS, 


F 
. wal 


” 
4 


- 
s 


a. 


\ UT, y 


= 


© os 


43K 
— — ———  — I —— — 
_ - * » 
C 54 494% 
- 2 PI TITEL, 
4 — —_ 
2 - * 4 


__— 
—_— — 
- . 


z o 


TT 


« 


- 44 
oF 
a « 


. S pe " .. > YL b, F 

I; $7. : 7 
Fe : - " 

5 ; . 


128 


«; 46 $ > —_— 
Cc f - v = - A, pu "3 . 


met 


#7 k . 
- Pp SY * 
Mn fr. UF Ph 
. . \ +» 
C 5 } 


ly fimple, ey Know 


"4 


© wg» 


* 


= and Submiſlive, exento this $p: Ne w ye] pave ſub- 


F 
= 


«#., 
; At bo 
NF gY 


3 2 
wi 
CI 


0 


ent 


PR 
SE 


* 
oy 


Ok thaw 
og that care'and 'diffraftion in 
Mp Buſineſs inyolves"others. | 


and Cruelttefin the Weſt-Indies. 5 
| e, above  bifry. Millions have died, in 


”y 
Y 


Fn Conn S890 


Y 


4 of 
S l - 5 4 jt ka wr 
FY © " i | 


" 
. 
- W 
© + .x% 
o 
by 
- EY 


a 


> T7 
G : $+,v - 7 
ou P31 fe ry \ 


OP 


j ”" 
IX 
» x be . 
; *. 


Gags 


A% 
EF, 


: 
Ms AP; 
3M 
oſs AAS : 


ads 


CAT TY. 


® 
* 4 ' Fe % . A q ' 
> - yI.- _ = 555 "7 _— I £ x , 
SY | | Tr oro Pwr apt. Sabe:*; 
Fs. ' F 4 HS. 
=Y d 7 a” ”* 4 "_ £ þ > = © og! 6 & P54 » (gt % 
$ Yo OG EI TY ing gr repo mg ee opt” we” 
e. . s | ' 
mY - — , 
—% wp" Mb + ; V1 2.5 | 4.0 : Fare w 
\ .. ” , . P 4 
a 
-4 
4 "ns t Lt F on Anda Os. 2 + 
_ b"4 SIE Y ry \ < 
nets A os 
»<C; b 4 
Farah, 
. 
« x % 
> & 
2 
”" 
wh 
"A 
A 
- | ” 4 —» _ Yy . 4 —_ _ 
$4 ; 0; LIFE 
[4 -y 4 
3 


Os 
7 
* 4 
< 
; gr 
« 
"YT 
bY 
v 


" ; 
a s | fifty 
Kar ty ES RS 
Sin 


| abt ng us fine as 


A i" mie 4 531 us 
Z b 


. hi 4 AS ERRAT Fi b 96s 
. A | $4 31-8687 , 


put. in'2 Ship to be 
Fehers-were at the ſame tithe 
' to fer Sail, -whenall'on 
'Tempeft, wine 
& and. ſunk 'em, with 
n' board,” 


. 


= 


za(® =— : 
» | ty” bs of” Wet - 


- 


bn « $eaif%- 


Fu 


Re 


at Dk 


FR 


_ OT. o* 
[a FA My : ry 


ſchves: froin-the'Fury of /the Spun; 
__ by 'the Governor © 
LY 1643 05 I 199 41rd: wil ris 


oy 


ED at wa 
= 26- o u 4" OWFOG 
noon "” *. DR 


"a; fe 4 _— ag 42 
« Ns Ba 8: phys 
mer. Apatie” 
Ne eo 
vgs gens 
WZ - 


aſonable pr gee 9D. 
ſary are WT as | $34 


\ » 


_y 
"_ . 
Ws 
"$3 #\ 
wo "© 
4 o » L e , 
To ? 


Wor», 
a7 


-boPigr 
— S' 


gre” 


ey 


- bt AVTO veg oy "3; y3* 2 2 ah, » 
- o | TT "wh Fa. : $9 Wy _ —_ | cu 
: rats a Ce 2 OH 8 
-}. by | a ed yy 4s a4, I 


7 heres; 
ras -; nf . 


« da Va * 
tr, 
u* 


4 A! 


6 " %, 
s 
wy 

EL 


” 
P: 
. 


Gy 


7 


by 


*% 


IT | 


r_—_ 


\ 


* 
o 


ts 
by 1# wy 


. 
LP, 


ch, 
oF © 
"4 


*, 


Ls = bs 
q 


% 


» < X G 
+ Ts es 
Luka 


"x" 
we 42 eZ 3 


GSH avoOHSas 


RR. A © FT * 


n_— 
= mY 


DP 


- 


'wd Craelties in the Weſt-Indies. "+7 
ſpace" of a few Years. The Spaniards oblig'd theſe 
poor Creatures to carry Burdens” of fourſcore: or ;a 

wdeed pound weight: for a hundred or' two hun- 
ed Leagues. And that they might travel! the 
vat" eaſe, they wanld 'make; theſe Indians carry 
in Chairsand Horſe-litters on their Shoulders: 

sd; ent like Beaſts'of- Burdento,carry their 

- and'what they pleas'd either for their Pro- 


Fe or Pleaire, ſo that the Backs and Shoulders of 


EPoor Slaves mb! ou \, cg _— 'd 
0s Breet Wal ir. Burdens, - Theſe in- 
"rrp ot ſecure *em from Blows 

1 gel and Whips, accompanied with Curſes, 
#great"many* other-{Puniſhments.” - Bot 
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Of the Ifend of Cuba. 


Spaniards paſs'd into the Ifland of Cubs in 
he Year 53 1,.. which contains as much ground 


eng a9 from V glidolid to: Rome. There were 


y fine 8nd flour 


reſt. On the contrary, they ſeem?'d to 
| 'redoubled their Cruelty upon thoſe People. 
| '& divers things in this Iſland: that de- 
remark'd. A-rich and potent Fa 
tbiley.was retir'd into the. of dr Ha 
at Slavery"and Death Tay 
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to to reduce uk 10 4 miſerable ſtate of Slavery, 
E- pen + 4 to death. "Upon whichhe took a Boy 
 M full of Gold and N nable J Y els which he had with 
$ him, and expoſmg” it<to'their view 3. "Here us ( ſays 
he) the God Py he t whom we muſt bonour 
with, cr Sports ahd Dates: ſee uf we can appeaſe 
pro ae him opitions "to, 3 that ſo be may 
to. "fe "wu any Injury. 
fell alcaping 
x, /til}:they had quite 
. After" the Cacique 
Harhoey's ming his- Diſcourſe, contirved 20 ſpet 
toithem intheſe tepms: If we v, keegs God'(fays he) 
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nal Torment, if he continued obſtinate in his Infi- 
deliry. Hathucy reflecting on the matter," as mach 
as the Place and Condition in which he was wovld 
'ask'd the Frier that in{troced him, whe- 
ther the Gate of Heaven was opea to the Spaniards ; 
gs anſwer'd that ſuch of'?em as were 500d 
' for entrance there: The Cacyque, 
any farther deliberation, rold him, he had 
no-mind-to go to Heaven, for fear of meeting with 
yernel and wicked Company as they were ; bur 
ould much rather chooſe to g0- to Hell, where he 
t begeliver'd from the crodbleſon Feht of ſuch 
of P : To ſo great a degree have the wicked 
Adgions an *Gruelties of the Spaniards difttonor'd 
God and his Religion in the Mind: of the Americans. 
One day there came to us s great number of the 
Inhabitants of a - famous City ' fitvate above 10 
from the place whers- Wh lodg'd," to com- 
Ramen -:% and Net they all ſorts of roviſions and 


dyocation Fre), Fn bo neqp bf - 
wi: = ; and whatever *endeavours were 
A inhuman 
is to reduce . vm” to Reaſon; reſolutely 
bent /to ſatiate their bratal Rage by this 
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22 A Relationof the Spaniſh Yojeres 
of qur-ProteQion. | They knew well enough what 
Authority 1 had over the Spancards, and 1 gave 'em 
my word, . no Injury ſhoxild be offer'd 'em; for the 
5-2 pry and Mdlacres their Country-men had 
_ had ip rn 5p bro Ay throygh all the 
urance I gave.,em was With 
che Conſent an Advice of the 2apt n and other 
flicers. When we.enter'd into.this-Province, two 
came; to us, and. the ve- 
of our Troops, 
Promiſe that had. been 
reds ſentence 'em to be burnt, 
rea Page ec p29 death, 
vie e Stra- 
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| the fithe manner; and he would ina ſhort time have 
' off Opec the whole end, fo Death, which wok 
jim, ovt r of the way very h -for thoſe" 
Wfetches, had notſhelter'd Tie om his Cruelties 
F ow r with with my own Eyes hots ſix thouſand 
hildre 1 die «ba 7 ce of three or four Months, 
bir rents” being forc'd to abandon *rm, being 
gemim'd Oc _ ines. . Aﬀter this the Spaniards 
00 IF « Relotorion to purſue thoſe- Indians that 
yere Tetir'd into the Mountains, and maſſacred'tmul- 
Utinles of %m 3 fo that this Hand Was depopulared 
md Hic waſtein a very little time: ' And"tiva'moſt 
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ſeparated from their Wives and Children, of lgling 
theix Liberty, 'and of being.condemn'd ro a. cruel 

eath, without baving, ever been. inſtructed in-.the 
xims and Principles of our. Religion. And*the 
oor Creatures muſt, be oblig*d_to render an exa& 
bedience to a King they had never ſcen'or heard 
"tillthey.were inform'd of. bim by theſe Meſſen- 
rers of his that treated %em ſo inhumanly. 
».. This y and impioy 
the inſatiable deſire of. heaping 
ged-the Indians that dwelt, bott 
Cities with Impunity;, while 
ecuring themſelves agajn 
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tains, £0-avoid the Tyranny of their. Perſecutors, 
in a great rage fell upon-the poor Wretches, and 
killing all the Men they could: catchy carried”away 
three, or fourſcore Women Priſoners. © -The Intians 
that 'd being highly incens'd, came in Armsto 
attack the Spaniards, to try- if«they could oblige 
*mto 4 "qr Prey Theſe ſeeing the, Indians 
" - NEA Ne AE yon Fagryrs to ſurrender 
;. Booty they taken, ftab'd. the,Women and 
he the preſence af their Husbands and Fathers, 
papecre ſeiz'd with: Horrbraand- Deſpair. kt the 
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Province after the ſame manner he- had 'done thoſe 
of other Kingdoms. Here he committed ſo many 
Enormities, ſuch Robberies and Malſlacres, that *tis 
—_— for any Pen. to. relate 'em all. Heſent 

into this Province, which is bigger than 
Le County 'of Row/illon, who "maſſacred almoſt al 
the inhabitants, without any regard to Age, Sex or 
Quality, © 1f theſe poor Creatures faiPd ro bri 
he a certain meaſure of Corn which they exa&t 

em,” or did not ſend into fa Service ſuch a 
nuwber of -Slaves as they demand {Pore non 
#ithout Mercy. And this Country 

as has been faid ): there was 5 Ps ice” em 
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Planks. and pieces of- Timber for. the. building of 
Veſſels. Th ' forced 'em to go.and ſeek for Honey 
and .W, ws in the Mountains, yen. they were-de- 

Tygers ;,.,' Women big with Child-were 
Exem: | hard Services, and- often 
riſh'd Fart FO Fruit, under the preives 
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deal of Severity ; for-he threaten'd to 'em alive 
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niſh'd *'em in this Country for the Maſſacres and 
Robberies they had committed in other parts of 
the bues. 

When they came into' Florida, they found it plen- 
tifully ſtor'd with People, who were wiſe and well 
diſciplin'd both in Civil Afﬀairs, and in Morals: 
they immediately began to caſt a Terror through- 
out the Country by I know not how many Maſla- 
cres; ſo that the poor Indians who had never 
known any thing like it, were put into a mighty 
Cotiſternation. The Spaniards us'd *em inſtead of 
Beaſts of burden to carry their Arms, Utenſils and 
Proviſions: yet the Inhabitants of one great Town 
expreſs'd abundance of Joy at their arrivaL,-enter- 
tain'd *em with the beſt they had, and furniſhd *em 
with plenty of Proviſions as long as they continued 
there; they offer'd *em 600 of their ſtrongeſt men 
to carry their Baggage, and look fo their Horſes. 
Yet the Spaniſh General was fo little touch'd with 
the courteſie of theſe People, that he killd their 
Prince with a Lance, that io he might be in a better 
condition to pillage them, who litrle thought of 
ſuch abloody fa&'ss this, and other Cruelties with 
which their: barbarous Gueſts requited their kind- 
neſſes. They with their Swords and Lances kill'd 
all the Inhabitants of another” Town, who ſtood 
upon their Guard, and endeavonr'd to defend, 
themſelves from the Hoſtilities of theſe Tyrants. 
They put Men and Women, great and fmall, Maſ- 
ters and.Servants all to the Sword, without any 
reſpe& either to Age, Sex or Quality. In another 
Village a Spaniſh Captain kill'd above 200 Indians : 
he cut off rhe Lips and Noſes of others, and ſent 
*em away in this condition to terrify the reſt of the 
Country by ſo horrible a ſight. Theſe Cruelties 
hinder*'d the ſucceſs of the Miſſions of our Apoſto- 
lick Men in tht Indies, who had no good reaſons to 
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produce. to theſe poor Wretches to excuſe ſuch 
Barbarities as theſe, One may ealily gueſs by this 
Inſtance what love the Indians muſt have for the Ca- 
tholicks, and whart confidence they can put in their 
Promiſes,  Whar Idea can they-have .of God, when 
he is deſcribed to 'em as infinitly good and merciful? 
What can. they think of his Law, which they are 
to!d. is ſo holy and juſt ; when they ſee thoſe that 
profeſs to obſerve it; not ſcruple to commit all theſe 
Crimes? 

Moſt of theſe' cruel Villains periſt'd miſerably 
withont the leaſt contrition or repentance ; and tho 
God is infinitely, gracions and merciful, there is 
reaſowenough to fear they are condemn'd to eter- 
nal Torments. 
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Of the River de la Plata, or Silver-River, 


Ciera Spaniſh Captains have undertaken Voyages 
a3 to the Silver-Riper, ſince-the year 1502. The 
Country upon it 1s of a vaſt extent, and contains ma- 
ny great Kingdoms-and noble Pxovinces. The 1n- 
habrtaats are a very rational and civil fort of Peo- 
ple,” and live at a conſiderable diſtance from the 
other Indians; whicharender'd it an eaſy matter 
$0 the Spaniards to moleſt *em with impunity, and 
to, exerciſe all their wonted Rapine and Cruelty 
among*em., They every where carry with *em the 
, ſame. deſign of enriching and making themſelves 
” great and powerful at the coſt of theſe unhappy 
; People, whom they plunder of their Treaſure, as if 
c were the ſpoil of a juſt and lawful War, Wher- 
ever they come, they uſe the ſame ways and means 
to -compaſs their delign; they torment and kill the 
P cones, pillage and deſtroy the Country, _ ruining 
whole Nati 


' Nations to pollefs themſelves of their Gold 
and SUver. On 
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- On the Banks of the Silver- River they have de- 
ſroy'd divers great Provinces and Kingdoms ; and 
cut the Throats of multitude of Indians, treating 
em with all the Cruelties they conld invent : for 
when they were at- this vaſt diſtance from Spain, 
they did not much fear the King's Authority ; be- 
lieving the remoteneſs of the place where they com- 
mitted their Crimes, would ſecure %*em from. the 
danger of ſuffering tor ?em. This hope of impu- 
nity- made *em more barbarouſly cruel in this Coun- 
try:than in others ; fo that they liv'd here after the 
moſt licentious manner. imaginable, without the 
leaſt regard to Law or Juſtice. However ſome of 
their Actions have been reported to the Council of 
the Indies. A certain Governor one day command- 
ed his Souldiers to enter into a Town, and maſla- 
cre all the Inhabitants, if they ſhould refuſe to 
give *em what proviſions they wanted. The. Sol- 
diers prompted by. this Order, and ſupported by 
the Authority of the Governor that ſent *em, kilPd' 
5000 of theſe poor Creatures; who looking on 
the Spaniards as. their declared Enemies, were not 
willing to truſt *em, or to have any commerce 
with 'em; and therefore hid themſelves, not ſo. 
much to avoid giving *em what 'they as'kd, as to 
eſcape the points of their Swords, The other In-, 
cans were ſo terrihed by this ſlaughter, that they 
readily offer'd themſelves 4n great numbers to ſerve 
the Spaniards. - Thele Indians when they were one 
day calPd by the'Governaur to,receive ſome orders 
from hint; I know-nort by what hap, made ſome de- 
lay to-prefent themſelves before him ; upon which 
he coribadded 'm to be deliver'd up to another 
Nation-of Indians. who were their-mortal Enemies. 
The pobr Wiretches"as ſoon as they heard this cruel 
Sentence, 'cried out moſt hideouſly, entreating the 
Spaniardswith tears in their Eyes/ rather fo. Kill em. 
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outright with their Swords and Lances, than to 
abandon 'em to the rage of their ſworn Enemies, | 
Nor could they by any means be got out of the | 
houſe were they were ; upon. which the Spaniargs 
hew'd *em in pieces oneafter, another 3 while the poor 
Indians complain'd to 'em of their barbarity, expreſ- 
ſing themſelves with hearts full ofanguiſh and deſpair 
after this manner : We came voluntarily to meet you, 
to offer our Service to you, and to ſbew you all tbe re 
ſpet# we could ;, and all the return you make 10 our king- 
neſs 'is to murder us without pity. Our Blood that i; 
daſh'd on every fide upon the Walls of this Houfe ſhall be 
an everlaſting witneſs. of your cruelty, and cry for ven- | 
geance againſt you for the unjuſt death you make us ſuffer, 
"Tis impollible to refle& on this Action without be- 
ing moy*d both with horror and compaſſion. 


. Of the great Kingdoms and Provinces of Perv. 


Spaniſh Cognmander with,a 
Soldiers enter*d theſe Kingdoms with the Ti- 
tle of-Governour;z and with a Reſolution to heap 
up a vaſt Treaſure in a little time. He had already 
. Even ſome proofs of bis $kill and capacity on the 
Continent ; and -he every day perfefted. himſelf 
mars and more Ly the Art of a of throats 
ad -pillaging. He. was naturally cruel, without 
Faith, Honour or Religion ; by: fot no other 
God than Gold or Flyer, and therefore gave him- 
ſelf liberty to commit all ſorts of Erimes,to get theſe 
Metals any way in the world. He did abundance 
of, miſchicf inthe large Provinces of Peru.” *'Tis 
not pelvic to repreſent to the life what Perſecuti- 
on$the Inhabitants of this rich Country underwent ; 
and what cruel. forts of death they were made to 


p ſuffer, 


L.a great number of 
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ſuffer, to extort their Gold and Silver from *em. 

When this Governonr firſt enter*d Peru, he rifled 
divers Villages, and took away prodigious quantities 
of Gold, He then paſ'd into an Ifland (not far 
from this Kingdom) which is very pleaſant, fruit- 
ful and popnlous. The Prince of this Iſland, toge- 
ther with the Inhabitants, came ont'to meet the $Spa- 
wards, and received 'em with great joy and civility. 
But in the ſpace of ſix months, which time the Spa- 
wards continued here,they conſum'd all the Corn and 
other Proviſions they fonnd in the Iſland. After this 
they diſcover®d that the Indians had hid ſome Corn 
under ground, to keep againſt a time of ſcarcity, for 
- theſubliſtence of their Wives and Children ; which 
they were conſtrain'd to leave to the diſcretion of the 
Spaniards, who took poſſeſſion of it as their own Pro- 
perty ; and hereby reduc'd theſe poor People to the 
utmoſt neceſſity. Soon after this they left the Iſland, 
but firft kilPd a great many of the People, and car- 
ried away the'reſt with *em for Slaves. Thus by the 
many Cruelties they committed,. this Iſland is quite 
f depopulated. 

From 'hence they went into the Iſle of Tumbala, 
here is ſituate near the Continent ; here they maſ- 


cred all the Inhabitants that fell 'into their hands. 
he reſt frighted' at this cruel ſlaughter, fled every 
my my could to avoid 'em 3 and tho they did this 
only. to ſave their Lives, it was interpreted a Rebel- 
lion agaiaſt the King of Spain; but was only an Ar- 
tifice of. this Tyrant to entrap theſe miſerable Peo- 
ple, that he might make *em ſurrender to him all 
the Gold and Silver they had : which they brought 
to him un; Jo quantities, while he ſtil] demanded 
greater; being reſolv'd to leave 'em nothing: And 
when he had ſtrip'd em of all they had,he told 
them he receiv'd *em into the number of the King of 
Spain's SubjeRts; and pretended a great deal of ger 
| G 3  - 
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neſs to*em, promiſing he would treat 'em as his 
friends, and not do 'em the leaſt hurt for the time 
to come. This Hypocrite was for plundering the 
Indians, and Ie”) ng em with menaces of the 
King of Spain's diſpleaſure z but had the Policy not 
to receive *em into the number of this Prince's Vaſ- 
ſals, till he had robb'd *em of all they had. And 
yet the Title of the King of Spairs Subjects did 
' not ſecure 'em for the future from his Inſults and 
Robberies. | 
" The name of the Soveraign. Prince and Empe- 
ror of all theſe Kingdoms was Atabalipa, who 
brought with him an innumerable Army of naked 
men, who made uſe of a ridiculous ſort, of Wea- 
Pons, not underſtanding the force of the Spaniards 
Swords and Lances, and Horſes, with which theſe 
Indians had never been acquainted ; he advanc'd his 
Troops near the Spaniards, crying with a great deal 
of courage, Where are theſe Spaniards ? T'll never leave 
*7m till they have made me;ſatisfattion for all my SubjeGs 
that bave been kill d by them , of all my Towns which 
they have burnt, and"of all my Riches which they bave 
carried away, - The Spaniards came to meet this 
Prince in good order and well-arm'd, and made 2 
horrible laughter amang his Souldiers ; they took 
the King bimſelf, who was carried on a ſtately Seat 
upon the Shoulders of his Subje&ts. - This Prince 
finding himſelf in this miſefable Condition, began 
to treat with *em about chis' Ranſom, ' for which 
he promiſed to give 'em 4 Millions of Crowns : for 
this Sum they engag'd'to give him his Liberty ; yet 
would not ſtand to their own Agreement, but 
obliged him to aſſemble all his People, who to obey 
their Prince's order came together in Crowds. This 
King bore ſuch a ſway in the minds of his SubjeRs, 
that he boaſted that the Leaves of the Trees in the 
Woods durſt not move without his order. "He told 
> 3 on TL T OTC ne . the 
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the Spaniards he was their Priſoner, and they had 
row. power to put himto death if they pleas'd. 
Uponthis rhey held a Council of War to deliberate 
what to_do with him; and refolv'd to burn him 
with a gentle Fire: only. there was one Captain not 
euite ſo inhuman as the reſt, who told 'em they 


 ovght to content themſelves with ſtranzling him, 


and then burning him after he was dead. When 
the King was inform'd that he was condemn'd to 
die, he thus expret(s'd himſelf; Why will ye needs put 
me to death-? What Crime have I commutted againſt 
? Did you not jromiſe to reſtore me my Liberty, pro- 
vided I would pay that Fine of Gold you impos'd on me ? 
Have not I grven you a greater Sum than you demanded ? 
However if you are reſold to kill me, firſt ſend me at 
leaſt to the King of Spain. . But all his Complaints, 
all his juſt Reproaches and Proteſtations could nor 
hinder them from burning him. *Tis eafy to ſe 
that the Spaniards_had no right to make War with 
this Prince, and to treat him ſo inhumanly. But 
the Captivity of this King, the Sentence of Death 
pronounc'd againſt him, and the Cruelty with which 
they put” it in execution, after 'they had extorted 
ſuch vaſt Treaſures from him, all ſufficiently diſco- 
ver the Genius of theſe Tyrants, and of what In- 
juſtice and Violence they have been guilty both 
againſt the Princes and People of the new World. » 
-I have a Letter from a Monk of the Order of 
St. Francis written to the King of Spain, by which 
it will appear how the Spaniards behav'd themſelves 
towards the Jydians : The very Terms of which 
Letter P11 here fet down. 


I,*Frier Mark de Xlicia of the Order of St. Francis, 
General of all the Monks of the ſaid Order m Peru, who 
came into this Country with the Spaniards that firſt im- 
vaded it, do teſtify what I bave ſeen with my own Eyes of 

| G 4 the 
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the manner of their treating the People of this new World, 
Having been an Eye-witneſs,.1 bave a certam knowledg y; 
o the Diſpoſition and Manners of the Inhabitants of Pe- 8 it 

ru; they area meek, good-bumour'd and peficeable Na. i « 

tion, and bave y ny a great deal of eFion and Re. 
ſee to the Spaniards ; '1 bave ſeen "em give 'em great 

Sums of Gold and Silver, and -_ of 4 great value 
very readily ;, they render'd *em all the Services they could 
require of *tm with all the diligence that could be reaſonably 
defied, They never offer'd to make War with 'em, nor | 
ſo much as to put themſelyes in a poſture of Defence, till 

they bad recewy'd all imaginable Injuries from *em, and 
were thereby conſtrained to it contrary to their Inclina- 
tions, They gave the Spaniards as many Men and 
Women as they needed for their Domeſtack Buſineſs ; 
and when they bad receiv'd 'em into their Towns and 
Villages with all the Honours tbey could think of, they 
ſupplied *em liberally with all the ucceſſar Accommoaa- 
tions of Life, 

+ I farther teſtify, that the Spaniards- witbout baving 
receiu'd the leaſt "cccalng of oo: from the Indians, 
ſeiz'd their preat Caci e Ata a, ſoon after they 


enter'd bis Ci burnt him they bad recciv'd 
four Millions Gold of _ bim, and after baving taken 
:mmenſe Sums out of bis Province without | Refaſt ance, 


They inflided the ſame Puniſhment on imaca bis 
C Fr. us General, 2 Bhep be my to meet them in an ami- 
cable manner with many Noblemen of Peru. 4 
; few days after another great Lord of the Province of 
Quitonls ſuffer'd the ſame. fate ; for ah, - jy po burnt 
bim witbout having the. leaſt occaſion gi 


'em for ſa 
cruel an Aion ; With the like Bavborit y.9wd Injuſtice 


they burnt Schapera the Prince of the Cooks They 
jt ages ayer the feet wt 7 Ag, he ft fir Mearrh Lord 

him. to. @ great 
many NNE to make him ng K. Atabalipa's 
TO of _ be was wherly ignorant, as. —_ 
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dently appear'd by the ſequel, They condemn'd Coco- 
pagaganga to the ſame who was Prince o 
the Prowmece of Quitonia : He ſuffer 'd bimſclf to 
' over perſwaded by the Treaties = Sebaſtjan Banal 


a Spaniſh Captazn, to come in an amicable manner op | 


enger bjmſelf to the Spaniards ;, this Captain baving 
A bl weed that ae jy  ſbould be done bim ;, yeh, 
| contraxy to. this promiſe, be was burnt alive, with ſeveral 
Caciques be/ides : and I bave been inform'd, that the 
Spaniards defign'd to ſhew no Mercy to any Indian in 
the Country. 
I] moreouer affirm, that I my « a bave ſeex the Spa- 
niards in ſeveral places Lang. he Noſes, "Ears and 
Hands of Indian Men and A aq without any Provo- 
cation, 11 cold Blood ( as it ſcen#d ) pr fort ue of 
doing Miſchief, which is a moſt inexcuſable ſort of Bar- 
barity. 1 bave ſeen the Spaniards ſet thee fierce and 
| s at the Indians to bear "emp ins and de- 
our 'e74. And Þ bave ſeen” *em to'fſo many 
nog and Villages, that *tis impoſſuble I ſhould verollet# 
the number of **m. *Tus certain they bave torn Children 
from their Mothers Breaſts, and thrown 'em with all their 
Bos as far.as they could, to divert themſelves with this 
brutiſb Sport. I have often been a Witneſs of --many other 
Cruelties of this nature, which bave fill d me with 2 Dread 
and Horror ;, but I ſhould be too prolix and tedious to give 
the Ditail of 'em. ? 
I proteſt, hs once the Spaniards when they bad: af- 
ſembled the greateſt number of [ndians they could in three 
great Houſer, ſet. fire to *ems and burnt 'em all alive, 
phage any reaſon, baving not receiv'd the leaſt affrons 
fo : An a certain Prieſt, whoſe name was Ocana, 
LY to take a yourig Child out of the 
Fas 4 Spaniard that ſaw bim, took the Child from 
and immediately caſt it againinto the Fire, where 
i was burnt with the reſk. 'This Spaniard the ſame day 


he committed this'black and curſed. dion, died Peg 


| 


3 


go A Rilation-of: the Spaniſh Voyages 
as be was going to the Camp ;, and I' was of opinion that 
bis Carcaſe.ought not to.be interred. 

. I bave' ſeen the Spaniards: ſend Deputies to the Ca. 
ciques' and; chief Indians, 40 engage 'em to come ans 
meet *em without fear, promiſing em to employ their [1. 
gereſt with the King of Spain on therr bebalf : but 4s ſoon 
as they were come upon the: Credit of. the Promiſes that 
bad brew given 'em, they-were burnt without Pity, or any 
formal Proceſs. Tmo. of the moſt illuſtrious and con/ide- 
rable Indians were burnt #n my fipht,one at Andonia, and 
the other at Tumbala. All the Efforts I made to ſecure 
*18 from ubt Flames, and ta pet *em out of the hands of 
theſe bloody Wretches, were to no purpoſe; my Diſcourſes 
and Exhbortations made no impreſſion on *'em. [I can 
ſay with's good Conſcience, \and in the preſence of God, 
that ſo. far' as bbave been able to learn, by the long time 
1 have been: among em, the Inbabitants of Peru have 
never fomented any Mutiny. or Rebellion, or done the leaſt 
Injury tothe Spariiards, who bave treated them ſo inhu- 
manly ; but whatever Torments they. bave ſuffer d, they 
ſeem'd'to have laid aſide the thoughts of Revenge. And 
when they. found the Spaniards were | always deceiving 
'em, and breaking tbe-Promiſes theymade em; when they 
found they treated *em with ſo much Tyranny, contrary to 
al Law aud: Equity 31.and that they did not ſcruple 10 
commit -all | ſorts of Outrages againſt. *'em, they rather 
cboſe to die, than to be continually expoPd to ſuch 1i- 


ſeries. | 


#1 bave been inform'd by the Accounts the Indians 
tbemſclves have giveny/ that. there is a'pregt deal more 
Gold among *em undiſcoverdthan' bag been yer found ; 
tbe il Uſage and Cruelty of the Spaniards baving made 
em conceal it :' and they are reſold never to diſcover it 
while they aretreated with ſo much Injuſtice 'an4 Tyranny, 
but will rather. die as their :Companions baye done, who 
bave been put to death with (p much Cruelty. The Injurics 
offer'd theſe poor. Indians arefuery bainous Sins in the 


fight 
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fight of . God, and contrary to the Intereſt and Service of 


the K gy, who has been, cheated of more Treaſure in Peru 


than wi keep all the People in Caſtile. 


« 


Thus far the Letter of that Monk, which was 


confirm'd by the Atteſtation of the Biſhop of Mexi- 


co: He was an Eye-witneſs of what he here relates, 


for he-went through this Country -for the ſpace of 


fourſcore or 2 hundred Leagues, and contined there 


nine or ten years, in a. time when there were but 


few Spaniards there. But as ſoon as it was reported 
in $p4jn,that this new. World was ſo fplj of Gold, 
there probontly came-four or five thopſand-People; 
who. ſpread themſelyes: through theſe -noble Pro- 
vinces, and poſſeſs'd five. or ſix hundred Leagues of 


the Country, which. they entirely ruined, commit- | 
ting all thoſe Difordexs and Crimes that have been 


mention'd before, - Fhey have deſtroy'd a great ma- 
ny more People here than this Frier takes notice of 
I ring any fear of God 


in. his Letter :.and without ha 

before their Eyes, or any Tegane ta the King, or 
the leaſt ſentiment, of Compaſſion. to. their fellow- 
Creatures, they have, almoſt deſtroy*d_ one half of 
Mankind ; for in the, Provinces of - Peru alone they 
have Killd above forty Millions of People. 
: A few days after what I-have related 


abaye, they 


ſhe was Wife to Prince Elingue, -who ſtill governs 
this Province in quality of King:: the Spaniards did 
what they could, to ſeize this Prince's Perſon, and 
omitted no Tricks and Artifices to accompliſh- it ; 


this was the occaſion-of his Revolt againſt the Spa-- 
niards, "#ad he has ever ſince continned their declar'd; 


Enemy,- i They took his Qpeen contrary to the Rules 
of Equity and Juſtice ; and ?tis aid they kill'd her 


at a time when ſhe was big with Child, meerly tovex 
and grieye the-King her. Husband, who lpv'd her 


very 


kilPd a great Queen with Arrows made of Reeds; » 
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very tenderly. If all the Maſſacres the Spaniarg; 
have committed in Peru ſhould be recounted, every 
one would be aſtoniſh'd at the recital, and the num. 
ber of *em after an exat Computation would ſur- 
os non and appear too great to be 
liev? | 


COTS 


Of the new Kingdom of Grenada. 
ſ Great- number” of Spaniards went. from Yene- 
eucla, the Ifle of St. Martha, and Cartbageng 
inthe yeat 1536, to make a Diſcovery of Peru - Di- 
very others went up higher, three hundred Leagues 
FX beyond St. Martha" and C - to diſcover 
o thoſe excellent Countries that were very fertile, and 
foll "of People of a mild and ſociable Temper; 
where is abundance of Gold and precions Stones 
found, 'eſpecially Emeralds :- they gave this King- 
dom-the name of New Grenada, becanſe' the Cap- 
tain that firſt ſet his foot in it was born at Grenada. 


mpanred him were very profligate 
me! cruel; they ſhed human Blood 


" that BY ' nob gef®his ſhare 
'had*got before him in ra- 


*Ringdom'o — em 7 leaſure, 
'& IULUT tim Kit all bis heart 
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in the Cruelties and Robberies he committed here ; 
et being enrag'd to ſee ſuch a valuable Prey eſcape 
im, thought meet .to appeaſe his Trouble after a 
ſort, and to revenge himſelf on the other by making 
authentick Informations confirm'd by the concur- 
rent Teſtimony of many Witneſſes, which expos'd 
to light all the Vexations, Murders and Cruelties 
which this Tyrant had- been guilty -of in New Gre- 
ndda.. The faid Informations were read in the Coun- = 
cil of the Indies, where they have been hitherto 


ferv'd, and are yet to be ſeen. Len cs 
'In Informations the Witneſles.d that 
this new Kingdom enjoy'd a ſettled Peace the 


. Spaniards came thither ; that the Peaple ſhew'd em 
the kindneſs imaginable as ſoon as they came a- 
modg'em-; that they maintain'd the Spaniards with 
their Labour, mn _ Fruit ofthe: Ground which 
they manur'd ; that they gave *em prodigious quan- 
i of -Gold, and abundance __ precious « Stones 
amongſt others a great many Emeralds ; that 
treely brought *em whatever was moſt Arr one 
their Cities, the Government of | which the: Spa- 
nigrds divided among themſelves when they had can- 
ton'd *em into ſeveral parts; for this they counted a 
EI_ the better to. compaſs their deſign 
_ eaping together all the Gold they covld-poſlibly - 


When the Indians were firſt ſubjugat 


ed to-the 
Tyranny-of the Spaniards, the chief: Captain, who 
was'Generab of the reſt, took-poſſeſlion-of the King's 
Perſons as well as of the Country, and kept him 

Priſoner for five or ſix Montlis, without any. reaſon 
RS es cn renee, 

Y y. Thi w name \ 
in the midſt' of his fears.,promis'd the Spaniſh Ge- 
neral to deliver up all the God-plate tie had;:hoping 
by this means to get out of the tiands'of this OT : 
| ; e 
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he ſent a great many Indians to His Houſe to fetch 
theſe precious Goods; and at the ſeveratturns they 
made he gave the Spariard'a great quantity 
Gold and Emeralds; who was not content with al 
this, but threaten'd to kill him. Accordingly he 
commanded this unfortunate King to be brought he. 
fore him to receive his Sentence. - This is the Trear. 
ment theſe Tyrants give the moſt illoftrious Perſons 
. of the new World : This haughty General pro. 
nounc'd a fatal Sentence againſt this Prince, by 
which he was cotidemn'd to moſt horrible Torments 
if he did not immediately ſend for all the Gold he 
| had: Accordingly this Tyrant's Executioners laid 
hold of. the King, ſtretcifd him our at length upon 
the ground naked, and pour'd boiling Roſin upon his 
'Belly ; beſides this, they put his feet 11.to a Fire, hav- 
ing taſted his:Neck to a Stake fix'd in the ground, 
while two-of theſe Hangmen held him by the Arms. 
The cruel General came from time to time to look 
upon him while: this Torture-continued, threatning 
to take awayhis 'Life if he did not ſpeedily deliver 
«vp. his Gold- ': God ſeem'd by his Providence to ſig- 
mfy his Diſpleaſure againſt theſe Cruelties, in fuf- 
fering the City where they were committed to be 
conſum'd with Fire in a moment. ' The reſt of the 
Spaniards took pattern by their General, and fill'd 

| phe ſteps: And having no other trade than that 
or-tormenyng the Tndians, 


| and cutting *em in pieces, 
[ACTIN {ame Villanies in divers parts of 
ngeon:. They” inflicted terrible Puniſhments 
eral Caciques,” and*all their-SubjeQts,. who too 
iprucently depended on the.good'words and pro- 

Spaniards made” em # And this after they 
gwen em 1ocredible;Sims of Gold, nd many 
necraias. © Theſe Preſtatsz tho fo valuable, conld 
- SOTTEN  TNEIT © te Hearts; and render em 
re Fotrates to which 
OY they 


_- as *as we 0 
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they put the' Indians were to make *em- bring yet 
more Gold'and precious Stones ; and the ſame motive 
has induc'd 'em to-burn all the great Lords' of the 
Country. with a flow fire. ' A great multifude of 
Indians one day came-to meet the Spanrards with a 
great deal of humility and ſimplicity (as their man- 
ner is) 'to' offer 'em their fervice, ſuppoſing them- 
ſclvesdafe.; but while they were ſleeping withont any 
apprehenfion” of danger, being faint and weary, 
a Spaniſh Captain commanded his men to maſſacre 


'**m. all, which was accordingly executed. - This 


was done: to. ſtrike the whole Countrywith terror 
and conſternation, and to fright ['the"Inhabitants 
out of their Gold by. the horror . of ſo tragical'a 
SpeQacle. The General made his Sonldiers ſwear 
how. many. Caciques and” Indians each of *em-had 
killd, and how many they' had reſerv'd alive for 
their Slaves ;z theſe he immediately order*d%em to 
bring out into. the moſt publick place.of' their City, 
and -made *em there cur off: the heads of: 4 or 500 
of theſe poor' Creatures. Divers Witneſſes have 
depos'd that this Captain order'd the hands and no- 
ſes of many Indians both Men and Women to be cut 
off, and exercis'd other unheard of Cruelties among 
'em. He ſent into Bogata's Province to enquire who 
had ſucceeded that Prince, whom he had' ſo inhu- 
manly put to death : The Men he ſent to make this 
Diſcovery took as many Indians as they could ; ſuch 
of *em-/as could not tel} the name of their Jate Prin- 
ce's Succeſſor, were barbaroully abus'd, ſome of 'em 
had their Arms and Legs cut off; others were ex- 
pog'd to the fury of greedy Dogs, 'and ſoon' torn 
pie **m. | 

T | upon a great-number of Caciques and 


Indian Noblemen by a treacherous ſurprize in the 


middle of 'the Night, after they had aſſur'd 'em they 
need not fear apy affront or abuſe from them. The 
| innocent 


- 


- . 
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innocent: Indians confiding- in theſe fair promiſe, 
were come down ont -of the Mountains where they 
had hid themſelves, to lodg in the Cities, not ſuf. 


gi the perk the Spaniards had againſt 'em: 


ever theſe periidious men furpriz'd *em, and 
cut off the Hands and Arms of all-they took, let. 
ting *em know' they were chaſtiz'd'after this ſevere 
manner for-not-telling the name of their late King's 
Succeſſor, Another timethe General ſent a'great par- 
ty. of - Soldjers into a City to make war With the In. 
habitants, becauſe they ſent him not a basket of Gold 
which he-had& demanded; they made theſe poor 
people ſuffer a:thoufand Qutrages,and maſſacred vaſt 
nombersof *em. They inhumanly cut off the no- 
ſes and- hands both of -Men-and Women, and gave 
Others to be' devour'd by their Dogs, which were 
wont to be fed with human fleſh: 
. The _—_— one of theſe Provinces, ſeeing 

or 6 of: their Chiefs burnt” to death with a ſlow 
hire, were- frighted by this: horrible ſight into the 
mountains/to ſhelter themſelves from the Spaniards, 
they were about: $ or 6000 : | pon” the Spaniſh 
Gomtnander fent a Company of Soldiers: to purſie 
"em; and/treat *em as Rebels, Tis hard to imagine 
by-what right*they aſſhmd an Authority to puniſh 
people ns: rebels, that were free-born;\and did not 
«in the leaſt depend on” *em. When the Spaniſh 
Soldiers were got into this Mountain, they fell on 
the poor Indizns, "who were naked and difarm'd, 
with-a fury —_— Wolves and Lions,when they 
{et @ flock of Sheep to devour *em ; till at 
length they were fo ſpent-and fatigu'd meerly with 
Llaughtering theſe poor Creatures, that they were 
ford to give over a' while to take breath ; after 


 Phich they renew'd this Maſſacre with more vigour. 
And 40 cot ſhort” their bloody work; they threw 
down the greatef# part of theſe bdians headiong 
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6 "> aſe they were not ſufficiently, look'd after, and 
cabfe unreaſonable Labour was ated of 

>. there was no Rngen as one of all thoſe Indi- 
ich'they brought from Quitonia, 

, Can oh Popaya, Lilia, Calicia, 

As e Spamards return'd, they 

L at City, where they put moſt 

Mes to th Sword, and carried away 


#300Pri ners,, whom they inſlay'd according tg 


, manner, 
The General ſent Jobs Ampudig, When, they 
er F the Province of Lilig, with a conſiderable 
of Soldiers into thoſe parts of the Countr 


' ar t inhabited, to take as many Indians as he coul 


*to carry the Bagg Ea - becauſe not one of that num- 
"ber *rhey brought from Anzerma and Alia, which 


amounted to about 1000 Men, was able to.chdure 
[Y mn | the = They here 
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ſuch as . loſt their Horſes ; @ 
moſt all the Gold for his own private 
fl « uſe;.. He pretended indeed to. take the 5th part of 
oo which j 1s ME bf 


P Y. 
Image, which he 


And 'tis re- * 
LT Man, that he-coul | 
| ownll the miſchief he had done, and og 
© the Cruelties he ommitted 3 for he was wont | 
© toſay of himſelf,” Whoever ſhall come into theſe | 
© Provinces 4 0 years hence, = be told what kind * 
s of life I led here, will ay, Tyrant went this 
Rs fs and va are everlaſ api of bis Violence 
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k will ſoon! be lag entirely waſte, and'turn'd into a 
barren.Deſert, if the Spaniards be itil] ſuffer'd to, 
raot-out the Inhabitants, as they liave- hitherto 
done. , 


The Wards of ite Biſhop 07 _this cubjed ire ad 
| follows : | 


the moſt proper and boſt Exped Expedient, and which i 
. fg Treat importance I0r y y's Intereſt, ied i 
ou  — Ts 
Q.e2 ri- 


bunals in the. Indies, to receiv all th udda 
thoſe that have been already Es 
that ſhall be conquer'd for time tocome,into 
| I ohr free jets, that all the Pro 
| the Kingdoms. of 
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hardas:they.did before. Forithe Spaniards-are very 
ambitious to command the Indians as their: abſolute 
Slaves, and to.'he obey'd, reſpetedz;and even a- 
doy'd-by *em 3, andherefore omit nothing that may 
hinder\themfrom-becbming Chriſtians. | 
--Sometimes*3\or 4 /Fowns or Villages are given 
vp tothe dipoſaliof a certain number of Spanardr, 


- gnd-che nbabirants diſtribured among 'em, to ſdnze 


7 


| "Nos: :others fewer ;.and it often happens thar 


falls-to-one Man's ſhare, whoſe Hnsband 
falls to.the Lot of another, -and- their Childreh to | 
athird 3 {o that they-divide theſe miſerable Fami- 
hes like Flocks of 'Sheep. They-employ *ettrin all 
forts of ſervice; :ag-to-manure the ground, to work 
in»the-Mines, and to- carry Burdens in Journeys: of 
50-ofr 60 Leagues. And their-Maſters ſo conſtantly 
ext the hard Tasks of Work they ſet*em, that the 
poor/Wretches haye not Hime to attend the lnſtrutts 


_ on$of ihe Divine Wardz3nd to: learn the Rules of - 


ms rm and - ple, hofoee, have been 
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pn &* he” inſtru& the Tulians, could 
ſe frm rm burthat/be taught *em-to ſay, 
| | | _ By which _—_ eaſily 

of the Man. 
And how indeed"is-it polible- 'the/ Spaniards to 
EE - teach rhe ' Indians Chriſtianity,- and To" inform 'em 
what-i is neceſſary to Salvation, "when the:moſt no- 
iſh Lords;: and ſuch as rtiake thegreateſt f- 
-in'the Indies,: ſcarce: know how” Com- 
Te are} For they-go_into'-merics 

Ir inſatiable Corecouthel. - They 
y'givento all ſorts'of 'Vices ;-and fo im- 
s'and effeminate; that if a juſt 
Compariſon'were made' between themard the [n- 
dians, | theſe latter; would. de found- to: have i mnch 
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Asfor your Majeſty, they think you ar&the moſt 
a and impious Prince in the World, while they 
{ce the Cruelty and Impiety your Subjects ſo- inſo- 
lently commit z/ and'they verily believe your Maje- 
ſy lives upon nothing but human fleſh and blood. 
Probably this account may-very much ſurprize your 
. Majeſty, who"perhbaps have not yet receiv'd ſuffi- 
" cient information about theſe matters ; but this Qpi- 
ks isgot:long ſtanding,” and become invererate 
mong em. I.could produce a great many ln{ances, 
of which'I have been an Eye-witnefs, toiconvince 
you-of the Truth of it; but I am afraid of: making 
your Majeſty too uneaſy, and of filling the Reader's 


mind with too much horror, by reciting ſuch-extra- 
ge wt and-unpara 
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temperate and pleaſant andconſequently very 
oro EE Ceneration? "he Spaniards have maſla- 
00 deſtroy” 4 all - theſe Nations, to poſſeſs 
o re /-lev 40nd 4M and to nf{yrp the Go- 
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ards,- and the patience w ewith they h 
yr undergone cheit. Orveltics. yr or Seer 


Tis a"moſt inexcufible' piece of Wickedneſfs in 
the Spaniards, thar' they have made uſe of all the 
- mpeg they and that deliberately, to 
er ns Indians - from imbrating' the ' Chriſtian 
: { Have Uriven away all the Monks that 

F nor tou Indies W preach the Goſpel, from thoſe 
places-where they had power enough to do. it, be- 
cauſe" they did not care theſe Religious Petſons 
ſhould be "Witneſſes of the Tyranny and* Cruelty 


they exercis/d' ori the poor People. They have even 
ID ch'd the __—_— the ill Example they have 


and ta -a great many Vices'they 

theard. of fe they tins with the 
iards,. as Oaths and Blaſphemies againſt he 
pe of Chriſt, the Praftice of rrion Lyi 


ment, is viſibly- to expoſi utter 
and'to make *ermiſerable both in'Saul anc 
© King: fo far impo#t#f'© 


People ; "that there now eaGrra but 
eleven of *em 'in fifty Thands, ſome of which are 
bigger than the Canaries, ' that were well ſtor'd with 
phe. eo, this 1 can affirm. 0o-my 7 own know- 
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» Jy cio prevent rh From being 
vor as any Charge that can begiven the Spa- 
ia 4 9 der '*m\ from murdering the Idians to. 
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& common People, to oblige his Favorites ; as 
a6ahelte Indzans were his abſolute ty. Their 
pew Maſters made*em work in the Gold Mines, or 
employ'd *em in uy, other Service they pleag'd ; 
daithout regard'to their. Rink or Quality, ob- 
d'em to fed. Yoke till they dy'd. 
-*This Gove d- the. Sards 'to- confine 
ax rep ah the Mines, who were all 
| Fi M OK Ir deſolate Wives were forc'd 
labor in the ' Villages, in digging the "ground, 
Ditches, and throwing up Banks a ſort of 
work fit only for the: ſtrongeſt Men, and the rather 
becauſe they had neither Shovels nor other Inſtru- 
| wag proper for- their buſineſs. In . laces 
Pate em ypon-ſpinning and other works of that 
kind, which they found would turn'to account ; and 
would ſometimes keep Husbands Wives from 
| er; and when 
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> Creature would lie for dead upon the place. 
dd is witneſs of all the Cruelties theſe miſerable 
lanocents have” endur'd : *Tis not poſſible to re- 
SF count the hundredth part of what I have ſeen with 
or W tiny own Eyes. A man had need have a Body of 
F. lron to undergo the Labor they endure in getting 
t Gold out of the Mines. They miſt delve and ſearc 
a thonſand times over in the bowels of the Moun- 
tains, till they dig *em down from top to bottom z 
ey muſt work the very Rocks hollow, After this 
the Gold muſt be waſh'd in ſome River, and the 
poor Creatures that do this work muſt be perpe- 
nally in the Water, which gradually alters and 
oils the Conſtitution of their Bodies; and if the 
happen to be full of Water, they are forc'd 
to empty *em. That your Majeſty may the better 
judg of the Labor and Toil they ſuffer in the Gold 
Mines, your Majeſty may pleaſe to conſider, that the 
Pagan Emperors accounted this* the worſt and moſt 
intoterable Puniſhment to infli& on. the Martyrs, 
next to Death it ſelf. The Indians are ſometimes 
kept 4 whole year in theſe Mines : but fince the S$pa- 
nards have obſerv'd, that it kilFd moſt of ?em to 
keep **Tmn thre Þ long together, becauſe their Bo- 
dies were uncapable of ſuſtaining the Fatigues of 
fuch a tedious and Continual Labor; they refolv'd to 
make *em work only for the ſpace of five months, 
acceſſively, and then to give *em g reſpite of _ : 
days, wherein they employ'd 'em in melting Gold. 
But this ptetended Reſt did *em no great good, for 
they were flot mich lefs incommoded duriog this 
time than' before, being employ'd in other very 
oubleſom kinds of Work. The Indians don't 
know what Holy-days are ; for-they work as hard 
und as long on thoſt#' days as at other times. Not 


ave they a ſufficiency of Bread allow'd 'em; and 
what xe have is. a very ordinary ſort, that has 
K nor 
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not much ſtrength in it, being made of Roots and 
Caſſave; ſo that if they don't eat Fleſh or Fiſh with 
it, it yields very little Nouriſhment. They like. 
wiſe give *em a ſort of Pepper that grows in the 
Country, and looks much like a dry'd Grape, 
Thoſe Spaniards that pretend to keep their Slaves 
extraordinary well, -diftributea"Porker every week 
among, fifty Indians $ but he that” preſides over 'em 
at. the Mine keeps one half of it for” His ſhare, and 
gives them the other, which is bur every one a bit. 
Some of the Spaniards are ſo wretchedly covetous, 
that they ſend their Slaves into the Fields and Moun- 
rains to feed upon' what Fruit they can find, and 
then oblige *emx to work two or three days without 
giving %*em any thing to eat. Your Majeſty may 
cafily imagine, that ſuch kind of Foot can't poſſibly 
ſuſtain their weak and languiſhing Bodies, that are 
continually enfeebled and exhaufted* with hard La- 
bor; or that theſe poor Creatures that are mace- 
rated with all Ie of Hardſhip and Fatigue, 
without an) or relaxation of their Miſery, can 
=_ long under the preſſures of ſo cruel a Servi- 
tude. I 
— The aboyemention'd Governor at Iaſt order'd 
they ſhould have Wages diſtributed/among 'em, viz. 
that three * Blancs ſhonld'be given each of ?em to 
fpend every two days, as the' Reward of the hard 
,Labors they exacted of 'em. « This'was only to mock 
the 'poor - Wretches,. far this Mony would ſcarce 
_ buy "em'the leaſt Trifle, Butfor mahy years they 
had nothing at all given *emz” yet this does not 
diſturb%em fo'much as want of Vieuals;" for there 
is nothing in'the world they fo much deſire as to 
eat well, inſompch that if they could but fatisfy 
themſclves with 'one.good Meal, they would m 
7 a. 5% wards 


_—__. 
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| * A Blanc is about the value of a Half-penny. 
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trards be content to die. This Governor depriv'd 
**m'of all the liberty they enjoy'd, and ſuffer'd the 
Spaniards to inſlaye-*em, arid treat *em-as ſeverely 
as they pleas'd ; and..indeed the ill uſage they have 
met: with 1s beyond what the -Mind of man can ima- 
ne. ', They have: not the liberty.to diſpoſe of any 
ing they have: The condition of Reaſts is prefera- 
ble to theirs, for theſe are at leaſt ſometimes:turn'd 
looſe to fill their Bellies with Graſs in the fields, .and 
have a little eaſe and liberty ; whereas the poor 
Indians 'bave ſcarce any time of reſt aJlow'd *em, 
_ are ;conſtrain'd ' to do whatever the covetous 
ds. command em. . They lead *em to work 
lhe Beaſts of Burden rather than,Men. If at any 
time they give *em leave to go home- to take a little 
Repoſe, they neither find their-Wives nor Children: 
there, nor any thing to eat, and have no other re- 
lief;than to-lay themſelves down and die, . The jn- 
credible Fatigue ' they underge wears *em, out the 
ſooner, becauſe they are naturally of a. weak and 


tender Conſtitution z and when they are ſick ynd_ 


faint, Ns. are ftill made to work without ary Com- 

: Day, the: Spaniards, are fo cruel as to. heat 
and abuſe? em when they are juſt ready to dje, calling 
fv lazy Raſcals, as if they .retyu#& to work, and 
l 3 n'd themſelveggick, merely out.of Idlenes.,. AC 


when they: oy their 11Ineſs increaſe. to,that de- 


ory line F giving *em fix or ſeven great 
Roo { Bajo rn Ln with a: ſmall quantity 
of. &5"to- carry *em'a journey of fifty op ſixty 
Leapuc fo that they often miſerably, languiſh ,and 
die. before - they have proceedetlfar:. on: their;way : 
we often found a great- many :of: #m,dead: on the, 
Es others. we found ready to expire, and others: 


T 


K 2 nor 


that -they'can expe& no more Setvice of *em,”- 


eig, Groans and, Sighs gave :us to underſtand: 
err Extreme Hunger. ;When the Governor hgd- 
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not much ſtrength in it, being made of Roots and 
Caſſave; ſo that if chey don't eat Fleſh or Fiſh with 
it, it yields very little Nouriſhment. They like- 
wiſe give *em a ſort of Pepper that grows in the 
Country, and Jooks much like a dry'd Grape, 
Thoſe Spaniards that pretend to keep their Slaves 
extraordinary well, *diſtributea"Porker every week 
among fifty Indians x but he that” preſides over 'em 
at. the Mine keeps one half of it for His ſhare, and 
gives them the other, which is bur every one a bit. 
Some of the Spaniards are ſo wretchedly covetous, 
that they ſend their Slaves into the Fields and Moun- 
rains to feed upon what Fruit they can find, and 
then oblige *em to work two or three days without 
giving *em any thing to eat. Your Ma jelty may 
caſily imagine, that ſuch kind of Foot can't poſſibly 
ſaſtain their weak and languiſhing Bodies, that are 
continually enfeebled and exhaufted' with hard La- 
bor; or that theſe poor Creatures that are mace- 
rated with all manger, of Hardſhip and Fatigue, 
without anyreſt, or relaxation of their Miſery, can 
= long under the preſſures. of ſo cruel a Servi- 
rude. 

__ "The aboyemention'd Governor at Taft order'd 
they ſhould have Wages diſtributed' "among 'em, 94z. 
that three * Blancs Why oy 'beg each of ?em to 

fpend every two- days, as the' Sn of the hard 

.Labors they and of 'em. - This'was only to mock 

the ' poor Wretches,. far this Mony would ſcarce 

buy *em the leaſt Trifle, Butfor may years they 
had nothing at all given em; this does not 
diſturb %m fo much as want of Vieuale: for there 
is nothing in'the world they fo much deſire as to 
eat well, inſompch that if they could but ſatisfy 
themſelycs 3's Ti one we Met Oy would after- 


wards 


— 
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trards be content to die. This Governor depriv'd 
**tm-of all the liberty they enjoy'd, and ſuffer'd the 
Spariiards to inſlaye-em, [and treat *em-as ſeverely: 
as they pleas'd ; and..indeed the ill uſage they have 
m_ with is beyond what the :Mind of man can ima- 
They have: not the liberty.to diſpoſe of any 
cord they Fuca The condition of Beaſts is prefera- 
. bleto theirs, for theſe are at leaſt ſometimes:turn'd 
looſe to fill their Bellies with Graſs in the fields, .and 
haye a little eafe and liberty ; whereas the poor 
Indians 'bave ſcarce any time of reſt aJllow'd *em, 
= Are :conſtrain'd ' to do whatever the covetous 
ds. command em... They lead *em to work 
the Beaſts of Burden rather than Men. If at any 
time they give *em leave to go home-to take a little 
Repoſe, they neither find their-Wives nor Children: 
there, nor any thing to cat, and have no other re- 
lief;than to lay themſelves down and die. . Lhe jn- 
credible Fatigue 'they undergs wears 'em, out: the 
ſaoner, becauſe they are naturally of a. weak and 


tender. Conſtitution ; and when they are ſick und 


_ they are till made.to work without any Com- 

: nay, the: Spaniards, are 1o cruel as to. heat 

and abuſe? em when they are juſt ready to dje, calling 

'em; lazy Raſcals; as if they.refy#&& to work, and 

feign'd themſchroufick, merely out of 1dlenef6.,. At 

laſt when they ſee. their 11Ineſs increaſe.to;that de- 

ek ike urnips, with a; ſmall quantity 

yez"to- carry *em'a journey of fifty op ſixty 

lon ues; ſa that they often miſerably.languiſh ,and 
die. before they have: proceeded-far: on: their,way : 


we often found a great- many of: em.dead” on the, 
oats,; others, we found ready to expire, and others: 


OT 'em: home," giving *em fix. or ſeven great 


not 


£6, that they'can expet no more Setvice of *em,*- 


y.5hei, Grouns and, Sighs gave :us to underſtand: 
er exireme Hunger. 299 hen the Governor hgd- 
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not. a ſufficient namber of Men 'for the Works in 
the Mines, he ſupplied the places of them that were 
releagd by death, by caſting Lots for others, which 
method was obſerv'd once a year: - 

When he enter'd into the Continent, he came 
like a ſweeping Judgment of God, or as a Wolf 
among Sheep: He committed ſo many Robberies, 
Maſlacres and Cruelties, depopulated and deſtroy'd 
ſo many Towns and Cities, giving the Spantards li- 
berty to do what they pleas'd, that no Hiſtory can 
parallel his Barbarity ; He robb'd both the King of 
Spain and his Subjefs, without being ever call'd to 
account for it ; he left above forty Leagues of a 
very populous and fertil Country to the diſcretion 
or rather fury of his Soldiers: All that pleaſant 
Tra&t of Gronnd from Daria where he landed to 
Nicaraqu 


and the deſolation of divers rea 


| _ ſubjeQed to _ Majeſty's" = | If we 
y tie Spaniards. have deſtroy'd Teven Kingdoms 
bigger than that of Spain, we can ſpeak it with 


conhdence, as knowing it to be' true, and having 
known the time 'Fhen they were filld with multi- 
tudes of People, tho! how ther are ſcarce any to 
be found, the 'Spaniards having extirpated the Peo- 
ſe large Kingdoms, and left the Walls 


ple of 


and 
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and Houſes of the Towns and Cities without Inha- 
bitants, | | 

Your Majeſty has no fix'd and conſtant Revenue 
in the Indies; your Effects are like Leaves, which 
when once they fall from the Trees appear no more 
till a year after. That the Spaniards are poſleſs'd 
of the abſolute Government of the Mdies is the 
true cauſe of this Diſorder; for the number of the 
Indians every day decreaſing, your Majeſty's Re- 
venues muſt neceſlarily receive a proportionable di- 
minution. 

The Kingdom of Spain is in great danger to be 
invaded by Foreign Nations, eſpecially by the Xſoors 
and Turks, who perhaps may one day be in a con- 
dition "to deſtroy it: For-God is a juſt Judg, and 
cannot look upon the Villanies and Oppreſlions, the 
Rabberies and Murders of the Spaniards in the hdies, 
without indignation, All the Nations of this new 


had made choice of Spain to car- 
.bl el into the des, and to bring 
manYpopolous Nations to the knowledg of himſelf; 
for which if they had fallen in with hits Deſigns,” he 
would,-beſides thoſe eternal Rewards reſerv'd for 
*em, have given into their hands many good and 
fruitful Countries, abounding with "Mines of Gold 


and Silver, Diamonds and other precious” Stones 
and Pearls; in a'word, with all forts of temporal 


Bleſſings, beyond what any one can imagine, unleſs 
po K 3 ſuch 
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fach as hayeſeen-it: with their'own eyes. And *tis 
to be remark'd that God uſually obſerves this Rule 
in the-execution of this Jadgments,' to proportionate 
his Penalties tothe Crimes committed againſt him. 
-.» The Outrages and Cruelties theſe innocent People 
have. felt are ſo horrid and notorious, that their 
Tears and Groans and Bloods the cry of which has 
reach'd the Throne of Gad, will undoubtedly draw 
down Vengeance on thoſe that, have ofter*d al] this 
violence to their Perſons, and plunder?d *em of their 
Eſtates. 'The Report of theſe Cruelties is ſpread 
through the whole World, and has been carried even 
to the moſt barbarous Nations, and has made 'em ab- 
hor- the Spaniards, and conceive a mortal hatred a- 
gainſt 'em: A hatred which extends to the Perſon of 
our King, as well as-his 'Subje&s, and is extremely 
prejudicial to the,whole Nation in general. 

; None can he {0- ignorant as not to foreſee what 
Miſchiefs -the Deſolations in- America are like to 
bring ypon Spaix 5/.and ſucceeding Generations will 
be but too much convinc'd of the truth - of this Pro- 
phecy-; And if. the King of Spain ſtill ſuffers the 
Spaniards to dominerr and'tyrannizeas they have hi- | 


therto done in: the Jndies,- and makes” not effeQual 
proviſton-by proper Edits to ſtop*the Conrſe of the 
many. Miſeries the- People of this .New World un- 
c *dergo, thaſe Countries will in a little time be totally 
depopulated. . And- God will yadoubtedly make all 
Spain feel the Effe&s.of: his Wrath in puniſhing ſuch 
Crimes- as theſe; {ince the. whole Scripture is full of | 
Fhreatninggand plain Inſtances of the Judgments 
of. God on ſuch gs have been-acceſſory to the Sins of 
+a Ni - — ave C2 LE: 0 
Moſt. Muſtrious and Mighty: Prince ; The Royal 
Countil. for the Indies, animated with a ſincere Zeal 
for, the Glory-ofi Ged, and your Majeſty's Honour, 
delir?d me..a few. days ago to. write to.your Majeſty 
OT A KEW 2 35: w ot v * ..e A by 


wes 4 4 . 


and Cruelties in the Weſt-Indies. 135 


all that I had told you viva voce before, and to-ex- 
plain to you what Right:the Kings of Spain have to 
thoſe Kingdoms in the Indies - and the rather be- 
cauſe ſome who are uneaſy to ſee the liberty your 
Majeſty is pleas*d to give me in converling with 
your Royal Perſon about theſe Afﬀairs, ro engage 
you tdregulate thoſe Diforders-committed in Ameri- 
ca, have declar'd againſt my Sentiments-with a great 
deal of heat and animoſity.» They ſay the Zeal 
with which I oppoſe the Violence and Injuſtice of 
the Spaniards (and theſe Pm refalv'd to oppoſe as 
long as it pleaſes God to continue my life) prompts 
men to call in queſtion the Title the King of Spain 
pretends to have to the New World. However I 
have perform'd what the Council demanded of me, 
and drawn up thirty Propoſitions, without: giving 
my felf the trouble of proving them at large, partly 
becauſe they are all certain and evident, and partly 
becauſe I was much urg'd to diſpatch the bulineſs, 
and to ſend them to your Majeſty ; which I have ac- 
compliſh'd .in the fear of God, and according to 
the dictates of my Conſcience, with a-ſtrict regard 
to Truth. 

Since the deſfireI have of being ſerviceable to God 
daily- increaſes, I thought my ſelf oblig'd to' refute 
the Impoſtures and Calumnies of ſome ill-deſigning 
Perſons, who wilfully ſhut their eyes againſt the 
Trath, becauſe *tis directly oppoſite to the Deſigns 
and.Projeas they have form'd. They flatter them- 
_ elves; that under the falſe pretext. of ſerving the 
Kings of Spaiz, who are ordinarily" of a ſweetand 
benign temper, and ready to judg of others by the 
$000 Sentiments they find in themſelves ; I ſay, they 

itter themſelves that they ſhall-ſtill be able toim- 
poſe on”%em, and bear a ſufficient ſway in their minds 
-to bring? em into the ſnares they have laid for *em. 
It was the complaint of Abaſuerus in the Hiſtory of 
| n R 4 Eſther, 
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ori that corrupt and vicious Subjedts alter'd the 
[poſition of Princes, and betray'd *em into 
ane Pens occaſion'd the ruin of whole King- 
doms nd their Kings together. ?Tis for this rea- 
ſon, Great Sir, I have briefly drawn up theſe Propo. 
ſitions, to ſet this matter before you in a clear light. 

This I have done to diſcharge my own Conſcience, 
andfhat I might the better anſwer the Obligations of - 
that Miniſtry wherewith God has entruſted me. | 
find my ſelf growing old, being advanc'd to the 50th 
year of my age; and the great acquaintance [ have 
had with Afairs of America,has turniſh'd me with 
a very diſtin knowledg of 'em ; ſo that my circum- 
ſtances render me in ſome reſpe&s more capable 
than n- of giving proper Advice to thoſe that 
are Fe pos'd for the Government of America, that 
chey guy Saba how to put a period to its Miſe- 
ries: for I have no other intention or deſire in this 
matter, than that of ſuppreſſing the Injoſtice and 
that has ſo long haraſ#d the Inhabitants of 

the New World. 
They that endeavour to croſs my good Deſign 
with the greateſt warmth, and wed themſelves with 
a falſe appearace of zeal and -affeion to your Ma- 
jeſty, tho at the battom they have no regard either 
to trifth or juſtice, take care to 0g Deſigns 
_«pnder the ſpecious colour of pr: your Ma- 
| jeſty's Service and Intereſt, and: 
' Majeſty's Right and Title to me 
all they do isdiredtly coi { 

Vice, "whether in reſpe& of Siena; or Temporals. 
[ believe all inceligent Chriſtians, that have a 
true zeal for Nie the Ered will be. of this opinion, 
en up haven Wy Execs 1 ponragatcics of 
a or theſe 
aghutaln that i Kings 
| Ar ta-found and eſtabliſh them- 
ids ſelves 


and Cruelties in the Weſt-Indies. 139 


ſelves a Title to the Government of America by 
force of Arms, after the ſame manner that Nim- 
wd, who was the firſt mighty Hunter ( as the 
Scripture .expreſly obſerves) and firſt began ta 
tyrannize over Men, laid the foundation of his 
Dominion 3 or as Alexander the Great, and the 
antient Romans extended the bounds of their Em- 
pirez or juſt as the Turks to this day oppreſs the 
Chriſtians, and invade their Territories. All the 
World may eaſily perceive that they who reaſon thus, 
are ignorant of the true Intereſt of the King of Spain, 
and ſhamefully yiolate all the Rules of Juſtice. To 
oe what they advance,they add newErrorsto their 


- 


irſt Extravagancies, till they ſhew by the wretched 
Maxims they expoſe, that they have neither Honor 
nor Chriſtianity, For it. often falls out, that while 
- they who wander from the Tra of Truth and Vir- 

os £0 about to excuſe the;Errors they:have made, 
my all into other Miſtakes that are ſtill more gro 

dangerous. bor 

There are.others af 'exa who produce Titles that 
appear to be ſomewhat better founded, and alledg 
Arguments that. ſeem more probable and honeſt. 
Theſe ſay we may juſtly take poſſeſſion of the Indies, 
and ſubdue_the People, becauſe we have a greater 
ſtack of Prudence and Wiſdom thagother Nations, 


and becauſe our Country is nearer to the Jadies than ** 
many others. But 'tis caſy to ſee that none of theſe 


ſons. 60g logins, being no ſalid Foundation 
tem 


your Majeſty may the better comprehend 
the force of the Reaſons that have heen produc'd be- 
fore you; and: more eaſily diſtinguiſh what is agree- 
able to the Rules of Equity from” what 1s con- 
trary to. *m, and diſcern your faithful Servants 
from fuch as mind nothing bug their own Intereſt, 
I ſhall come my ſelf, *and: wivs poce explain bs ow 
ajelhry 


x38 Propoſitions conterning the Title 
Majeſty the principal Points'on which my Judgment 
» fone. Ta the mean tive ſend your Majeſty 
an Abſtra& of my Propolitions, which your Majeſt 

may cauſe Ne endel inns Latin, if you think 
meet, Gar they may be printed both in the Latin 
arid Spapiſti Tongues :'\or if, your Majeſty don't ſee | 
good 'to make em publick, ?twill be no great mat- |} "' 


i Propoſition. 


- The Pope of Rome Canonically ele&ed to be the 
Vicar-of Jeſus Chriſt, and the Succeſſor of St. Peter, 
hath received his Authority and Power from Chriſt 
himſelfz/ and this Power extends over all Men, whe- 
ther 'Believery or Infidels, in matters appertaining 
to-Salvation, and the way of eternal Life, But it is 
bear ey that he vught to exerciſe this Power 
toward Infidels, that never enter'd into the Church 
by Baptiſm, -nor never heard of Jeſus Chriſt and the 
Catholic Faith, in a different manner from what he 
does toward thoſe that.erther are or have been Be- 
lievers, ©. y 
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St. Peter and his Succeſlors contratted an indiſ- 
_penlible Obligg@Sn, founded gn 'the Divine Pre- 
- cept, to: procure the publication of the Goſpel, 

and the propagation 'of the Qhriffian Faith in the 
whole World, that all Infidel# maybe brought to 
the knowledg of the true God, when there is any 
hope that they will not oppoſe the promulgation oft 
the Faith, and the Dodrin of the Goſpel. 


Il Propoſition. 


The-Pope by the-Authority of his Apoſtolic Mi- 
niſtry, may and opght to-ſend capable Miniſters 


* from 
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from all the States of Chriſtendom, to'preach the 
Dorine of Jeſus Chriſt through the Univerſe : 
Nay, he may oblige em by virtue of his power to 
accept this Miſſion and Employ ;z and they on the 
other hand are oblig'd to undertake it,” in obedience 
to the Pope, as to feſas Chriſt. 


IV Propoſtion. 


Among all the Inſtruments that can be choſen 
for the publication of the Catholic Faith, and the 
Converſion of Infidels, Chriſtian Princes are capa- 
ble of contributing moſt to the carrying on of this 
Work ; becauſe their Authority, their Forces and 
temporal Riches are a great help to-preſerve and 
defend Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters that may be ſent, and 
to furniſh 'em with proper means to attain the enQ- 
propos d. % HiUY 
|  'V Propoſstion. 


The Pape by the Authority which Jeſus Chriſt 
has given him upon Earth, ought -to exhort Chri- 
ſtian Princes to gantribute all their Aſſiſtance to're- 
move the Obſtrudions that impede the publication 
of the Chriſtian Faithz to employ their Mony in 
advancing this Work, and to ſend ſuch of their Sub- 
jets as are capable of 'inſtructing Infidels. The 
Pope *"may moreover in ſome ſort oblige all Chri- 
ſtians in - general, according to their ability, -to 
bear the neceſſary Charges of thoſe Miſſionaries in 
ſo pious a Work, as occaſion may require, 


VI Propoſition. 
No Chriſtian Kings or Princes ought to engage in 


this Work withoat the participation of the 
and of the Vicar of J. Chriſt." Andif apy Prince 


— . - _—— —— 
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vid 
think 
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think hinſelF- oblig'd, for the advantage of his 
to ſend Evange lic Miniſters to inſtru& 
the Infidels,” he ought to Conſvlt the Pope about it, 
who will uſe ſuch means as he thinks moſt proper 


to advance this defign. 


VII +> * pn 


| To avoid confuſion, hs. Vicar of Chriſt may di- 
; Kribute the Kingdoms and Provinces of the In fidels 
> of what Set ſoever they be, among the Princes of 


Fo tin 3 and may exhort 'em to be zealous for 


on of the Faith, and vigorouſly to ap- 

lves to the work of enlarging the Uni- 

verſal Church, by the Converſion and Salvation of 
Souls, as the only end they ought to have in view. 

- iP ha 


VIH Propofotion. 


'In making this diviſion the Pgpe ought not to re- 
_ beep ofithe Honors, Titles, Riches and 
orice of Princes, but only-to have reſpe to 
beConvennh of the Infidels; figee this alone is the 
N es in'em, to 

» Which is a dit- 
ge, and of which they will be 
+ - Account before the 


y reſpects 
particular 
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Chriſtian Princes 5 ought to have no conſideration 
for-any thing b Service of God, ws, of e Ad- 

ent of: werſal Church, when ap- 
I nk. Faith of Chriſt 
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ſa this affair they ought to have no temporal Advan- 
tage in their eye, but to look upon all earthly things 
astranſitory and of ſmall conſequence : Yet it would 
not be juſt, if they can do any thing for the advan- 

e of their Dominions, while they are procuring 
the Augmentation of the Kingdom of Chriſt, £o 
oblige *em to negleQ ſo favourable an occaſion, pro- 
rided it be done without any conſiderable prejudice 
to the Infidels, or to the Princes that govern 'em. 


X Propoſrtion. 

Thoſe: Infidels that live in Countries remote from 
r, and have never heard of Jeſus Chriſt, or the 
Chriſtian Religion, have their own lawful Kings and 
Princes, who are the natural Rulers of the Jar 
Countries. they govern, and have right to make 
Laws;. and to eſtabliſh all things neceſſary for the 
od Government of their reſpetive Dominions ; fo 
t they can't be expell'd out of 'em, or depriv'd 
of what they poſſeſs, without doing violence to the - 
Law of God as well as to the Law of Nations. 


XI Propoſition. 

That Opinion which contradidts the Principle juſt 
now laid down; 81 and pernicious ;- and if 
any Perſons fat themſelves: obſtinately to defend it, 
become guilty of Hereſfie.- For it. opens a door 
to all Impietics and Villanies, to Robbery and Cruel- 
ty; in-a' word, 0.many irreparable Miſchiefs, and 
haidious Sins which diſſfogor the name of Chriſt, hin- 
der theÞrofreſsof the Catholic Faith, and bring the 
ertateft Miferies "on Mankind in this life, cogether 
with the inevitable deſtruction of multitudes of Souls 


- 
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ry, Revenge, and other vices that are moſt contrary 
tothe Maxims of the Goſpel in their ſtead. 

XII Propoſition. 
- Infidel Princes 6 ht not to be depriv'd of their 
States for their 1dolatry, nor any other of thoſe 


feat Sins th 3 
depriv'd of their Eſtates or Honors for the like 


es. 
| XIIL Propoſition. 

| Idolaters ought not to be puniſh'd for their Ido- 
latry;'or other Sins, how 'enormous and great ſo- 
ever, duging the time of their Infidelity, before they 
haveyokintarily receiv'd Baptiſm : There being no 
Tribonal or_Judg in the world that has a right to 
moleſt *eti'on that account, unleſs they direRaly op- 
poſe the puMication of the Goſpel, and after they 
have been admoniſh'd and warn'd of it, obſtinatly 
perſiſt to obſtry& it out of mere malice. 


- AV Propoſition. 


;.P  Aexzander VI.. ler *whofe -Popedom fhe 
Weſt- Indies, were diſcover, was indiſpenſibly ob- 
bg'd by the Divine Lavgtochuſe a Chyiſtian Prince, 
to whom ] commit. the care of making pro- 
vikon ' for.the-preaching of ghe/Goſpel in this new 
World, forthe . advancement . of, the ' Univerſat 


Church, the: Catholic are, oe Free of God, 
.iInnavitants. 0 


the Converſion and Salvation. 
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Catholic -Princes, to induce the Pope ta chuſe them 
rather than any other Potentates of Europe, to con- 
fer on 'em the Truſt. of publiſhing the Catholic 
Faith in the dies, and,' without any other reaſon, 
by.. the Authority which God has given; him, to 
inveſt 'em with this Dignity, and conſtitute 'em;the 
Miniſters of ,the Apoltles ig the, dies. Among 0- 
ther Privileges. pecpliar _to.them, this is the pringi- 
pal, that they have faken a world of pains to reſcue 
thoſe Kingdoms which.  they--inherited from their 
Anceſtors out of the hands of Infidels and Mahome- 
tans,, who. are, declar'd Enemies of the, Catholic 
Faith. : For this they expog'd their Royal Perſons to 
imminent danger, when they attempted.;to. enter 


again into the Kingdom of Grenada, to-which they. 


had a lawful Title, and which they at length re- 
duc'd under the Yoke of..Chriſt, and the Catholic 
Church. Another Reaſon to their advantage is, 
hs they ſens the famous Chriſtopher Columbas to 


rica at.their own charge, and honor'd him 
with the Title of Chief Admiral of the H/eft- Indies, 


when he _had'diſcofer'd: thoſe rich and vaſt Coun- 


XVI  Propoſttion. 


F —_ | Is 
The' Pope,might well: ohuſe. them as. the moſt 
proper; Perſons to eſtabliſh Chriſtianity in the new. 
World, ſt -as- he made chgice,of the Emperor for 
his 'Son to be the Defender of the Catholic Faith. 
But-if this Choice ſhould in the iſſue become preju- 
dicial to the eſtabliſhment. of the Faith, tis not 
to be doubted that the' Po might revoke it by 
the Authority; he has receiv'd from. God. And 
for the ſame reaſon he might forbid all other Ghriſ= 
tu; iy, DLNEes 'to a Mapmnaniey . jnto the gp 
without the conſent of the holy:See, on paig of 
Excolnlynkeation. And whocyg thould, aft con- 
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wary to this Frohibition, would grievouſly offend 
xVII Propoſition. 


rhe King of Capille and Leon are the lawful $o- 
reigns of may many ood! and as of he new 


| any tion over 
the Hidie, of Ro we ok been peaking, belongs 
to them: oe 


hats 20h 


Empire which the Kin Kings of Spain 
the Hidies, oblipes the natural Kings of 
ed Nations to Jobmit to the FuriſaiRion 
. of Spain, 


XIX Propd/ition. 


All the natural Kings and Pritices; all the Na- 
tions, Cities and Communities of the . dies, over 
whom: the' Kings of Spam ha ird a lawful 
Right, ooght'is to acknowledy | C their right- 

ful Soveraigns in the manner. we have ſaid, {ince 
they have freely and voluntarily receiv*d the Catho- 


or they receiy'd it, 


lic Faith and Baptiſin 
- Io ig to —_ and before the Kings 


Ir'&'at TC gh over em, they de- 
al, nor lott of any 


, - The Ri are oble'd by the Law of 
oat Ps and "End into the Nidie ſuch Mi- 
or cut chi by the Goſpel and 
vple of the 

1 oth of Chtiſt 


an 
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andto ſeek all juſt and neceſſary means to accom- 
pliſh this Work. 


XXI Propoſttion: 


The Kings of Spain hav the ſame Power 4d 
Juriſdiftion over theſe Infidels before their Conver- 
fion, as the Pope Has in quality. of Chriſt's Vicar, 
becauſe the charge and care of ſpreading tht Lipbr 
of the Goſpel amongſt theſe Idolaters, and of © 
ing all that's poſſible for their Converſion, is tom- 
mitted to them. 


XXII Propoſition. 


The manner of eſtabliſhing the Chriſtian Faith in 
the Indies ought to be conformable to that which 
our Saviour-uſed to introduce his Religiorl into the 
World ; that is; it ought to be a mild; peaceable, 
and charitable method, Humility, and. the good 
Examples of a holy and regular,'way of living; are 
to be imploy'd to gain upon all Infidels, eſpecially 
the Indians, who are naturally of a ſweet and eaſy 
Temper, and ready to ſubmit to the Yoke of Criſt. 
They ought moreover to be engag'd by Preſents, 
and we ſhould with alatrity. give, em a ſhare of 
What we have, without regarding their Riches. , By 
this means they would be eaſily. perſwaded,; that the 
God whom the Chriſtians worſhip, is good, jaſt and 
_ _ gracious ; they would more readily give ear to his 
Word, and would make no difficulty to forſake the 
Worſhip of their falſe Gods.” * 


XXILE Propoſitions; 


Fs 86 adpyt to ſubdue the, In-ians by, forck of 
| ts; is # courſe iitterty againit the Law of od: 
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who is full of Kindneſs, Grace and Love. *Tis to 
follow the method which Aabomet and the Romans 
before him us'd to ſpoul and conquer the World: 
and the Turks and Moors to this day take the ſame 
courſe, but *tis unjuſt, tyrannical, infamous, and 
unworthy of Chriſtians : It would be the occaſion of 
many blaſphemous Refletions on the Name of Chriſt, 
and, the Chriſtian Religion, as we have been taught 
by fad Experience, ſince the Spaniards have exercis'{ 
ſo many Cruelties on the Indians; for they believe 
that the God we worſhip is the moſt unjuſt, unmer- 
ciful and cruel of all Gods: Therefore the way of 
Violence and Severity would be an invincible Obſta- 
cle to the Converſion of the Indians. 


Xx1V Propoſition. 


”Tis to be expeSted that Infidels will alway oppoſe 
ſuch as attempt to invade their Country, in order to 
take poſſeſſion of it by..the Title 6f Conquelt ; fo 
that to go abont.to ſubdue 'em as the proper way 


to convert. *em, is to loſe time, and ruin ſo holy 
an Eaterprize, SE 


XXV Propoſition. . 


ver'd the Indies, the Kings of.. Spain have always 
expreſly forbidden their Subje&s to make War up- 
on. the-Indians : ſo that the Spaniards can ſhew no 
Authority or Permiſſion that was ever given em by 
the King of Spain to commit any A& of Hoſtility 
in the new World: or if they can ſhew any ſuch 
Commuſſions, - they are forged, or have bin ſurrepti- 


. From the time when, Chriſtopher Columbus diſco- 


ln a power. of taking away the Riches of the 
Indians, or of making them Slaves with NY. 
| n 


mouy. obtain'd. by falſe Informations, invented to - 
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Qn the contrary, the Kings of Spain have often on 
this account renew'd their Orders to obviate the 
Cruelties and Outrages that Were committed on the 


Indians. 
XXVI Propoſztion. 


Secing the Spaniards have not been ſupported ei- 
ther by the Authoricy of their Prince, or any law- 
ful reaſon to make War againſt the Indians, who 
liv'd peaceably in their own Country, and had done 
the Spaniards no wrong : All ſuch Conqueſts that 
have been, or may hereafter be made in the Hdies 
are to be accounted unjuſt, ryrannical, and null, 
being condemned by all the Laws of God "and Men: 
For the proof of this Propoſition one need only 
produce the Proceedings againſt theſe Tyrants, 
which are yet to be ſcen in the Archives of the Royal 
Council ; or thoſe Proſecutions that might ſtill be 
made apainſt *em every moment. For both Heaven 
and Earth cry aloud againſt the Violence they have 
offer'd the poor Americans. 


XXVII Propofation, 


The Kings of Spain are by the Law of God ob= 
lig'd to eſtabliſh ſo good a' Government in the Þ4-, 
dies, by cauſing thoſe Indian Laws and Cuſtoms that * 
are good to be obſerv'd, and by aboliſhing the bad, 
which are leſs numerous than' the other, that ng4 
thing contrary to' good Manners and the Rules 'of 
civil Policy may be tolerated. * And the moſt likely 
way to ſucceed in ſuch a deſign is to publiſh the 
Goſpel among thoſe People, by which means both 
the King's Intereſt and that 'of the Indians will be 
provided for (gan = 
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The Devil could never have invented any thing 
more pernicious for the extirpation of the Peo- 
ple of this New World, and the deſolation 
of ſo many great and populous Kingdoms in a 
little time, than the diſtribution the Spaniards have 
made of theſe Nations among themſelves, taking 
polſefſion of the Inbabitants as their own Property, 
and then treating *em as ravenous Wolves do a flock 
of Sheep: For this Is the moſt barbarous kind of 
Tyranny that can be kmagin'd, becauſe it hinders all 
thoſe Nations from embracing the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion : For the Spaniards employ ent night and day 
in the Mines, and all other kinds of Labor ; ſome- 
times obliging ?em to carry heavy Burdens forty or 
fifty Leagues, fo that their condition is worſe than 
that of Beaſts. Beſides, they perſecute thoſe Indians 


_ with freſh Cruelty, who: apply themſelves to the 


Monks to be inſtructed in the Goſpel, becauſe they 
are afraid (if theſe Religious Men ſhould be encou- 
rag'd to come among the Indians) they would be 
witneſſes of their Robberies and Cruelties. 


XX18 Propofatron. 


The diſtribution which the Spaniards make of 
theſe People among themfelves, -as if they were (o 
many” head of, Cartel, was' never commanded nor 
allow'd by the Kings of Spain: fince the Spaniards 
enter'd the Indies. Fhey never thought of autho- 
rizing:{o injuſt and tyrannieat a kind of Govern- 
ment, and which fo much tends to the deſtruction 
of the People of the new World. Queen 1/abella 
of immortal memory, under whoſe Reign the Indies 


were diſcover'd, gave expreſs Orders to 
s - F 4 FE ; 4 | 


Chriſtopher 
Columbus, 


of the Kjngs of Spain to America, w49 
Columbus, who was the firſt Governor and chief 
Admiral of the Indies, and to Francis Bubadilla, who 
ſucceeded nim, and alſo to General De Lares, who 
came after both the former, to preſerve Peace and 
Liberty among the ſadians, and to do em Juſtice in 
every thing. Admiral Columbus gave only three 
' hundred Indians to ſuch of the Spaniards as had done 
great Service to the Crown; and for his own part, 
contented himſelf with having only one Indian to 
ſerve him : The Court of Spain was then at Grena- 
da, where the Queen iſſued out an Order that theſe 
three hundred Indians ſhould be releas'd and ſent 
kome, only ſhe permitted Columbus to keep one In- 
dian whom he had taken for his Service. What then 
would this great Queen now ſay, to ſee how the 
Spaniards have inſlav'd the People of America 2 The 
continual Avocations the King has had, and the 
frequent Journys he has been oblig'd to make into 
Taly, having not permitted him to inform himſelf 
exactly of the Miſeries thoſe People endure from 
the hands of the Spaniards. 


XXX Propoſition, 


From all that has been faid it may well be cone 
cluded, that if the ſoveraign Juriſdiction of the /x- 
dies belongs only ta the Kings of Spain, the Conqueſts 
that private Men appropriate to themſelves ars 
injuſt and tyrannical; that the ſhares they have made 
among themſelves are founged upon no lawful right; 
and that thoſe who uſurp the Lands of the new 
World, without the Conſent and Authority of their 
- Prince, are abſolute Tyrants, in ating (as they do) 
dire@ly contrary to his Orders, and the Regulations 
of rhe Royal Council; which is a matter {o public 
and nigtorious, that there's nv. Spaniard in the Indies 
can juſtly excuſe himſelf by pretending ignorance, 
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A Diſpute between Don Bartholomew de Laſ. 
Caſas, Biſbop of Chiapa, and Dr. Sepulueda, 


R. Sepulueda, at the inſtigation of ſome Spas. 
, niards who had committed great Ravages in 
the Tadies, wrote a very elegant Book in Latin in the 
form of Dialogues, which contain'd principally two 
Concluſions, namely, that the Wars of the Spaniards 
in the Indies were very juſt, and that they might 
lawfully ſubjugate the People of this new World; 
and that the Indians were oblig'd to ſubmit to the 
Spaniards, and acquieſce in their Government, be- 
cauſe theſe are more wile and prudent than the 
' others. And in caſe they refuſe to ſubmit, this 
Dottor aſlerts,. that they may be conſtrain'd to ir 
by force.of Arms. Theſe are the two Points that 
have occaſion'd the rujn of incredible numbers of 
Indians ; ſo that the Country is almoſt entirely un- 
peopled for the ſpace of two thouſand Leagues, 
where. the Spaniards have Jeft the marks of their 
boundleſs Cruelty. This Poor, to give ſome co- 
lor and ſhew of Truth to his Reaſons, declar*d that 
he had no other deſign in writing than that of juſti- 
1. Fork) King of fag $ Title to The Jndies. He 
ted his Book to the Royal Council, and was 
Fay [Oporronath 0 obtain leay to print | it, which 
was ſeveral refus'd 3 after which he ap- 
_ 0 Roy Ty Ae of his Friends, who were in 


Bi SFO perat s oo Cort to patronize this Work. The 
as Do 


Chiapa being well inform'd of the ſteps 
tor "made, with all his might oppos'd the 
n. of his Book, lainly demonſtrating what 
ences the pn Iication of it might pro- 
e Meinders of Ke King's Council per- 
ceivint 
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ceiving this matter was purely Theological, reſolv?d 
to diſmiſs it to the Univerſities of Salamanca and 
Alcala, deſiring them to make a thorow Examina- 
tion of this Freatiſe,.to ſee if it contain'd any thing 
that might juſtly obſtru& the printing of it. Theſe 
two Univerlities after they had accuratly examin'd 
it, declar'd that it was not fit to be printed, as 
containing unſound DoQrine. The Doctor now 
deſpairing of ſeeing his Book obtain in Spain, ſent 
it to Rome, earneſtly recommending it to the Biſhop 
of Segovia, who was one of his particular Friends. 
When it was printed, it was prohibited by the Em- 
peror's expreſs Order, who caus'd the Copies to be 
ſeiz'd, forbidding any of 'em to be ſold in Spazn - 
but becauſe it was impoſlible to prevent divers Co- 
pies in the valgar Language from being ſpread 
among the People; the Biſhop of Chiapa thought 
himſelf oblig?d to refute this Book in defence of: 
the Indians, and to let all the world know how ſcan- 
dalous Dodrine it contain'd, being accommodated 
to open a door to all manner of Diſorders. Dr. Se- 
pulueda was cited to give an account of his thoughts 
on this Subje& by word of mouth, and the Biſhop of 
Chiapa was engag'd to anſwer him : The Diſpute 
laſted five w days, after which Dominic de Soto, 
a great Divine, and Confeſſor to his Majeſty, was de- 
fir'd to give a ſummary account. of this Diſpute, 
which he did before the Aſſembly in theſe terms. *. 


Moſt Tiluſtrions, moſt Magnificent, and moſt Reve- 
rend Lords and Fathers. 


YR have bin pleagd to order me to give a 
ſuccin& and ſummary. account of the Diſpute 
maintain'd between the: famous Dr. Sepulueda, and 
the Biſhop of :Chiapa, without adding any thing of 
my own, or troubling thy ſelf to ſeek other Reaſons 
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to ſupport the Sentiments of either of *em.' The Point 
about'which you deſire to he inform'd, is in general 
what. method onghr to be vs'd for the publication of 
the Catholic Faith in the new World; which has bin 
lately diſcover'd by the permiſſion of God, and how 


the Emperor "may ſubjeR thoſe Nations. to his Go- . 


vernment without offending his Conſcience, in con- 
forming himſelf entirely to the Bull of Pope Atcx- 
ander. © *Tis firſt nereſſary to enquire whiether the 
Emperpr may juſtly 'make War- with the Indians 
before the Faith of the'Goſpel be.preach'd to *%m ; 
and whether theſe People will bein any condition to 
receive the Light of the Goſpel, after they have 
bin ſpþdy'd by force of Arms; :whether they will 
be more tra&table and docil, and better diſpos'd to 
xeceive the Impreſſions defign'd to be given, ſo as to 
reject their Errors, and embrace the DoQrine of 
the Goſpel. Dr.Sepwaeda maintains, that this War 
1s not only all6/4b16 and lawful, but neceſſary. 
The Biſhop. of Ch:apa, is of the contrary Opinion, 
and: pretends that this War is unjuſt, and an invin- 
pole Otacle to thepropagation of the Faith in the 
INAatEsS.... kar af db teh ROT 44 BS 
: Sepulueda ſupports his Opinion by: faur principal 
Argnments :. The. firſt. is fopnded on the enormous 
Crimes of which the Indians have bn; 'and are eve- 
Fy-4ay guilty, eſpecially their .Idolatry, and their 
Sing againſt Nature. His ſecond; Reaſon is taken 
from.their Barbarity and Ignorance, :which may be 
refotm?d unger the Government of a People ſo in- 
relligent_and. polite as: the Spaniards. His: third 
Reaſon, reſpects the facility. he ſuppoſes of publiſh- 
ing the, Chriſtian Faith to the. Indians when they are 
Once Tang. bf fonrth Argument is taken from 
Ee criſet Treatinent the Indians give one another, in 
at the % offer human Sacrifices to their falſe Gods, 
£36 conurms-his: firſt Reaſon three ways : © 1}. By 
; tt 119 gs 2 + "us 1 Examples 
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Examples and Authorities taken out of the holy 
Scripture. 2dly. By the Suffrage of Doftors and 
Canoniſts. 3dly. By a particular account of the 
groſs Crimes Fhich the Indians commit. He cites 
2 Paſſage out of Deut. 20. to explain after what. 
manner War ought to be made on the 11dians ; the 
words are theſe : When thou comeſt nigh unto a City 
to fight againſt it, then proclaim Peace unto ut. And it 
hat be, if it make thee anſwer of Peace, and open unto 
thee, then it ſhall be that all the People that 15 found there- 
in, ſhall be Tributaries unto thee, and they ſhall ſerve 
thee. Andif_ it will make no Peace with thee, but will 
make War againſt thee, then thou ſhalt beſiege it : And 
when the LO RD thy God bath deliver'd it znto th 
bands, thou ſhalt ſmite every Male thereof with the 
Edg of the Sword : ver. 10,11, 12,13. and ver. 16, 
But of the Citivs of theſe People which the Lord thy God. 
doth give thee for an Inheritance, thou ſhalt ſave ak 
nothmp that breatheth. The Door adds, that this 
Paſſage is not to be ſtriatly-taken, and enforc'd ;q- 
gainſt the Indians with fo much ſeverity : tho *tis al- 
ſo ſaid, Thus ſhalt thou do unto all the Cities that are ve 
far from thee ;, by which Paſlage the Gloſs underſtands 
thoſe of different Relgens From hence he,con+ 
cludes, that we may lawfully declare War againſt: 
thoſe Nations that are of a Religion different from 
rs. "IF 
My Lord Bop anſwers him four ways. Firſt, he 
ſays, it was not to puniſh the Sin of Idolatry, that, 
God commanded the 1/raelites to make War with, 
the Gentiles 'and Infidels; That. God was pleas'd to 
ſingle but. preciſely ſeven Nations, the Canganiter, 
the Febuſztes, &c, mentioned in. Det. 7, who poſlefs'd: 
the Land of Promiſe bequeathed to. Abraham. and. 
his Poſterity, He allows it to be true, that God de- 
Gen'd to, puniſh the Idolatry of thoſe Heathen Na- 
tions, in giving ” em up to the 7/raclires ; but he ſays 


AT 
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if God's intention had. bin only to chaſtiſe *em fo; 
their Idolatry, he would alſo have puniſh'd all the 
Nations of the whole World after the ſame manner, 
ſeeing they were all polluted with the ſame Sin. 
Whereas God ſpecified only theſe Nations t» be 
abandon'd to the Sword of the Iſraelites, to ſhew 
that it was rather to accompliſh the Promiſe he had 
made to Abrabdm, than to puniſh theſe Idolaters 
that he deliver'd *em into the hands of their Ene- 
mies. That God himſelf expreſly forbad the Jſ-acy 
lites to offer any Violence to the Edomites, or to the 
Egyptians who had entertain'd *em when they were 
ſtrangers in their Country. —_ 

Secondly, That the Paſlage of Zuke r4. where it 
is ſaid, Compel them to come in, is not to be under- 
ſtood of an external Conſtraint by War and Arms, 
but ought to be interpreted of internal Inſpiration, 
and the Motions which God produces 1n the Hearts 
of Men, either immediatly, or by the Miniſtration 

of Angels. 

Inthe third place the Biſhop maintains, that Chriſ- 
tian Emperors have never engag'd in War with 
Heathen Nations to oblige *em to renounce Idolatry, 
and to induce *em to imbrace the Chriſtian Faith; 
that the Wars of Conſtantine were purely on a po- 
litic account, and that the Paſſage of the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Hiſtorian, hb. 10; cap. 6. is to be underſtood 
In that ſenſe. That this Prince who was ſo ani- 
mated with Piety, when he ſubdned by his Arms the 
Gotbs, Sarmatians, and other barbarous Nations, ex- 
cepted thoſe *that ſought his Friendſhip, and deſir'd 
Peace. That. becauſe he ſubjected himſelf to the 
Divine Commands, God was pleas'd to recompenſe 
his Virtae in ſubjefting all the People of the World 
to his Dominion. Beſides, he ſays, Conſtantine made 
War with the Goths and Sarmatians, becauſe they 
made incredible Ravage and Spoil wherever they 
came. 
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came. But when theſe barbarous People were at 
ace With the Chriſtians, and offer*d *em no Injury, 
they were ſuffer'd to live at quiet. ke: 

He adds in the 4tb place, Thar if we would do a- 
ny good upon Pagans, it muſt be by the power of 
zo0d Examples, and not by Violence. He cites to 
this purpole a paſſage of St. Auguſtin, who ſays it 
belongs only to men tranſported with Rage, and to 
Aſlaſlins to uſe force againſt thoſe that are inferior to 
emin Power : that this Father alſo condemns ſuch 
2s were not able to do the Pagans any hurt, and yet 
raſhly offer'd themſelves to death, to gain the repu- 
tation of Martyrs. He alſo quotes a Paſſage out of 
Deut. 7. When the Lord thy God {hall bring thee into the 


| Land whither thou poeſt to poſſeſs is, &c. ver. 1. Te 
ſhall deſtroy their Altars, and break down their Images, 


ang cut down their Groves, and burn their graven Images 
with Fire, ver, 5. Upon which Paſſage he ſays St. Au- 
Zuſtin expreſſes himſelf after this manner : Many of 
the Pagans have Idols in their Fields, muſt we take 
upon us to break theſe Idols in pieces ? *Tis mnch 
better to endeavour to get 'em out of their Hearts. 
When they have embrac'd Chriſtianity, and exhort 
us themſelves to break theſe Idols, we ſhall do it with 
pleaſure. We muſt in the mean time pray for their 
Converſion, without appearing violent and paſſio- 
nate againſt *em becauſe of their Idolatry : We are 
not ignorant where they hide their Idols, and yet 
we let-'em alone, becauſe God has not given us a 
Commiſſion to take ?*m away without their leave. 
When then does God give us leave to take em from 
them ? Not till the owners of theſe Idols are become 
Chriſtians, 

| He farther produces the examples of the Apoſtles 
and Martyrs, who took no other courſe to overthrow 
Idols but by their Do&rine. He grants that indeed 


6n ſome accounts War may be made with A ; 
or 
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for inſtance, if they have violently uſurp*d the Lana; 
of Chriſtians; as they have the Holy-Land ; if they 
profane our Churches, break down our Images, ang 
offer any great outrages to Chriſtians, in hatred ang 
contempt of their Faith : That when the Emperor 
Conſtantine forbad the Heathens to'keep their [dols, 
it was for fear the Chriſtians ſhould be ſcandaliz'd 
by *em. 

"He ſays, If God ſeverely puniſh'd the Crimes of 
the Sodomites, it does not therefore follow that we 
may take upon us to puniſh all Infidels for their un. 
natural Pollutions : That we are to admire the Judg- 
ments of God, but not always to imitate every 
thing he does. He ſays, we may puniſh Infidels if 
they blaſpheme the Holy Name of God, or diſhonour 
the Saints and the Church ; if they openly hinder 
the publication of the Faith, and if they maſſacre 
thoſe that preach it : but that it is not lawful to de- 
clare War againſt *em merely on the account of their 
Idolatry, their unnatural Sins, or any other Crimes 
they commit, among themſelves. 

" And whereas Dr. Sepulueda ſays,. The Indians are 
a barbarous People, . and born for Slavery : the Bi- 
ſhop. of Chigga anſwers this ObjeCtion, in ſaying, 
That we ought not to make War upon Infidels to 
bring *em to the true Religion, which is only to be 
demonſtrated by. genuin Reaſons, that the under- 
ſtanding may be captivated according to the words 
of St. Paul, That it muſt be a pious Aﬀettion to the 
Chriſtian Faith that will diſpoſe men to embrace 
it ; and that,care ought to be taken that they may 
have no averſion againſt thoſe that preach it ; who 
therefore ought by their good Examples to engage 
the Indians to reliſh the DoQrine they endeavour to 
propagate among 'em: That War is viſibly contrary 
to this, end, becauſe it fills the minds of thoſe 1do- 
laters with horror and indignation againſt the Chriſl- 

tians, 
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tians, for bringing ſo many Miſcries upon 'em ; and 
that they cannot chuſe but think the Law of Chriſt 
an execrable Doctrin, ſince it authorizes (as they 
jimagin) ſuch terrible Diforders. - The Biſhop con- 
cludes in ſaying, *tis a mere deluſion to aſlert, that 
the Wars made againſt theſe Infidels are not defign'd 
to introduce Chriſtianity among 'em by open force, 
but only to ſubjugate thoſe barbarous :Nations the 
better to diſpoſe *em to receive the Faith of Chriſt 
voluntarily. He pretends that this is ull reaſoning, 
becauſe War ſpreads ſo much terror among thoſe 
People, that it they afterwards embrace the true 


Faith, 'tis to be ſuppog'd they doit rather out of fear 


than love : and that their Neighbours when they hear 
what Violence, Spoil, and Maſlacres have attended 
this War, may probably, to avoid the like Miſchiefs, 
blindly embrace the Faith, without knowing what 
they do themſelves. * 

Dr. Sepulueda urges for another reaſon of War, 
that the Indjans maſſacre innocent Perſons, either to 
ſacrifice, or to eat *em, To which' Argument the 
Biſhop returns this anſwer, Thatif the Church ex- 
horts us to undertake the defence of Innocents, -it 
onght not in this caſe to be by the. way of - Arms. 
Fixſt, becauſe of two Evils we ought to chuſe the 
leaſt. If the Indians maſſacre ſome innocent-Perſons 
to eat ?em, *tis indeed a great Evil; but War would, 
bring much greater ſlaughters with it : beſides, that * 
theſe Wars diſhonour our Religion, and render: the 
Chriſtians odious to the Infidels; who tho they - {a- 
crifice/men, -are not altogether inexcuſable, becauſe 
of their great Ignorance, and have reaſon not to 
put themſelves into the hands of the Spanyb Soldi- 
ers, Who come. with their Swords in their -hands- to 
rob and kill *em, inſtead of inſtructing *em m Reli- 
gion; whereas they have no right to. puniſh*em for 
their Errors:: That #lutarch ſays, when the x Ae; 

ubduc 
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ſubdued divers barbarous Nations, who were wort 
to offer men in Sacrifice, they did not puniſh *em fo | 
that Crime, but only forbad ?em to do the like fo; or 
the future, Thatit is not to be expected of the /y. Þ 197 
dians,that they ſhould renounce their Errors in a mo- du 
ment ; that the light of Nature which informs 'm | 5 
there is a Ged, teaches *em to ſhew him reſpect, and Þ if 
to return him thanks for the Benefits they receive Þ C 
of him, and likewiſe to endeavour to make Wwnre. Cl 
ment for the Sins they commit againſt his Divine Ma.  * 
jeſty 3 and that they ought to devo * the beſt they | 
have to him in Sacrifice: Conſequently their ey 
Cuſtom of ſacrificing human Creatures to the ſup- 
pos'd Deities they worſhip, is thelefs to be wonder'4 
at, ſince they-have no knowledg of Divine Revela- 
tion, but only the glimmerings of natural Light to 
direc *em 3 which Light too is obſcur'd' with much 
thick darkneſs in the minds of Pagans. That theſe 
People believe theyperform a very acceptable Ser- 
vice toGod, when they offer him the Lives of Men; 
that this may be confirmed in ſome ſort by the Te- 
ſtimony of Holy Writ, ſeeing God, when he would 
try the faithfulneſs of Abrabam, commanded him to 
ſacrifice his only Son, whom he tenderly lov'd; 
which God might do, as he is the abſolute Maſter of 
the Lives of Men: that beſides this Inſtance, the 
Scripture teſtifies that God requir'd the Iſraelites to 
redeem their own Lives by the ſacrifice of Animals. 
That the Word of God remarks, that *tis impoſſible 
to give a ter Teſtimony of Love, than to offer 
ones ſelf for the Perſon beloy'd : that thoſe Women 
in the Indies that were moſt dear to their Husbands 
while they lived, choſe to be buried alive with *em, 
to > gire the greater proof of their conjugal Fidelity 
and Aﬀection. ThE | 


- Inanſwer to the other Argument alledg'd by Dr. 
namely, that the barbarity of the _ 
| | | which 
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which (he ſays) ſhews they were born for Slavery, 
js a ſufficient reaſon to declare War againſt 'em, in 
order to ſubje& *em to the Government of the Ex- 
ropeans : the Biſhop of Chziapa ſays, there are three 
different ſorts of Barbarians. Firſt, that this Term 
is taken in general to ſignify any Nation that differs 


from others by ſome ſtrange .Opinion, or peculiar 
Cuſtoms, tho they want not Prudence or Policy to 


condutt their Afﬀairs. That the ſecond kind of 
Barbarians is of thoſe, who have no Language pro- 
by which to expreſs themſelves to other People ; 
ſuch as.the Engliſh formerly were, when they had 
no Letters or CharaQters whereby to explain their 
Thoughts. The third fort of Barbarians are ſuch as 
reſemble ſavage Beaſts, by the dulneſs and ſtupidity 
of their Minds, by their brutiſh Inclinations, and by 
the extravagance of their Cuſtoms ; who wander up 
and down in the Fields, never dwelling together in 
Towns or Cities; who are without Laws or Civil 
Goyernment, and take no care to obſerve the Law of 
Nations; who rove about to commit Robberies, 
and uſe Violence on all that have not power enough 
to reſiſt *em ;, ſuch as the Gotbs and Alans were for- 
merly, and ſuch as the Arabs in 4/iaare to this day : 
That 'tis as lawful to make War with this ſort of 
People, as to hunt wild Beaſts, and would be a great 
piece of ſervice to the World to reduce *em to any». 
tolerable Diſciplin. But as. for the Indians, that 
tho they have ſome extravagant Cuſtoms, but 
not .any good Policy, yet they ought not to be 
look'd upon as properly Barbarians; ſeeing they are 
of a quite contrary diſpoſition, being meek, civil, 
and traQtable in their Manners ; that they are a nu- 
merons People, who have Cities and Laws, and yn- 
derſtand divers Arts; that they have Princes over 
*em, and live under a kind of regulated Government ; 
that they not only puniſh Sins agalniſt ans Se 
Ye 
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have Laws that award capital Puniſhments for ſoqs 
Crimes of leſſet conſequence That their Policy hz; 
Its particular Rules ; that upon all theſe Account, 
their pretended Barbprity i is not a ſufficient Reaſon 
for any to declare War againſt *em, but would he z 
piece of viſible Tyranny and Injuſtice; and that 
this Courſe would be fo far from promoting the 
Goſpel, that *twould be the very way to cut off al 
hope of eſtabliſhing Chriſtianity among them. That 
therefore the beſt expedient would be to ſend 
Preachers i into the Indjes, to endeavour to convince 
ſome of the principal Indians of the truth of our 
Religion; and to make Treaties of Peace with %em, 


to favour the entrance of the Europeans into the [1- 


gies by ſuch a gentle and peaceable Method as this : 


tel t if any danger ſhould ariſe after this, we might 


build fome Forts upon_the Frontiers, and fo treat 
ith*em with the greater Security, and make '%m 


| = reliſh our Religion, by ſetting *em good 
Tz 
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Conſcience, .becauſe they had no right to declare 
War againſt *em ; for it follows by conſequence they 
could not lawfully deprive?*em of their Liberty, nor 
were they ever authoriz'd by their Prince to make 
War upon 'em. Now there «re but two Motives 
- that can render any War juſt, namely, ſome rwhte- 
ous Cauſe, or the Authority of one's Prince. 
what juſt motive then could the Spaniard#have to de- 
clare War againſt*the Indians, who never did em 
any wrong, nor ever gave 'em any diſturbance ? They 
were people they had never ſeen; they had never 
made any deſcent into any Country that belong'd to 
the Spaniards, to ſpoil and ravage it; they had ne- 
ver profeſ#d. Chriſtianity as the Aoors of Africa had 
done, who were Chriſtians in the time of St. Au- 
guſtin ; or as the Kingdom, of Grenada, the Empire 
of Conſtantinople, and the Kingdom of "Jeruſalemdid | 
formerly. Nor can we juſtly'r 
declar'd enemies to our ou 
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crifices, .it would not have bin carried fo generally 
thro? the Iadies, but would have bin a ſort of Civ; 
War kept up only in ſome particular Places: Nor 
would the Spanzards have had right even in ſuch pla. 
ces, to have made Slaves of thoſe whom: they took 
in fuch a War. | 

They can't fo much as pretend that ever they had 
a Command or Order to this day from their Prince, 
to declare War againft the [ngians : *Tis eaſy to e- 
vidence ſuch a Fact as this. for the Governors and 
Generals have nothing to do but to ſhow their Com- 
mghons if they have any. There?s not one of %em 
who has any fear of God, or reſpeQ for his Prince, 
that will pretend to ſhew any ſuch Commiſſion, ex- 
cept the Vice-Roy Don Antonio, -and Don Sebaſtian 
Ramire Biſhop of Cuenza ;, all the reſt that havemade 
War on the Mdrans, are Thieves, and Robbers, Mur- 
derers,. and declar'd Enemies of Mankind: Seeing 
then the Spanzards have had no lawful reaſon to ſup- 
port their Declarations of War againſt the People 
of Americag nor have bin authoriz*d in ſuch Proceed- 
ings by their Prince, it- evidently follows that the 

ar they have made is injuſt, and/contrary to the 
Laws.of God and-Men, and conſequently. that the 
Indians ovght not to havebin treated as Slaves. 


All the ways the Spaniards have us'd to compaſs 
this end of inllavmg theſe People, have bin mon- 
ITtroully wicked, made-up of pothing bet Fraud: and 
Treachery, unlawfnl Tricks and Arrtifices, and ſuch 
unheard of Villanies as can't but fill the Minds of all 
- that- hear *em with aſtoniſhment and. horror. Some 
to. Winare the poor rdians that lived among. em, 
haveconſtrain'd *em to own themſelves their Slaves 
in Courts of Juſtice: after which extorted Confeſ- 
lion, the Governors have order? the King's Arms 
tobe fix'd upon their Skin wath a hot Iron ; tho they 


wer wful Courſe had-been 


taken 


and Cruelties in the Weſt-Indies; 16; 
taken to abuſe theſe poor Creatures. Others hir?d the 


il Mmdians with a little Wine, or a Shirt, or by giving 

r em ſome other trifle of ſmall value, to bring 'em fa. 

p therleſs and motherleſs Children, whom they put on 

K Shipboard, - and tranſported into other Countries, 
where they were ſold for Slaves, eſpecially into Nety- 

1 Spain, the Iſlands of St. Fohn, and Cuba, or other 

neighbouring Iſlands. But at firſt the Spaniards 


us'd open Violence, attacking the Mdians that liv'd 
bs in their Houſes, ſerting their Towns on 
| re, maſlacring ſome, and after the exerciſe of all 

#his Cruelty, carrying away thoſe they could take 

alive to ſell 'em for Slaves. They us'd without any 

formal proceſs, to brand 'em with the King's Arms; 
which was enough to make *em paſs for Slaves ; and 
accordingly they were Told from one hand to ano- 
ther, ti!l they were tranſported into the Iflands. 

Theſe were all the forms of Juſtice the Spaniards ob- 

Terv'd in carrying away the Indians from the Conti- 

nent into the Iſlands of New-Spain, the Ifles of Cuba 

and St. Fohn, the Coaſt of Pearls, Tucatan and Panu- 
co. And by theſe execrable Artifices they have ſince 
carried away vaſt multitudes. of People of every 

Age,Sex, and Condition, fromthe Kingdoms of Yen- 

cuela, Guatimala, and Nicaraqua, to fell *em in Pa- 

nama., and in Peril. They oncEpur 4 or 500 of em 
in one Ship, the-greateſt part. &F'whom died in thei 
paſſage for want of Food, the Allowance given *ent 
being ſo very ſmall. | 

At a Town conſiſting of about Zoo people, the - 

Spaniards would require the Cacyque to ſend 'em 

$00 Indians at ſuch a certain day and hour, to Garry 

their Proviſions, and work for 'em: The poot 

Cacyque was mightily concern'd he could 'not cx- 

ecate this Order, not having People enough, in the 
wide Town; and not knowing what to nn 
taſte; deſired to have a'day or two more allow hir: : 
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Bur theſe Brntes wquld interpret this delay as an ex- 
preſs breach of their Orders z and immediately ; ask- 
ing leave of the Governor to go and fall upon em, 
would. attaque %*em in their houſes, cutting the 
throats of many. of *em in a barbarous manner, and 
carrying away the reſt as Priſoners of War, whom 
they inflav'd contrary to all Law and Equity. Some- 
times they would ordex.a Cacygue to ſend 'em half 
a hundred men to labbur tor **?m, and would ſer 
'*tm to-what work they thagght good, after which 
they would embark em in Ships and carry *em away ; 
and ſometimes weuld mark 'em with the Letters of 
their own Names without fixing the King S Arms 
on 'em, When they were angry with 'em, they 
would load *em with Chains, and make *%em carry 
heavy Burdens beſide, for goo or 200 Leagues. At- 
ter they had'us'd **m in what Drudgery they pleas'd, 
they would ſell %*m, \tho. the Indians are as freeborn 
as any other Nation By this means the Spanzards 
have unpeopled the Province of St: Achael, which 
is ſituate between Guatimala and Nicaraqua. 
When they tormerly advanc'd far. i into the Coun- 
try to make further Diſcoveries af*th 
livd there, theſe good- -natur'>Pe ;ple 
-other Provilions, 
'd *em, but for theirkindneſs 
« pieces, or elſe made Slaves, 
they were found in Arms i the Fields. 
Nor coyld wht Governors be [ignorant of theſe 
Violenc rders of the Soldiers, ſince them- 
lrghad the ſt ſhare of the/Spoil;-- 
they had divided thoſe Countries among, 
themſelves, which they had ſo unjuſtly uſurp'd, and 
render'd themſelves the abſolute , = * the In- 
dians, as if = > viprty. cb in a juſt and 
blig'&the;Caciques and nagural 
le to-bring ea fuch a Sum of 
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Gold as they were pleas'd to command *em. If they 
had not ſuch a quantity, they told the Spanzards, 
they would willingly give 'em ail they had to ap- 
ſ 'em; but receiv'd a ſevere reply trom theſe 
t Men in ſuch terms as theſe: If you dow?t bring 
us all the Gold we demand within ſuch a time, we'll ſct fire 
ro all your houſes. The poor Cacyques would tome- 
times make ſuch a return a$ this in a lamentable 
Tone : Indeed our County bas no great ſtore of Gold in 
it ; and beſides, we have not bin curimus to ſearch for 
Mines, Upon ſuch an Account a#this the Spaniards 
have faſten'd 200 Stakes at a time in the ground, 
and tied the poor Wretches to 'em with terrible 
Menaces, and then let looſe thoſe ravenous Dogs up- 
on *em, that us'd to be fed with human fleſh. It 
may be the Cacique would be fo terrified with ſuch 
a horfible Spectacle as this, that he'd go among his 
Snbjets, and take Children out of every Family, 
and give em to the Spaniards for Slaves to pacify 
*m. If there were but 2 Children in athouſe, one of 
'em was taken away, and that muſt be the ſtrongeſt - 
and likelieſt to do ſervice. When the Cacique had 
got together ſuch/a nymber of his People as the Spa- 
niards requir*d,he would come to preſent *em to them 
himſelf. ” And it was a moſt. lamentable thing to 
heaf the Sighs and Crys of Paxents;when their dear- 
eſt Children were raviſh'd from*em, to be tranſport- * 
[cd into remote Countrys for Slaves. . When theſe 
Children Were brought to the Governorito be brand- 
ed, the Spaniards would order the Caeiques to engage 
the Idians-to teſtify that they were Slaves,” and 
the Children of Slaves,” and that they were bought 
in the Market; and woyld threaten to burn”Pem, 
unleſ$ they would ſtand to ſuch Lies as theſe, And 
whetPFthe Perſon appointed to in then, v4 
was well acquainted with all the& Tricks, 'wo 
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ask, the Children of 'what Country they were ; they 
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made *em anſwer, that they were Slaves, and that 
their Parents were ſo, and that they were bought i in 
ſuch a Market. After this Examination they were 
mark "4 with the Kings Stamp. His Majeity $ Go- 
vernors and Officers are very well acquainted with 
all this Roguery of the Soldiers, and have had 
too great a hand in the invention of theſe Artifices, 
as appears by their haying the largeſt ſhare of the 
Booty. 
' When the Miſſionary Monks had got a great num- 
ber of Indians together in their Church to inſtru& 
'em in the knowledg of the true God, .the Spani- 
ards would ſuddenly come upon 'em with their 
Swords in their hands, and take what number of 
'm they thought meet ; which could not þut much 
ſcandalize the reſt, and extremely griev'd the Mic. 
fionaries, who were only told by the Spaniards, that 
they wanted Men to carry their Baggage and Provi- 
ſions, and1o were forc'd to take all patiently. When 
they had thus ſciz'd the poor Indians, they ſet their 
mark upon %em, and ſold *em for Slaves. 

The Governors at firſt ſeldom. refus'd any that 
ask'd leave to plunder the Indians, and ruin and de- 
polulate the Country. This was a kind of recom- 

nſe they gave 'em forthe great Services they had 
render'd the King, of $pain. | But afterwards they 
took a Courſe that did not. ſeem ſo diſhoneſt and 
cruel, but was equally perniciops. to the People of 
the New Worlds. which was to bay Slayes of the 
C aciques,: threataing *em to burn %m alive if they 
did not furniſh *em with ſuch a number as they de- 
manded, for which they - would only give 'em a 
Shirt. or ſome ſuch Trifle; ſo that the, poor Caciques 
bacants them Elyes 4h e ruin of their own Country 


for fear of Lt and. made it their buſine!5 
rg: go among 7 Wbjeas to gather great aumbers 
of dlaves Ts 


to ſashfy the Avarice of the Spa- 
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niards, Art laſt they would make the Caciques pay 
*em this tribute with other People; ſo thar they 
were conſtrain'd to go to ſome of the neighbouring 
Cacaques, and would make their Complaint to *em 
after this manner : Theſe Tyrants threaten me (would 
one ſay) to cut my throat if I don't furniſh *tm with 
ſuch a number of Indians for Slaves, and they won't 
ſuffer me to chuſe out ſome of my own SubjedFs for *m ;, 
therefore | deſire the liberty to take ſome of yours, and 
ou ſhall bave as many of mine for *em, | am content 
(would the other ſay) and the rather becauſe. 1 my 
ſelf am oblig'd to pay ſuch a Tribute as you' are, and to 
ſeek for Slaves out of my own Country to ſatisfy the Spa- 
niards, The Caciques themſelves were wont to bring 
theſe, poor Slaves to be mark'd, and were made'to 
{wear they were none of their SubjeQts, but that they 
had taken 'em among their Neighbors ; which was 
true, but the Spaniards were never the le(s guilty iÞ 
conſtraining *em foto do. The Governors that knew 
their injuſtice and roguery, wink'qat it, and world 
never accuſe any of *em of theſe prevarications be- 
fore the Judges of the Royal Council; for they 
made it no part of «their care to perform their Duty 
to God and the King faithfully ; nor did they ſeem 
to be touch'd with the leaſt Compaſſion in obſerv- 
ing all the violence committed againſt thoſe mitera- 
ble People.” . 
I could produce a multitude of proofs to con- 


firm what 1 fay, but one ſhall ſuffice at preſent. 


There came an Order from the King to-the Gover- 
nor of the Province of Nicaraqua, to forbid him to 
inſlave any Idians, or to brand him with the King's | 
Arms: at the ſame time-there was a Ship in the 
Road that-was deſign?d to be filfd with Slaves; 
which made the Governor forbegr to publiſh the 
Order he had- receiv'd, till thezVeſlel was laden 
with Indians, and'ready to ſet ſail ; nay he privately 
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gave notice to thoſe.that-were concern'd in the Ship, 


to make. what haſte they.could, and carry away as 
many-Slayes as. they needed, beciuſe the King had 
ſent an expreſs Prohibition to hinder any from being 
inflaved for the future. 
it was ence matter of. Aſtoniſhment- to ſee the 
fruitfulnefs, plenty and multitude of Inhabitants, that 
filld.the Province of Honduras; and 'tis now as de- 
plorable - to .behold- the Miſery, Deſolation, and 
want of People there, whichreſemble it to a melan- 
The Governor of this Province 
made vfejof a trick.not much unlike that of which 
we have. been ſpeaking. He ow'd a great Sum of 
Mony..to ſome Merchants for Wine and other Com- 
mals he -had- bought of 'em; who, had their 
Veſſels inthe Pregnant = expected this Governor to 
t the Emperor's Order forbid- 
ng hay to make any Slaves in this Province being 
rict,he durſt not take vp Indians publicly to pay 
hisdebts q the Emperor by acting 


vr fear of proyokin 
ily againſt his Command? He thgrefore ſent our 
two of his Gaptains,..one to. theSg-Coaft, and the 
other farther up into the Continent, with Orders to 
take. up ſuch Indians as were likely to make the lcaſt 
noiſe and diſturbance byKheir eir Complaint theſe he 
order'd. to. be emb and to-prevent. to himſelt 
, any danger from the Court, he. pretended theſe I1- 
dtans 4 ſeditious Perſonsand MalefaQors, whom 
he was oblig'd to baniſh, becauſe it _ been 
of.ill conf e to have let *em remailt in their 

ntTy-:4T his was the Pretext under which he ſold 
'em for Slavesto pay his Debts. - And with this ſort 
Coln-the =,246.ohged to buy all forts of. Com- 
"that e. Srom Europe, and,whatever elſe 


nec 1a £7 :va. that tis no wonder ' 


d. rich Provinces are become for- 
horn Deler er this Trade of buying and ſelling 
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Slaves has been allow'd, which was firſt practis'd in 
Hiſpantola. Sometimes the;Spantards to deceive the 
Indians would perſwade 'em-they ſhould go with 
them into Spain, when they deſfign*d only to carry 
em to the Iſle .of Cuba, and ſell *em there. And 
there are many ſtill at Havana, that were taken at- 
ter this manner; for when other Spaniards heard of 
the Stratagems their Countrymen us'd to impoſe on 
the poor Mdians, they,would uſe the ſame Tricks, 
and brag of em inſtead of being aſham'd ; fo that 
the World has been ſufficiently inforn'd of theſe Ar- 
tikces. The Miſeries and Deſolations of the Provin- 
ces of Nicaraqua and Guatimala,of the greateſt part of 
Mexico, Tabeſco, and Panuco, ate inconteſtible Proofs 
of the Cruelties and other Crimes of the Spaniards. 
. The Archbiſhop of Mexicowrote an Account of *em 
| by way. of complaint to the Royal Council for the 
Indies, wherein he inform'd *emi that the Governo® 
had loaded twenty-eight, Ships with Slaves. The 
Governor 'of the Province of Xaliſco took for his 
=P Share 4586. Slaves, Men, Women and Chil- 
dren, ſome of 'whoni were but one, others two or 
three years old zA1l was fiſh that came tonet ; be- 
ſides an infinit number that other Spaniards took in 
this Province, againſt the King's expreſs Orders 
who was much diſpleagd that thoſe People ſhould 
be inflav'd£who ought to have bin inſtru 
knowled# of - the: true God, and of the Chriſtian 
Relicionſit order to their Salvation. Thoſe Fle- 
miſh M nts- that got poſleſſion of the Kingdom 
of Penguelg, to pillage and deſtroy it, made horri- 
ble Spoil there for the ſpace of twenty/years, That 
all I fay- is- the very Truth, may better appear 
by conſulting the Archives of the' Royal "Council, 
which are-full of complaints' againſt the inſidious 
Contrivances of the Spaniards, andthe great Violen- 


ces they have committed to enflave the poor — 
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Theſe poor Wretches have no body to interceed 
for *em, or to protect *em.; and are always in great 
conſternation, becauſe continually expos'd to the in- 
ſults of their Enemies, who oppreſs 'em without he- 
ing calld to account for it. So that they deſpair of 


relief, not knowing to whom to addreſs themſelyes | 


for juſtice. ; 

Now ſeeing the Artifices that have bin us'd to in. 
ſlave theſe poor Creatures, are ſo unjuſt and tyranni- 
cal ; and ſeeing theſe People as well as others are 
borg free, it, follows -that the Spaniards have acted 
contrary to the Law of Nations,in inflaving all thoſe 
Iadians whom they have taken for that end evyer 
ſince the Diſcovery of the New World, and have 
by their Violences evidently tranſgreſs'd the Law of 
God and Nature. | 

To prove yet farther that the Spaniards are ob- 
lig'd to reſtore. thoſe. Indians their Liberty, whom 
they yet detain.in bondage, there's only need of 
ia g one reflection, namely. that the Law of God 
Ns 802 to make reſtitution of every thing we 
have taken unjuſtly from our-Neighbours, and to 
- make reparation for the injuries Gone *em ; and 
without doing thus *tis impoſlible to be ſav'd. Up- 
on this Principle "tis evadent, that the Spaniards 
ought to releaſetheir Indian Slaves, and to do what 
in'em lies to:make *em amends for the wrong they 
have.done ?em, againſt all Law and Equity. for *tis 
not* to x Sppor'd the fin will 'be-forgiyen, till 
what has; bin unjuſtly. taken away is reſtor'd ; and 


? 


conan the Spaniards who have treated the 
poor Indians. after fo ill a.manner, and yet don't go 
about. to. make *em ſatisfa&tion, are under the, guilt 
. of a mortal Sin. | ks #2 
- To :make this. appear yet more. evidently, two 
things muſt. be ſuppos'd..--Firſt, that there were no 
Slayes in New Spain, onthe Borders of ogeeh there 
| welt 
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dwelt divers Nations, eſpecially the Mexicans, that 
are more dexterons and politic than other Indians : 
This every one knows who is acquainted with 
the new World. Secondly, That the term Slave 
does not ſignify the ſame thing among the Indians as 
among the Europeans, but only denotes a Servant 
with the former, or one that has ſome particular 
obligation to aſſiſt us in our neceſſary Afﬀeirs; fo 
that to be the Slave of an Indian, is to be but one 
degree below his Son ; *tis to dwell in his Houſe, to 
take care of his Goods and Silver, to wait on his 
Wife and Children, which is conſiſtent with the 
enjoyment of his Liberty : He ſets the Houſe in 
order, ſows the Land, and does any neceſſary work, 
as occaſion requires. And his Maſter on his part 
treats him with a great, deal of Kindneſs and Hu- 
manity, as if he were not oblig'd to render him this 
Service. Thoſe Miſſionaries tliat have learn'd the 
Indian Language, and know the import of their 
words, can teſtify the truth of what I ſay. 

It is farther to be ſuppos'd, that in New Spain and 
Mexico many unlawful ways have bin usd by the 
Spaniards to inſlave the Indians, in ſo much that one 
would have thought they knew nothing of the true 
God, nor had ever heard of the Precepts of the 
Goſpel. When,there was a Famin there, which ſel- 
dom happens in thoſe rich and fertil Countriess, 
thoſe Indians that had a ſtock of Corn, perſwaded 
them that,were- poor to ſell *em their Children for 
ſome of their Corn : with this propoſal they com- 
ply'd very willingly, becauſe their Servitude is ſo 
eaſy, their Slaves not being oblig'd to any very hard 
Labor, And the Indians are naturally obſequious and 
ſubmiſſive. to thoſe on whom they depend; they 
would give one of their Children for five Buſhels of 
Corn, and this was the ordinary Price they gave. 
'Tis true, this was an unjuſt method of making 
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Slaves,” becauſe all things ought to be common in ; 
time of extreme Neceſlity ; for the Law of N;. 
ture obliges us freely to give or lend to thoſe that 
are under preſſing want. | 

Another occahtion on which the Spaniards made | 
the Mdians their Slaves was this; when any one had ' 
found an "Indian with ſome Ears of Corn which he 
had ſtolen, he had Authority to make him his Slave. 
The Miſlionaries have obſerv'd that ſome of '%em 
would maliciouſly ſcatter Ears of Corn in the High- 
ways, that they might ſeize thoſe for Slaves that 
had* innocently gather'd *em up. Beſides this, the 
Parents and Relations of him that had the. Corn 
found upon him were made Slaves for this imagina- 
ry Theft, which is a very unjuſt and criminal Ar- 
tice. They likewiſe had invented a fort of Play 
ambng em, in which he that loſt was made a Slave; 
the beſt Players woukd mitke as if they knew not 
how-to play, "to inſnare- thoſe that were ignorant 
into their Service. Tf any one whom they had thus 
capght; preſum'd to runfaway, his neareſt Relations 
were farc'd to ſupply his place" «When a Free-man 
had hain with a Woman that was#Stave, her Maſter 
had power to ſerze him/or his Wife, if he were 
mar 


for the Maſters of theſe young She-ſlaves would put 
'em upon Enticing Men to le with *em,” on purpoſe 
to cxtch *em if\this Trap, If a $fave rook-any thing 
out of his Maſter's Honſe to give it to his Relations, 
they all-immediately became hif*Maſter's Slaves. 
Whenfeveral Merc hawrs went into'othey Coufftries 
for Slaves tq ſell-in-New# Spain, where they had" the * 
vet trade for *em, they lent thoſe that were poor 
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their Goods and Corn upon Uſury ; and when they 
were not in a condition to pay for what they had 
bought, they ſeiz'd em for Slaves. If he that ow'd 
the Sum, died before the Debt was, diſcharg'd, and 
his Wife and Children were not capable ot paying 
the Creditor, they became his Slaves. In time of Fa- 
min, Parents would ſell one of their Children to ſerve 
a Maſter for a certain number of years ; but indeed 
there was no end of this Servitude, for if the Maſter 
dy'd, his Relations would take poſſeſſion of his Slave. 
But the Biſhop of Mexico, who is a very pious and 
virtuous Prelat, has. written an account in Latin of 
all the Tricks the Spanzards have us'd to inſlave the 
Indians ;, by which *tis eaſy to ſee with how much 
Injuſtice they have abus'd the Simplicity and Neceſ- 
lity of theſe poor wretches to reduce *em to a miſe- 
rable ſtate of Bondage. 

From what I have been relating it appears, that 
the Indians being Idolaters, and deſtitute of the 
knowledg of the true God, and the Rules of Chriſ- 
tianity, don't regulate their Actions by ſuch Mo- 
tives as the fear of Hell, and the deſire of Heaven, 
and the hope of faying their good Works rewarded 
hereafter : TherEfore they are vicious and corrupt 
in many reſpeas ; for inſtance, they don't obferve 
the Law of Nations in the Wars they make one up- 
on another ; by which one may well gueſs thereare 
many other injuſt things done among /em. * 

But the Faith of*Ghriſt, and the Precepts of the 
Goſpel 


gamy, arc oblig'd to pot away all their Wives 
but ofie,” according-to the prefcription of the Law 


of God, as'ell as to reſtore all the Goods you 
| | | ave 
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Slaves,” becauſe all things ought to be common in , 
time of extreme Neceſlity ; for the Law of N;. 
ture obliges us freely to give or lend to thoſe that 
are under preſſing want. | | 
Another occaſion on which the Spaniards made 
the Mdians their Slaves was this; when any one had * 
found an Indian with ſome Ears of Corn which he 
had ſtolen, he had Authority to make him his Slave, 
The Miſſionaries have obſerv'd that ſome of '%em 
would maliciouſly ſcatter Ears of Corn in the High. 
ways, that they might ſeize thoſe for Slaves that 
had* innocently gather'd *em up. Beſides this, the 
Parents and Relations of him that had the Corn 
found upon him were made Slaves for this imagina- 
ry Thefr, which is a very nnjuft and criminal Ar- 
tifice. They likewiſe had invented a fort of Play 
ambng%em, in which hethat loſt was made a Slave; 
the beſt Players won mike as if they knew not 
how-to play, 'to inſnare:- thoſe that 'were ignorant 
into their Service. If any one whom they had thus 
cavght, preſum'd to runaway, his neareſt Relations 
were farc'd to ſupply his placE"«#When a Free-man 
had lain with a Woman that was#Stave, her Maſter 
had power to ſerze him or his Wife, if he were 
married, andto oblige-thn to ſerve him till ſhe was 
brayght to be®&.. "Which Coſtom obtain'd through- 
«but the whole Country. "He that had a young Maid to 
_ his Slave, "would inflaye any one/that lay with her, 
which was atterided with' great Inconveniences; 
for the Maſters of theſe young She-ſlaves would put 
'em upon Enticing Men to He with *em,” on purpoſe 
to catch 'em Ifithis Trap, If a Slave rook.any thing 
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out of his Maſter's Honſe to give it tÞ his Relations, 
they 'all-1mmediaxely became hi&*Maſter's Slaves. 
Whenfeveral Merchawrs went into%other Coufftrics 
for Slaves tq ſellin New Spain, where they had' the 
veſt trade” for *em, they lent thoſe that were poor 
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their Goods and Corn upon Uſury ; and when they 
were not in a condition to pay for what they had 
bought, they ſeiz'd *em for Slaves. If he that ow'd 
the Sum, died before the Debt was_diſcharg'd, and 
his Wite and Children were not capable of paying 
the Creditor, they became his Slaves. In time of Fa- 
min, Parents would ſell one of their Children to ſerve 
a Maſter for a certain number of years ; but indeed 
e. W there was no end of this Servitude, for if the Maſter 
n MW dy'd, his Relations would take poſſeſſion of his Slave. 
- W But the Biſhop of Mexico, who is a very pious and 
t W virtuous Prelat, has written an account in Latin of 
| all the Tricks the Spanzards have us'd to inſlave the 
Indians; by which tis eaſy to ſee with how much 
Injuſtice they have abus'd the Simplicity and Neceſ- 
lity of theſe poor wretches to reduce *em to a miſe- 
rable ſtate of Bondage. 

From what I have been relating it appears, that 
the Indians being Idolaters, and deſtiture of the 
knowledg of the true God, and the Rules of Chriſ- 
tianity, don't regulate their Actions by ſuch Mo- 
tives as the fear of Hell, and the deſire of Heaven, 
and the hope of faying their good Works rewarded 
hereafter : Therefore they are vicious and corrupt 
in many reſpeQs ; for inſtance, they don't obſerve 
the Law of Nations in the Wars they make one up- 
on another ; by which one may well gueſs thereare 
many other injuſt things done among 'em. % + # 

But the Faith of Ghriſt, and the Precepts of the 
Goſpel are-for preſerving only good Laws and 
Cuſtoms, ang for aboliſhing thoſe that are bad, eſpe- 


Polygamy, arc re to bot mA all 2 Fe 
but ofie,” according-to the prefcription of the Law 
of God, as well as to reſtore all the Goods they 
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have gotten by unlawful ways of Robbery or Extox. 
tion. "If Chriſtians follow the evil Cuſtoms of 11. 
fidels, ' or tolerate 'em when they can hinder 'eq 
they manifeſtly render themſelves Accomplices ir 
the Crimes of thoſe Idolaters, becauſe we are 6. 
lig'd by the Divine Law to abſtain from ſuch Aion; 
as may occaſion Scandal, or any way injure the 
temporal or ſpiritual Welfare of our Neighbor. 
For this reaſon St. Paul commanded Chriſtians not 
to eat things offerd to Idols, leſt it ſhould bx Þ Þ 
thought they approv'd of thoſe damnable $acri. 
fices ; tho they might eat of thoſe very meats, pro. Þ © 
vided the Pagans did not ſee 'em, and ſo were not Þ * 
ſcandaliz'd by the Action. | 
All Chriſtians are oblig'd by the Divine Word 
to do what in 'em lies for the Abolition of ſinful 
Cuſtoms, or at leaſt to abſtain from *em, and diſ- 
approve *em themſelves.” And when a man doubts 
whether any Action he is'about to do Isjuſt or injaſt, 
he can't do it with a good Conſcience: this is a ge- 
neral. Rule that admits of no exception, becauſe 
Chriſtians are oblig*d by'the Dodrin of the Goſpel, 
- Tather to loſe all they have than to commit the leaſt 

Sin. Therefore while the Mind hefitates and doubts, 
whether the A@ion on which one thinks be fin or 

no, we ought neceſlarily to abſtain from it. The 

very defire of doing ſuch 'an Attion is contrary to 

© - . «* Tight, Reaſon; and tothe Love of God - becauſe it 
| would be to expoſe one's ſelf tothe hazard of tranſ- 
. greſling | the Divine Will, to do that" concerning 
; which one labors under an uncertainty whether it 
be lawfut or forbiddefi. And the Donbt, when one 
thus ventures to fin, is no tonger a mexe- Doubr, 
but moſt certainly becomes an Offence againſt God, 
vecaule we are always. oblig'dto' take*the ſafeſt 
ofle. Whet' it falls ont that 'we meet with two 
mRT*920c" are" Goponnin Which is" WP" right, wc 
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ought always to chuſe that which is the leaſt dan- 
gerous,” according to that Maxim of St. Auguſtin 
m his penitential Book, Take what tis certain, and 
leave what 15 uncertain. 

The Rules of the Civil Law, which are confirm'd 
by Reaſon, by the Law of Nature, and that of 
Chriftian Charity, admit of a Diſpenſation in ſome 
caſes, when there is a proſpe& of-ſome great Good, 
to which a greater ſtritneſs would probgbly be 
prejudicial. 'But *tis a general Rule, that when a 
Man deliberates on two doubtful things, he is to 
determin his choice on that ſide where he may avoid 
Sin, where there are the feweſt Inconveniences, 
and where his Neighbour's Intereſt runs the leaſt 
hazard. Upon this Principle, Clergy-men ought 
not to be oblig'd to retire and live ſeparatly from 
ther Mothers, Grandmothers or Siſters, or to for- 
{fake their.Father's Houſe ; becauſe ſuch a Separation 
may be very diſadvantagious to *em, tho there may 
youay be fome Inconvenience likewiſe in their 

welling togethey, 

That man retains a thing with an evil Conſcience, 


. abont which he is'in doubt whether it be lawfully: 
* gotten, or which-he has receiv'd of one who had 


no right toit, or who had reaſon to doubr'whether 
it belong'd to him or no. Whatever is poſleſYd 
under ſuch circumſtances, is kept contrary to the 
Rules of Juſtice, and againſt borth-the Law of God"»-- © © 
and Nature.” Therefore the Spaniards who keep 
thoſe I»dians in ſlavery, concerning whom they are 
in doubt whether they have bin bought, or given 
to thoſe of whom they had *em, a& contrary to 
Juſtice and to the Law of God, in retaining 'em 
while under. this doubt. - Every. one knows that a 
man 1s Oblig'd to reſtore whatever he does - 
fully and whatever he has receiv'd tray one 
that-had no juſt right to it? becauſe a "can't 
| cCOmmu® 
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communicate a right to another, which he has no; 
"whelt any one buys or receives | el 


firſk If, Thus 
any £ oma Perſon who. ſells or gives it, ani Þ vi 
yet has no- right to'itg he is _oojuſt it he keeps it, vi 
and 1s oblig?d > wa, re 10n.: 'Fhe Reaſon is P 
L evident, hecauſe *tis.no lel$ than the commiſſion of Þ mo 
k , Theft, "> Vifolly, to retaig*any thing againſt the wil 

F. of him:;to whom | . : And tho this thing 
ſhould-have pait | a thouſand hands before it 


came to you, you: ould have -no right to withold 
it from the proper Owner, becauſe theſe were al! 
anawful. 
made. 


aeſlors, and conſequently ought to have 
(totion. © And tho ſome human Laws give 


bu Sx re to retain a thing which gne has bought 
% with Mony that is coin'd with the King's ſtamp, and 
bx is current in the Commbnwealth,- yet this is no law- 
ful Title to it, becauſe human Laws muſt ,not pre- 
C ant to the Lay ol God and. { Ngtore, nor 
pymed which-for d the with- 

of the conſent of 
5, 80 1 fach are Kings 
mpty can't 
2 to:the Law of 
Laws. 
inglys is an Ac- 


"and if jt bee but ſuſpe& 


 . . end Cralties in the Weſt-Indies: t7y 
leſs themſelyes be of ſuch a CharaQter as oblipes 
*em to be acquainted with Law and Equity, as Ci- 
vilians, Judges, and the like; or when they ask ad- 
vice, content themſelves with conſulting only one 
Perſon; tho they have opportunity of adviſing with 
many 3 or ask counſel of intereſted Perſons, and ſuch 
as will not anfwer according to the Dictates of their 
Conſcience, inſtead of conſulting Men of Integrity 
who will give advice according to the Rules of Law 
and Equity; or when they addrefs themfelv&s to 
Perſons whoſe Honeſty 1s ſuſpe&ed upon good 
grounds. A Man is not excufable under ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances as theſe, tho he ask Counſel of the 
Learned in the Law and after having taken their 
Advice, aQts contraty to Right and Equity. Theſe 
four Circumſtances being, regarded, may be of great: 
uſe to eaſe ſcrupulous perſons, of their doubts; and 
to give 'cm peace. of Conſcience. Fon 2 i 
And by theſe Principles it may be eafily known 
that the Spaniards unjuſtly retain moſt of their .n- 
dian Slaves againſt. the Law of God : and if. they 
have a right to.any of 'em,. the number is very, ſmall; 
and they have reeſ0n-to donbt whether . theſe have 
been lawfully made Slaves; becauſe thoſe they have 
had from the Iadians have been brought to *em 8s 
a' Tribute extorted from *em againſt their will; by 


Fear, Menaces and Torments ; fo that they have ng OE - 


juſt Title. to *em : or if they have bought %e:n © 
Indians, they, have us'd unfair tricks to procure %em, 
having terrified the Caciques, and conſtrains 'er1 
by Tertures to deliver up their SubjeRs into their 
bands, threatning otherwiſe to accuſe, '*em to the 
Jadges for worſhipping and offering. Sacrifices to 
Idols ; ſo that the poor: Caciques, when they could 
not give the ards 2s many Indians as they de- 
marided, us'd.to.ſteal, *em where they could;  *Tis 
?xn6; when theſe Diſorders came to be known to his 

N Majeſty / 
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Majeſty, he -expreſly forbad any ſach ways of in- 
flaving the People for the future. 
As for thoſe few Slaves which the Indians have 
volantariiy fold, tho' the Spaniards have hitherto 
made no queſtion that they 'had'a lawful right to 
*em, they-have had however reaſon enough to doubt 
it, and 'they ought by-no means fo have taken 
poſſeſſion of *em,, till-they had firſt n&d all neceſſa- 
ry diligence to get information whether they might 
do it with a good Conſcience ; and if after all their 
inquiry _the matter remain'd dubious, they ought . 
not to have bought *em- while under that ſcruple: 
So that all the ways they have taken to procure 
themſelves” great numbers of Slaves are unlawful: 
And when the Indian Princes ſaw- how eagerly the 
Spaniards purſu'd this trade, they wovld tyrannize 
over their Subjets, and force *em to become Slaves, 
that they might be capable of anſwering the Spaniards 
demands; and of buying the trifles they ſold ”em. 
The Judges of the Royal Council, who have ſounded 
this-matter to the bottom, have declar'd, that ſcarce 
any* 6f+ the Indians have been lawfully inſlav'd, and 
on this account have ſet many of %em at liberty. 

The Miſſionary Monks who underſtood the Lan- 
guage of the Indians, and were acquainted with 
their Secrets, have. declar'd, that thoſe who have 
- kept 'em as their Slaves, have done ſo without any 

juſt ground : and they had no intereſt to ſpeak after 
this manner,. being only concern'd'about the Salva- 
tion of Souls. us 

And can it be thought that the* Spaniards were ig- 
norant of what themſelves had done; who made 
themſelves formidable to the p6ot Tdians, and forc?d 
'em by ſevere Puniſhments- to procure *em what 
Slaves they requird.? *And theſe ignorant Infidels, 
who have {6 little 6f-the fear 6f1dv&of God, might 
eaſily perſyade thenielves that" there was ts 

juſtice 


a 
* 
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juſtice in doing what they ſaw Chriſtians do before 
em ; ſothat their ill Examples might well embolden 
| *em to ſteal away fatherleſs Children, to trepan the 
ignorant, and even to make uſe of force and vio- 
lence to get Slaves to ſell to the Spaniards. For 
after this manner have the Indians been corrupted 
and induc'd to commit all kinds of Injuſtice againſt 
their own Country-men to procure Slaves, lince 
they have had Converſation with the Chriſtians, 
who incouraged %em in theſe Tricks, not only by 
| their Words, but likewiſe by their Example. And 
' - tis moſt certain, the Spaniards could not be igno- 
| rant of theſe unrighteous Proceedings, ſince them- 
ſelves were the occaſion and inſtruments. of all this 
Miſchief: and it muſt at leaſt be granted, that they 
were oblig'd to ſuſpe& whether the Slaves that were 
brought *em were taken as lawful Priſoners of War 
and to-inquire whether they might keep 'em with a | 
good Conſcience or not. EE on rs 2 

They drove this trade with ſuſpicions Perſons, 
and therefore might well have preſum'd that. they 
offended the Rules of Juſtice 3 and that thoſe that 
gave or fold theſe Slaves to *em, had no right ſo: to 
do. Men ought to be very cautious hov? they deal 
with the Indians, leſt they approve of the Theft and 
other Crimes of theſe Infidels. . The Spaniards knew 
well enough what was commonly feported of the........_ 
Indians every where, that they us'd many unjuſt and 
' tyrannical ways to get Slaves on all ſides; and there- 
fore ought to have ſcrupled the buying of, *em ſuch 
as were naturally free, and who had bin inflav'd 
againſt the Law of Nations : So that they can ne- 
ver excuſe themſelves from poſſeſſing 'em unjuſtly,” 
and from participating of the Crimes of the /ndians 
in ſtealing and captivating great numbers of People. 
Among a hundred thouſand Slaves whom the Jadrans. 
have fold to the Spaniards, or paid *em by way of 

N z Tribute,” 
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Tribute, perhaps not one of *em was properly 
Slave, or taken in a juſt and lawful War. But al- 
lowing ſome of *em to be ſo, how could they be dif. 
tinguiſh'd from the reſt in this vaſt number * Beſides, 
that there is a great difference, as we have already 
obſery'd, between the Slaves of the Indians and 
thoſe of the Europeans : The former make Slavery 
not very uneaſy or troubleſom, their Slaves being 
in a manner free, and not much differing from their 
Children; whereas Slavery among the Spaniards is a 
moſt terrible condition, and thoſe that are ſubjected 
to it, enjoy no Favor, Comfort or Reſt, but are con- 
tinually expos'd to Hunger and Thirſt, and other 
ſevere Puniſhments : Nor are there any Laws or 
Statutes that can ſoften the cruel Temper of the 
Spaniards, and hinder 'em from exacting of their 
Slaves ſuch Service as ſurpaſſes human Strength. 
From all the Principles we have been eſtabliſhing, 
it follows, Firſt, that his Majeſty is oblig'd by the 
Law of God to ſet all thoſe Indians at liberty, 
whom the Spaniards have made their Slaves, and 
unjuſtly retain as ſuch. Firſt, Becauſe his Majeſty 
is oblig'd to do Juſtice to all the World, to great 
and {mall, without reſpe& of Perſons, without de- 
ipiſing the Cauſe of the miſerable and afflicted, who 
are not in a confidition to defend themſelves, or re- 
.dreſs their own Grievances. *Tis the principal du- 
ty of Kings to execute Juſtice, and prote& the 
weak againſt the oppreſſion of the ſtrong ; and 
when they fail in this, they ſometimes draw down 
the Divine Vengeance on their own Perſons and 
Kingdoms ; becauſe the Cries of the poor, and ſuch 
as labor under Miſery, inceſſantly go up to the 
Throne of -God, And ſince the Spaniards unjuſtly 
oppreſs the Indians, who have no way to ſecure 
themſelves from the Violence and "Tyranny of their 
Perſecutors ; *tis evident his Majeſty is oblig'd to 
ſtop 
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 fop the courſe of their Injuſtice, and to reſtore 


thoſe poor People their Liberty who groan under 
ſo cruel a Bondage. Nor ought this to be one mo- 
ment deferr'd, ſeeing theſe Vexations arc publick 
and notorious, and his Majeſty cannot be ignorant 
of *em. | 

Thoſe Kings that are willing to obſerve the frict 
Rules of Juſtice, whether Pagans or Chriſtians, ought 
to uſe their utmoſt Efforts to keep their Subjects in 
peace, tho at the ſame time they ſhould forget no- 
thing that may conduce to lead 'em in the way of 
Virtue ; becauſe the end that every Governor of a 
Commonwealth onght to propoſe to himſelf is, to 
aft ſo as to render all his Subjets virtuons. How 
much more are Catholic Princes, who profeſs to 
follow the Rules of Chriſt, oblig'd to govern their 
SubjeQts according to his Precepts, and to remove 
all the Obſtacles that are likely to turn 'em out of 
the wy of Truth ? In which Enterprize they cannot 
ſucceed without giving *em good. and equal Laws, 


and obliging ?em to an exaQt obſervance of 'em. 


Chriſtian Princes are moreover bound to exhort 
their Subje&ts to ſerve the true God, and to yield 
obedience to the Dodrin of Chriſt, as much as 
poſſibly they can. And ſeeing the Spaniards by un- 
juſtly retaining the Mdians in ſlavery, are continually 
in the habit of a mortal Sin, 'and conſequently dowt 
live according to the Laws of Chriſt, our Kings 
ought to command '*em to releaſe all the Mdians, 
that they may remove this great Obſtacle which lies 
in the way of their Subjects Salvation. The Royal 
Character of Princes obliges 'em to make Laws and 
Regulations, that Juſtice may be maintain'd, and 
the People ſubje& to their Government preſerv'd 
in the prattice of Virtue; andare likewiſe requir d 
by the Divine Law to employ their temporal Power 
for the avgmentation of the Catholic Church, _ 
N 3 rhe 
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the maintenance of Eccleſiaſtical Diſciplin, that the 
Profeſlors of Chriſtianity may not rebel againſt thc 
Miniſters of Chriſt. In this they may lawfully em. 
ploy the terror of their Arms, to keep all People 
to -their Nuty; for otherwiſe Temporal Power 
would not he neceſlary for the adminiſtration of the 
Afﬀairs of the Church, . From hence it may fairly 
þe concluded, that the King of Spain ought to uz 
his power to render Juſtice to the poor Indians, who 
are ſo tyrannically oppreſs'd, and to ſtrengthen the 
hanis of the Miniſters of the Church in the Jndies 
by his Authority, who are not able to make any 
progreſs by their Miniſtry among the Natives, nor 
to reclaim the Spaniards from their Vices, while they 
are ſufftr'd to afflict and perſecute the poor Jnd:ans, 
becauſe theſe continual Violences, and their fix'd 
reſolution to perſiſt in *em, are habitual Sins. At 
preſent they regard not at all the Remonſtrances and 
Menaces of Prelats, or Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, but 
go on adding Sin to Sin, in ſo much that the Church 
in the ndies is in a forlorn condition, and under 
great difficulties : ſo that the I:zdians ought to be {ct 
free, that the Obſtruftions lying in the way of their 
Salvation may be remov'd, and that they may the 
better he engag'd to ſubmit to the Dodtrin that is 

reach'd to *em: For- by this means Chriſtian 
"ru will have a full liberty-to exerciſe their Mi- 


— -xiſtry, and to diſcharge their Apoſtolic Funttions. 


© The Biſhops of America are oblig'd by the Law 
of God continually to ſollicit his Majeſty and his 
Royal Council to deliver the Mdians from. the Op- 
rellion under which they groan, and to give 'em 
| heir former Liberty, becauſe theſe Biſhops are ne- 
celarily engag'd by their CharaQter to do the belt 
hey. can for the, diſcharge of their Paſtoral, Office, 
vel conſits 19 governing and teaching the People 
\KNQer their Condn, and in providing for all nie] 
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ſpiritual neceſlities ; as alſo in ſecuring 'em as well as 
they can from any temporal Injury, and in reſcuing 
*'em from the hands of Oppreilors, eſpecially when 
the Vexations: they ſuifer are fo many ſtumbling 
blocks in the way of their Salvation. Nor ought 
they to be wanting 1n procuring em all the tempo- 
ral Advantages they can. 

The Dominican and Franciſcan Friers are very Þi- 
ous and prudent, and deſerve to be highly commend- 
ed, in that they have agreed to refuſe abſolution to - 
all the Spaniards of New Spain, who keep Indian 
Slaves, and to oblige *em to bring this aftair under 
examination before the Royal Council, in con- 
formity to the Laws newly made ; tho they would 
have done better not to have had recourſe to this 
Tribunal. Theſe Monks know very well by experi- 
ence what unjuſt and deceittul Methods have been 
us'd to inſlave the Indians, and can't doubt but God 
has been highly offended by theſe Violences, and 
that thoſe who have committed em are dblig'd to 
repair the Injuries of which they have been guilty. 
A Confeſſor who undertakes to hear Mens Confelli- 
ons, one who officiates in quality of a Biſhop or 


.Curat as a ſpiritual Judg, ought to underſtand the 


Obligations of his Miniſtry, and to have that know- 
ledg and prudence which is requilite to perform it 
after a becoming manner, that he may paſs a wiſe 
and juſt Judgment on all matrers propos'd to him, 
and rightly diſcern what wrong is ofter'd to any'op- 
preſſed Party. If his ignorance or negligence 1s the 
cauſe of his Miſtake, ſo that he obliges not his Pe- 
nitent to reſtore any ill-gotten goods, he commits a 


great Sin, and is himſelf bound to make reſtituti- 


on and amends for the Injuſtice done the offended 
Party: Juſt as a Phyſician who has through igno- 
rance done ſome conſiderable Miſchief to his Pa- 


; tient, or occaſion'd his death, ought to make ſome 
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ſpecial Reparation for his fault, The ſame may 
be ſaid of Judges that paſs an unrighteous Sen. 
tence, while they are ignorant of the Law, or take 
no care to inform themſelves of the merit of the 
Cauſe before ?em, becauſe ſuch negle& and igno- 
rance are criminal, and they ought to know the 
matters on which they are iatruſted to paſs a Judg. 
ment. 

'Tis certain all the Eccleſiaſtical Perſons in New 
Spain are well aſlpr'd that the Mdians have been in- 
ſlav'd, and are ſtill kept in bondage, contrary to all 
Law and Equity ; and therefore are not oblig'd to 
refer the Examination of this Aﬀeair to the Royal 
Council : beſides, there are all forts of tricks and 
devices uſed to divert the Council from taking cog- 
nizance of the matter, leſt they ſhould ſuppreſs thoſe 
vexatious Practices. His Majeſty ought with all 
ſpeed to iſſve out his Orders for the releaſe of theſe 
miſerable People, and ſo much the rather, becauſe 
the oppreſſion they are under is the occaſion of the 
ruin of an infinit number of: Souls. And this is the 
only way te reclaim the Spaniards from the habit of 
a mortal Sin, and to put the Prelats in a conditi- 
on freely to acquit themſelves of their Eccleſiaſtical 
Fun&tions. | oy PAT TE robRe 


_ Among al} the Expedients Frier Don Bartbolomew 
* & Laſ-Caſas, Biſhop of the Royal City of Chiapa, 
propos'd tor the reeſtabliſhment of Peace and Tran- 
oillity in America, the moſt effectual was that of 
direRtly ſubjeQing all the Weſt-Indies to the Crown 
of: Spam,: that ſo the Spaniſh Lords might be uncapa- 
ble ' at making the Indians their own Subjedts and 
Vaſſals, - 'And he ſupported this Propoſal with many 
Yery'cogent Reaſons.: et + 
! Firſb,.he ſays, the Princes and People of the New 
Wore "being Inbdels; and their Converſion ow 
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holy Faith appearing neceſllary, *tis very proper 


| they ſhould be under the ProteQion of a Catholic 
* and powerful King, who has a true zeal for the ho- 
| nor and propagation of the Chriſtian Religion, and 


might ſend able Miſſionaries into the New World; 
to bring thoſe Idolaters to the knowledg of the true 
God, and to embrace our Divine Religion, and ſub- 
mit themſelves to the Holy See. And hence it ap- 
pears that nothing can be more adyantageous to the 
Indians, 'than to put themſelves under the proteQi- 
on of Catholic Princes, that no particular Lords 
may be capable of taking poſſeſſion of %m as their 
Property. This is what the Kings of Spain ought 
to regard, without ſharing with any others that Pow- 
er and Authority they have acquired over the 14- 
dians ;, for they ought to preſerve this Juriſdiction 


immediately to themſelves, and not divide it to in- 


veſt private Men with it. And this is an Afﬀair of 
ſo "great conſequence, that no leſs than both the 
temporal and eternal Welfare of thoſe Nations de- 
pend on it; for the Converſion of the New World 
would be a very advantageous thing to the Com- 
monwealth. | | 

”'Tis neither juſt nor poſſible to abandon this Juriſ- 
diction to private Perſons, ſince none but the King 
Ean be inveſted with it ; becauſe when the Pope has 
once made choice of any Perſon or Power for this At- 
fair, it ought not to be delegated or entruſted to ano- 
ther. When he has in this matter declar'd himfelf 
in favor of any Perſon illuſtrious by his Character 
and Merit, who has a perfe& knowledg of any Cauſe 
he may have to determin, *tis to be preſum'd he'l 
paſs ſuch a Judgment as the Pope himſelf would 
have done. Now tis manifeſt that in the Caſe in 
queſtion we have a Perſon cloth'd with Grandeur ang 
Dignity, ſeeing he is King of Spain, a very good 
Chriſtian, and zealous for the Catholic Religion ; 
m4 WEIS" 15-00 an 
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and the matter is of great importance, becauſe it 
concerns the preaching and propagation of the trye 
Faith and Worſhip of God, the Converſion of nume. 
rous Nations, and the Government of *em ; which 
is to be adminiſtred with Lenity and Prudence 
that Juſtice may'be maintain'd among ?em, and the 
love of Virtue inſpir'd into *em : which is an Em. 


ploy too great for any but Soveraign Princes to Þ 


perform. 

*Tis certain the Holy See has choſen the King of 
$pain to be entruſted with the Government of the [x- 
dies ; which may be prov'd by two conſiderable Cir- 
cumſtances. The. firſt of which is the Clauſe added 
in the Commullion, We rely upon your Fidelity, Prudence 
and Fuſtice : which is inſerted in the Bull of Grant 
and Commiſſion of the Indies to the moſt ſerene Kings 
of Spam, wherein the Pope ſays in expreſs Terms; 
 ©Knowing yon to be Kings truly Catholic, as we 
* have been aſſur'd by many experiences, and that 
© your Piety.1s every where regarded throughout the 
© Chriſtian World, we doubt not but you will uſe 
© all the care and diligence you can for the Exaltati- 
© on and Increaſe of the Catholic Faith ; as you have 
© ſpar'd no charge or pains to reſcue the Kingdom 
© of Grenada from the hands of Sarazens and Infidels, 
© which has ſo much conduc'd to the Glory of the 
© name of God. prop 1 ; 

The ſecond Circumſtance 1s, that when any ex- 
preſs Order is added: in the Commiſſion, the firſt 
Clauſe of it is expreſs'd in theſe Words: 

* We, exhort you [by. your Holy Baptiſm, which 
* obliges you to ſubmit to our Apoſtolic Orders ; 
-* and weconjure you by the Bowels of Compaſſion 
* in Jeſus Chriſt, . that you would generouſly under- 
* take this Expedition, |to engage the People of the 
* New.World to embrace the Chriſtian Religion : 
* aor letany Hardſhips or Perils diſcourage you, but 
| | © put 
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* # put your truſt in God, who will make your Work 


© tucceed to his Glory. 

The other Claute contajns a kind of Command, 
and 1s thus expreſs'd ; 

* We command you in virtue of the holy Obe- 
* dience you owe us; and we doubt not but you 
*will undertake this Afﬀair with a great dcal of 
F zeal and fervor, and ſend into the Iſlands and 
* Continent Men fearing God, able, experienc'd, 
* and capable of inſtructing the Inhabitants of the 
* New World in the Catholic Faith, and of inſpir- 
£ing *em with the love of Virtue. 

Theſe Circumſtances make it ſufficiently appear, 
that the Pope gave the charge of cauſing the Indians 
to be inſtructed to the Kings of Spain, in conſide- 
ration of the ſignal Services render'd the Church by 
that Crown ; nay, that he has oblig'd them to un- 
dertake this good work by his expreſs Command to 
apply themſelves to it, in virtue of the holy Qhbe- 
dience they owe him. 

Purſuant to this theſe Princes ſolemnly engag'd 
themſelves to ſecond the Pope's deſigns with all their 
Power: Their Promiſe was turn'd into a Covenant, 
and became a formal Obligation on 'em ; and.,con- 
ſequently 'tis the indiſpenfible Duty of the Kings of 


- Spain to be the Miniſters of the Holy See in carry- 


ing the Word of Gad into the Indies, and contribut-. 
ing all their. Power to continue the work of convert- 
ing the Indians : Their care ſhould be extended to 
their temporal as well as ſpiritual Concerns; and 
they ought to negle& nothing that may be neceſlary 
for their preſervation or converſion. Nor 1s it law- 
ful for theſe Princes to abdicate this Authority, and 
diveſt themſelves of this Juriſdiction. 

Let your Majeſty therefore pleaſe to conſider ſe- 
riouſly how ſtri& and indiſpenſible this Obligation 


is; be pleagd to remember that io the year 499, 
<; ep WIEN 
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when Chriſtopher Columbus, the firſt Diſcoverer ang 
Admiral of the Weſt- Indies, had permitted each 
Spaniard that accompanied him to take one 7ndian in 
recompence of the great Services done the Crown 
of Spain in that Voyage, when thoſe Indians arriv'd 
in Spain, your Majeſty ſo much reſented it, that 
*rwas not eaſy to appeaſe your Anger on that occa. 
fion. Your Majeſty ask*d if the Admiral had power 
to deſtroy your Subjefts; and commanded'the $Sjg- 
#iards to ſend back to the Indies all the Indians they 
had brought from thence on pain of Death. Ac- 
cordingly they return'd in the year 1500, when 
Francis Bobadilla went to take the Government of the 
New World. 

The ſecond reaſon that proves your Majeſty under 
an obligation to incorporate the Indies into the [n- 
keritance of your Crown, and not to ſuffer the $pa- 
nards in the leaft to uſurp any thing in quality of 
Lords and Maſters, is, that otherwiſe *tis impoſlible 
the People ſhould ever be brought to eſpouſe Chri- 
ſtianity. To comprehend the force of this Reaſon 
it muſt be remember'd that the Deſign of your Maje- 
ſy's Title to poſleſs theſe newly-diſcover'd Nations, 
15 no other than the publication of the Goſpel, to 
ſpread the knowledg of Jeſus Chriſt among 'em ; 
and conſequently-your Majeſty is oblig'd to remove 
all Impediments that oppoſe this end, by eſtabliſh- 
ing good Laws and Orders, and uſing all other juſt 
ways and means to render this deſign proſperous. 
The End is always the great Spring that ſhould give 
motion and dire&ion to our Adtions ; and 'tis this 
we ought to have principally-in view, that we may 
the bercer foreſee what Obſtruttions are likely to 
lie in our way, and take the moſt ſutable meaſures 
to attain the end propos'd. Now *tis certain, that 
the Power uſurp'd by the Sponiards over the Indians 
1s one of the greateſt hindrarces to the preaching * 
the 
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* the Goſpel among %m for their Converſion. All 


the World knows their exceſlive Avarice makes *em 


| unwilling to ſuffer the Miſſionary Monks to preach 
| the Goſpel to the Indians, whom thoſe Tyrants look 
| upon as their Vaſſals; becauſe the publication of the 
' Goſpel (they ſay) occaſions a conſiderable damage 


to 'em two ways. Firſt, becauſe theſe Monks make 
the Indians loſe too much time in hearing their In- 
ſtructions; theſe People (ſay they) are naturally 
lazy and negligent, fo that when they are diverted 
from their Work, *tis hard to bring %em to it again. 
[t has often happen'd when the Monks had got the 
Indians together in their Church to inſtru&t *em, the 
Spaniards have come upon em, and taken away a 
hundred or two by force, beating 'em cruelly to the 
ſcandal of the reſt, in ſpite of what the poor Monks 
could ſay or do. And ſuch Violences can't but ex- 
tremely impede the Salvation of the 7adians. Another 
Diſadvantage the Spaniards pretend to receive from 
the Converſion of the Indians, is, that when they are 
once inſtructed in the Maxims of Chriſtianity, they 
grow proud and untracable, and not fo capable to 
ſerve 'em: and is not this an open Confeſſion that 
their private Intereſt is dearer to 'em than the Sal- 
vation of theſe Peoples Souls ? The frame of their 
mind is an habitual mortal Sin againſt Charity,- the 
Order of which they pervert, not only in not pro- 
moting their Salvation themſelves, which they ought 
every day to do, being oblig'd in Conſcience either 
to inſtru *em, or procure others to do fo; but 
alſo in that they are ſo far from acquitting them- 


. ſelves of this duty, that .with all their might they 


ode others from informing em, without being 
afraid of the-Judgments of that God,” who will one 
day ſeverely puniſh 'em for want of Charity to their 
Neighbours, in witholding light from "em, _- 

| | they 
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they have ſo. much need of Information. They 
hinder the pious Miſſionaries from coming to preach 
to *em, leſt they ſhould become acquainted with their 
Vexations and Cruelties, which are ſo great and 
ſtrange, that the Monks are feiz'd with horror when 
the Indians relate *em. And when they ſee with their 
own Eyes how miſerably the Indians are treated, 
they make it their buſineſs (as they are bound in 
duty to: God) to oppoſe theſe Diſorders. They 
ſometimes advertiſe the Judges of thoſe Tribunals 
your Majeſty has eſtabliſhed there of theſe things, 
to ſeek to redreſs *em that way ; tho the means hi- 
therto uſed have had very little effe&t ; becauſe 
the Governors and Judges having a great many 1- 
dians themſelves, to whom they are unmerciful and 
cruel, abuſe their Power in oppreſling theſe poor 
Creatures, cauſing em to be puniſh'd rigorouſly for 
the {lighteſt faults. This is the true reaſon why the 
Monks are look? upon as ſo many troublefom Spies, 
and the Enem'es of their temporal" Intereſt ; fo 
that they car't endure ſo much as to ſee *em, nor 
would they willingly tolerate *em in the Country, 
but often curſe *em, and invent all forts of Calum- 
nies againit 'em, The poor Indians almoſt deſpair 
to ſee any end of their Miſeries ; and having nothing 
to truſt to but the Zeal and Charity of the Monks, 
_Qo love and reverence *em as their Deliverers and 
| ProteRors, {till putting great Confidence in them 
under all their troubles ; they often come in Bodies 
out of their Towns and Citics to meet *em : But *tis 
a gread mortification to the Spaniards to ſee the 71- 
dians pay theſe good Men 1o much reſpe®; and 
they take occaſion from hence to reproach/'em, 
pretending the Monks deſign to make themſelves 
£Lords and Maſters of theſe poor Wretches. But 
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Miſſionaries undergo, and to what Extremity they 
| are often reduc'd by poverty and hunger; when 
| they undertake great Journeys with inexpreſlible 
| fatigue, in rough and troubleſom ways, to aſliſt the 
| Indians, and ſhew 'em the way of Salvation; and to 
* admoniſh the Spaniards of their enormous Sins, in 
* tormenting em ſo many ways, in robbing and mur- 
| dering em : all which Violences call for large reſti- 
* totion, if they expect to be ſav'd. Covetouſntds 
* and Injuſtice reign more in the dies, than in all the 
| World beſides; tho the Spaniards have no juſt right 
* nor power there, ſince they don't derive it of your 
* Majeſty. The dans are naturally timorous and 
> cowardly, or rather the ill Treatments and Cruel- 
- ties-of the Spaniards have terrified *em to that de- 
 gree, that conſternation and dread are become na- 


tural to *em) inſomuch that they ſcarce remember 
they are Men. 

'Tis impoſlible for Men in their Condition to ap- 
ply themſelves to hear the preaching of the Goſpel, 
that ſo they might become Chriſtians, fince the 
Spaniards ſo ſtrenuouſly p__ it ; who onght chere- 
ore to give ap the Title they have uſurp'd over 
them, ever ſince they made a Conqueſt of *em, as 
they are wont to boaſt. © They that have any Intereſt 
in a Governor's favor, diſpoſe of the Perſons of 


the Indians as their proper Goods, and divide ems... —_— 


among themſelves, as it they were born abſolute 
Vaſſals, Two or three Spaniards will ſometimes 
appropriate to themſelves a whole Nation of J114:- 
ans. 'It may be the Maſter of the Family falls to 
the Lot of one, his Wife to another, and their 
Children ts'a third. They are ſent to the Mines 


_ loaded Hike Horſes, and forc'd to carry heavy Bur- 


dens. # hundred or two hundred Leagues ; this is 
ſen'every day. To obviate theſe Diſorders, - 
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will not be ſufficient that your Majeſty demand your 
Tributes, and threaten thoſe with ſevere Puniſh- 
ment who ſhall preſume to torment the Indians for 
the future, or exaQ ſuch Tasks of em as they are 
not juſtly oblig'd to perform ; for they'l ſtill perfig 
in the ſame courſe. EE 

As the ſevere Bondage of the Indians is a preay 
obſtacle to their Converſion on the ,one hand, fo on 
the other is the courſe. taken to diſperſe 'em at x 
diſtance one from another, whereby *tis almoſt in- 
poſlible to aſſemble a conſiderable number of %m. Þ 
Both theſe ways | ypategy their being inſtructed in 'Þ 
our Rn, and put in the way of Salvation. 
*Tis neceſlary in order to their being fed with the 
Divine Word, that they live in Society, and he in 
a condition to be eaſily aſſembled ; and.*tis as ne- 
cellafy they ſhould enjoy an entire Liberty, that 
they might voluntarily embrace the Word. of God. 
The Learned ſay there ,was no Syſtem of written 
Laws given by God in the time of Abraham, becaufe 
the Church was his Family, and did not cenfeſt of any 
whole Nation. Nor did God ſee good to give his 
Law to the Jſraclites while in Egypt, tho they were 
then a numerous People, and computed to be no leſs 
than fix hundred thouſand Men able to bear Arms, 
becauſe they were not a free People, being yet in 
Captivity. But the Almighty gave %em his Law 


= When theſe two conditions were found. in 'em to- 
A", namely, when they were both Numerous and 


Free 3 Which was not till he had employ'd his Power 
deliver be _ the Yoke of Phargob, But of 
all Laws, that of the Goſpel eſpecially requizes 
doth theſe Conditions, becauſe it  ppates Perſons 
at liberty to ſeek to be inſtructed in_it,, and to put 
the Precepts of it in practiſe. And *tis ve Mg 
hx? for thoſe that obſerve the Lays of CheiK, 
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incorporate themſelves and live in Societies, that 
they may perform the ſolemn AQts of Divine Wor- 
ſhip by the praftice of the ſeven Sacraments and 
other Ceremonies of the Church. *Tis neceſſary 


ll for Chriſtians to meet together from time to time 
 - # in public to hear the Word of God, and aſſiſt at 
At | other parts of his Worſhip, that ſo new Converts 
"l may be confirm'd in the manger of Life they have 
© | embrac'd; for without theſe helps they would in- 
-: ſenſibly decline in their Zeal, and might come even 
| to loſe their Faith. In ſhort, it the Spaniards are 
a F permitted'to keep the Indians ſcatter?d up and down 


. on the Mountains, and in the Vallies, and to employ 
: | ?em perpetually in performing the unreaſonable 
| Þ Tasks they exa@ of em, it will be impoſſible tg 
" FE . inſtry& ?em in our Religion to any purpoſe. 
. By what has been ſaid, your Majeſty may very well 
| Conceive what Diſorders reign in the Jndies, and 
' © how necellary *tis to hinder the Spaniards from re- 
/ raining the Natives under ſo ſevere a Yoke, ahd 
from protteding to depopulate the Country as they 
ave hitherto done. And that which 1s yet more 
"deplorable, is” that they ſuffer ?*m to die withoup 
taking care tofhave the Sacraments adminiſter'd rq 
*m, having no more regard for 'em than for Dogs 
or Horſes. One would think they believ'd theſe 
People to have noimmortal Souls, but were uncapge. 


of his own Faith ia ſo-much that when he was ask'd 
| 9 whas 
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what he taught thoſe Indians under his ConduQ, he 
could make no other Anſwer than that he taught 
*rm to make the ſign of the Croſs, but pronounc'd 
the words wrong that are us'd in that Ceremony, 
When the Indians of- one Province had brought al] 
their Idols to the Miſſionaries, with Proteſtations that 
they now deteſted that impious Worſhip, and were 
reſolv'd to ſerve the true God for time to come, 
the Spaniards ſold theſe very Idols to other Indians, 
or exchang'd *em for Slaves. What concern of Mind 
can the Spaniards be ſuppos'd to have for the Salya- 
tion of theſe People, when they only deſign to en- 
rich themſelves, and thereby to be qualified for Em- 
ployments above their Rank; and when they are 
ſo ignorant, that they don't know the Creed, or ten 


Commandments ? They are fordidly covetous, and 


indeed give themſelyes up to all ſorts of Vices; 6 
that their Lives are infamous and abominable. The 
Indians are-comparatively more honeſt and virtuous 
than they are : for tho they are Pagans and Idola- 
ters, yet are content with one Wite, as Nature 
teaches *em, while they ſee Chriſtians take fourteen 
or fifteen Women, how expreſly ſoever the Law 
they profeſs forbids it. Many of the Indians ſcarce 
know what 4k 1s to rob one another, to offer Vio- 
lence to any one, or to commit Murder : Whereas 
they ſee the Chriſtians guilty. of all theſe, againſt 

ce, and that they violate all their 
Oaths, ſo that. there is no ground to put the leaſt 
confidence in 'em. _ The poor Indians that are Wit- 
nelles of the Crimes of ſuch as. call themſelves 
Chriſtians, think the God they worſhip is the vileſt 
and moſt unjuſt God in the world, becauſe he does 
not. immediately inflict ſome ſignal Puniſhment on 
thoſe that retend to ſerve him, for their flagitious 
Liyes. ' They alſothink your Majeſty the moſt cruel 
of all Princes, becauſe your SubjeQts are ſo abomi- 
45s nably 


and Craelties in the Weſt-Indies. 195 


nably vicious; they fancy (as I have before ſaid ) 
that your Majeſty drinks human Blood, and eats 
the Fleſh of Men. And tho theſe things may ap- 
pear ſtrange and ſurprizing to your Majeſty, they 
are no news to us who have been accuitom'd to *em. 
And we can't but wonder, that ſome extraordinary 
marks of the Divine Anger and Indignation have 


; nor been inflicted On Spain ro make her {marr for 
' © the Crimes committed by the Spaniards in Ame- 
| TIA, 


Your Majeſty may by this time very well perceive 
the CharaQter of thoſe Men to whom the charge and * 
care of the Souls of the Indians is committed. And 
'tis no wonder that there's ſo little done cither for 
their temporal or ſpiritual Advantage, ſince the diſ- 
covery of the Indies, under ſuch Conduct, God is 
no more known there now than he was before, un- 
leſs it be in the Province of Mexico. And that 
ſlight Inſtruction the People have had there has coſt 
'em very dear: Tho the Son of God commanded 
his Diſciples to give that freely which they had 
freely receiv'd. The Indians were committed to 
the Spaniards, on condition they would undertake.to 
teach *em the Chriſtian Religion : therefore ſince 
they have acquitted themſelves fo ill of that Com- 
miſſion, they ovght to make reſtitution of all they 
have taken from '*em under-this pretext. However, 
God will not be mocked, who ſees all things, and 1s 
a witneſs of all the wicked Actions of the Spaniards, 
who have made it their buſineſs only to torment 
and inſlave theſe poor People inſtead of taking 
care to inform 'em of the Truth. And indeed 
theſe ſecular Men are not very proper to be made 

' Preachers of the Goſpel. - Your Majeſty has been 
ill ſerv'd in not having had good Information given 
-you of the il] deportment of your Subjecs. For 


tis not to be- doubted but yaur Majeſty would 
O 2 have 
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have provided a Kemedy, if due care had been 
taken to give you advice of, it: Or if your Majeſty 
had nat'done it, you would have very much wrong'4 
your Conſcience in ſending ſuch. Men into the new 
World to preach the Faith, and give teſtimony tg 
the Do&trin of Jeſus Chriſt, who.are abſoldtely nn- 


cry and. debaſe it by their ſcandalous. Converſation. 
"Tis. therefore neceſſary that: this Employment be 
taken away from Secular, and committed to Reli- 
gious. Perſons, as agreeing better with their Cha- 
racer, which may be done without giving theſe 
Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters any occaſion to claim a tem- 
poral Juriſdiction, over” the Indians; for if that 
ſhould be allow'd, we ſhould fall into: the ſame ln- 
conveniences we are endeavouring to avoid. The 
corrupt. Lives and evil -Examples of the Spaniards 
do more hurt than the.-preaching of an infinit 
number of Prieſts and Monks can do good. Therc- 
fore. your Majeſty is oblig'd in Conſcience to de- 
prive the Spaniards of the power they uſurp over 
the Indians, and never ſuffer '*em to make em their 
Vaſlals. 

One principal Reaſon that proves, this Propoli- 
tion 1s, that People ought to enjoy Peace and Tran- 


3 quillity, that they,,may be in a condition to at- 
+ Send. the Worſhip .a&God, and the good Works 
n Reon, and not to be 

ments by being condemn'd 
to. continual Labor. Which ſtate' of Peace and 
Reſt can't fubſiſt without preſerving to every Man 


his. Property, and guarding him from all the aſſaults 
of Injury and Injuſtice. The Governors of Com- 


monwealths are bound by the Law of God to rc- 
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that may continue Diſcord among ſuch as 
pro- 


capable. of ſo honourable a Miniſtry, and even dc- '|Þ 
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profeſs Chriſtianity, becauſe *tis direQtly oppoſit to 
the end of God in creating Men ; for he ſends 'em 
into the World to obſerve his Commands, and to 
apply themſelves to the exerciſe of Religion and 
good Works, that they may thereby merit eternal 
Life. TFhis good order is neceſlary in every Chriſti- 
an Republic, bur there eſpecially where the Chriſtian 
Faith has been bur lately entertain'd. The Spaniards 
are too covetous and ſelf-intereſted to have any 
Juriſdiction over the Indians granted %em, becauſe 
they'l never give 'em any reſpit or repoſe, but go 
on to rob and torment *em all the ways they can in- 
vent. There 1s no kind of Injuſtice but they com- 
mit it to ſpoil theſe poor People, and therefore 
there Is no way to ſhelter *em from their Oppreſ- 
ſions, but by annexing the Indies to the proper In- 
\ heritance of your Majeſty's Crown. The Spaniards 
kill the Indians with impunity 1n the Fields, in the 
High-ways, and in the Mines, and do it more bold- 
. Iy, becauſe many times there are no Witneſſes pre- 
ſent to convia *em of their Cruelties. So that no- 
thing can be more evident, than that the Indians are 
not in a condition to compoſe their Minds to at- 
tend to the Divine Word, ſo as to be induc'd to 
obey the Divine Commands, while the Spaniards are 
their abſolute Lords, who will continually haraſs 
'tm with endleſs Trouble and Perſecution, which. 
will fill their minds with Anguiſh and Vexation, and 
all-kinds of Miſery, nay with an averſion to your 
Majeſty, and a great hatred to our God, and to his 
Law, which ſeems to *em ſo ſevere, ſo heavy and 
intolerable a Yoke. They can't but think your Ma- 
jeſtys Government is tyrannical, as well as that the 
God whom we adore is unjuſt and unmerciful ; wp 
poſing him'the Author of all the Violence they ſuffer 
from the Spaniards; becauſe while they, on pretence 


of 'preaching the Catholic Faith, bring ſo many 
O 3 terr1- 
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terrible Calamities upon *em, their God ſuffers this 
without puniſhing their Injuſtice and Impiety after a 
very-zemarkable manner. Theſe unfortunate Peo. 
ple have no other Relief than what they find in 
their Tears, which they pour forth day and night, 
_ proteſting their own Gods were more kind and fa. 

vourable than the God of the 20m 903 and ſaying 
they. enjoy'd a ſfertl'd Peace, and all the Conve. 
niences of Life while they ſerv'd their own Gods, 
whereas ever ſince they had been under the power 
of the Chriſtians, they had been expos'd to all man- 
ner of Abuſes. This makes *em abhor the Catholic 
Faith, and by conſequence puts thoſe that preach 
to *em out of a condition to attain their end : So 


that your Majeſty is beyond all queſtion oblig'd by FÞ 


the Law of God to reſcue the Mdians from the Yoke 
of the Spaniards, and to take *em under your own 
ProteCtion. 

I farther add, that the power your Majeſty has 
over:the People of the New World, has been 
granted you by the Grace of God and the Suffrage 
of the Church, both for the temporal and eternal 
Advantage of the [adians, which Privilege is a kind 
of necellary means of their Salvation, So that the 
Government of *em belongs of right to none but 
your Majeſty, with the excluſion of all other Powers 
_ whatſoever, unleſs they. deſire to fruſtrate all the 
Advantages both ſpiritual and temporal, which the 
Indians might hope to reap from the Converſation 
of the Europeans. Your Majeſty's Character and 
Juriſdiction over *em engages you to remove all Ob- 
ſtacles that may hinder them from obtaining theſe 
Advantages, an@ being ſav'd through Faith by the 
preaching of the Goſpel, Your Majeſty ought not 
to ſuffer your Authority to become infamous and 
odious,. nor your Subjets to uſurp a tyrannical 
Power that will infallibly iſle in the deſtruction of ' 
the 
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the Indians, if they mult be Vaſſals to the Spaniards, 
who treat *em ſo cruelly and inhumanly. When 


| we firſt arriv'd in the New World, we ſaw innu- 


merable multitudes of People inhabiting the Pro- 
vinces of New-Spain, Cuba, famaica, and the Iſle 
of St. Jobn, which are now all defolate, The Pro- 
vinces and Kingdoms of the Continent are in a yet 
more deplorable condition, tho once as well peo- 
pled as Toledo and Seville, There's ſcarce any place 
in the World where Men and other Animals multi- 
ply ſo much as they do in the ndies, becauſe the 
Air of the Country being temperate, favours Ge- 
neration. But the Spaniards have found out the 
art of entirely depopulating large Countries fill'd 
with infinit numbers of People; for they haye un- 
jiftly maſſacred ſome to poſleſs themſelves of their 
Gold and Silver, others they have deſtroy'd by ex- 
ceſſive Labors, or by forcing them to carry unrea- 
ſonable Burdens in long Journies; in a word, they 
have facrifhc'd the poor Indians to enrich thepiſclves. 
We advance nothing but the very Truth, and -all 
that we have ſaid does not expreſs half of what we 
have ſeen ; nor will it be a difficult task to convince 
them of falſhood who dare maintain the contrary 
before your Majeſty. None but ſuch as have ſhar'd 
in the truit of this Rapine and Cruelty, will oppoſe 
the truth of ſuch Fats as are known to all the 
world. And *twill be in vain to pretend that any * 
contagious Diſtemper has made a Country of 2500 
leagues deſolate, which before was very popnlous. 
The manner of governing Kingdoms onght to be 
conformable to the Law of God and Man, for the 
ood and profit of the People, who are to be de- 
Naked and preſerv'd from the Violence and Injultice 
of thoſe that are deſtitute of the fear of God, and 
uſe a tyrannical Power, merely obtain'd by Uſur- 


-. pation, for the ruin and deſtruction of thoſe that are 
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under 'em, Your Majeſty may eaſily be inform'q 
how the Spaniards have abus'd the Power you grant. 
ed *em for theConverſion of the Indians, in turnins 
it toafflit and deſtroy 'em with unexampled Crue]: 
ty. And that which-makes the caſe yet more 1a- 
mentable 1s, that none of thoſe who have been em- 
ploy'd in. your Majeſty's ſervice have ever given you 
advice of theſe. great Diſorders, tho ſo very preju- 
dicial to your Intereſt, beſides the loſs of an inf- 
nite number of .Souls who have periſh'd in the dark- 
neſs of Paganiſm, out of which they might have 
PU reduc'd if the Spaniards had in the leaſt 
en govern'd by the. fear of God, 

Your Majeſty may phegſe to remember that one 
Article of the Wull of the moſt Serene Queen 1/a- 
bela, 'is expreſs'd after this manner : 

* Items, Since. the time wherein the Apoſtolic See 
: pranted us the Iſles and Continent of-the Ocean, it 
© has always been-our-principal Intention to cauſe 
© the, Light of the Goſpel to ſhine on the People of 
© the ew,World, and to ſend Prelats and Monks 
* hither toconvert and inſtru& 'em in the truth of 
© the Catholic Faith. Therefore 1 beſeech my Lord 

t the King, and the Princeſs my Daughter, to labour 

" *wath all their might to render this Enterprize 
$ {ucceſsful, and to ſecure the Indians from receiving 
Tany damage cither. in their Eſtates or Perſons, but 
.. $0n the contrary to. take care they be treated with 
: ill forts of kindneſs ;. and that {tri& and ſpeedy 
: Jullzce be executed upon any. one that. ſhall offer 
; em. the leaſt Injury, and. to keep-exattly to the 
© terms of the Apoſtolic Brief diſpatched for this 
"Grant. Theſe are the expreſs.'Words of that 11- 
: luſtrious Princeſs: And yet. no-ſooner was ſhe ex- 
pir d, but. the Spanjards . hegan to abuſe the I1ndrans, 
a CLE Wo ORIG of which we have 
\IPSARINE, and © ive your Majeſty a more 
gwple R > 


elation; 
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To all-the foregoing Reaſons it may be added, 
that the Spaniards are declar*d Enemies to the In4;- 
axs, and deſign nothing bur 'their deſtruction, and 
bo get poſleſſion of their Country ; which is ſo un- 

ubred a truth, that *tis altogether needleſs to 
.prove it: For he is properly a Man's declar'd Ene- 
my, who goes abanrt' to accuſe him of ſome ca- 
-pital Crime, that deſerves death; who deprives him 
of his Liberty and the greateſt part of his Goods ; 
who makes a cruel War upon him and inſlaves him ; 
who ſeeks all Occaſions to kill him, and takes away 
his Wife 'and Children to inflave 'em ; who uſurps 
all the Goods of his Relations when they die, and 
unjuſtly raviſhes from him all that is dear to him. 
Certainly ſuch Violences as theſe are againſt the 
Rights both of People and Princes ; and *tis ſuffici- 
ent to demonſtrate the Spaniards to be the declared 
Enemies of the Indians, 'that they have done 'em all 
the. miſchief which we have been relating. For 
they have calumniated and accus'd 'em of the moſt 
horrible and infamous Crimes that can be imagin'd, 
meerly to get poſſeſſion of their Eftates, and ſtrip 
*em-of all theyhad under this pretext ; whereas the 
practices: they charge *em with are purely imagi- 
nary, and ſuch as have never been ſo much as heard 
of in the great Iflands'of New Spain, Cuba, Famaica, 
and St. Jon, tho they have been all very populous 
for after the moſt exa&t Enquiries we were able to 
to make, we could never find the leaſt appea- 
rance of thaſe abominable Sins, to which ſome few 
Perſians are. addited. The Mdians of the Kingdom 
of Thcatan know not what this unnatural Vice is. 
Norare there any great number of *em that eat hu- 
man” Fleſh. They are farther accus'd of Idolatry ; 
but Men'have no right to puniſh *em for this Crime, 
which ought 'to 'be left to the Judgment of God. 
Qur Anceſtors were formerly Idolaters, as _ 

tians 
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dians are now; and the whole Univerſe was poſly. 
ted with this Sin before the coming of Chriſt, and 
before the Apoſtles had preach'd the Chriſtian Faith, 
For God diſperg?d them up and down the World 1, 
diſſipate the darkneſs that was ſpread over the 
Earth : and they did not employ violence and force 
of Arms to puniſh Idolatry, or other Sins that were 
the Conſequences of Infidelity ; they made uſe of 


nothing but the good Examples of their Virtue ang 


Holineſs, together with their DoCtrin, which con. 
tain'd the Menaces and Promiſes of the Word of 
God; and we ought to do that in the Indies, which 
they did in other parts of the World. This was the 
Courſe which Chriſt himſelf firſt took, and then 
oblig'd his Apoſtles to follow his Example. The 
Son of God came to ſeek and to ſave that which was 
loſt. Which of our Anceſtors could have been ſay'd 
if they had been put to death for Crimes commit- 
ted in the time of their unbelief ? theexpreſs Words 
of the Goſpel are contrary to this Method ; for 
Chriſt ſays to his Diſciples, Thus it is written, and 
thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer and to riſe from the dead 
the third day ; and that repentance and remiſſion of Sins 
ſhould be preach'd in bis Name among all Nations, b:- 
ginning at Jeruſalem: And ye are Witneſſes of theſe 
things, Luke 24. 46, 47, 48. which evidently proves 
that the Goſpel ought.to be at firſt preach'd to Inh- 
dels, by declaring of Peace, and the remiſſion of 
Sins that are paſt, ſince Chriſt has given no power 
or permiſſion to men to puniſh *em. 

The Spaniards have moreover preſam'd to main- 
tain that the Indians were like brute Beaſts, utterly 
uncapable of diſciplin, and unfit to receive the light 
of Chriſtianity. Your Majeſty has good ; reaſon to 

miſh thoſe that declare ſuch notorious Falſhoods : 
For-under this Colour they have obtain'd of your 
Majeſty a-power to ; poſſeſs themſelves of the Indies 
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2s their abſolute Property,and to do the Indians what 
miſchief they pleaſe. Thus have they impos'd on 
the Conſcience of the moſt Catholic King ; and ob- 
tain'd leave to carry away the Inhabitants of the 
Iſlands and Countries that lie near Hiſpaniola, and 
have accordingly forc'd ?em out of their own Coun- 
try againſt all Law and Equity ; ſo that an innume- 
rable multitude both of Men and Women that in- 
habited above fifty Iſlands, ſome bigger than the Ca- 
naries, have beendeſtroy'd, inſomuch that there are 
' F but eleven Perſons left. I have been an Eye-witneſs 
1 BF of this deſolation, as well as Peter de Liſle, who is a 
© Þ man of honor and credit, and now a Monk of the 
1 FF Order of St. Francis. He built a Brigantine, and 
* B man'd it with Sea-men to make a review of thoſe 
; 

| 


once populous Iſlands; and they found in all that 
vaſt Country but eleven People (as has been faid) 
tho they ſpent two years in making this Voyage. 
*Tis impoſlible for me to expreſs to your Majeſty, 
on the one hand, the great meekneſs, goodneſs of 
temper, and ſincerity of the People of the New 
World, and on the other, what enormous Rava- 
ges and Cruelties the Chriſtians have exerciſed up- 
on *'em. Your Bowels would be mov'd with Com- 
paſſion, and your heart too much affected, if an ex- 
at deſcription of all this were made you. 

Cruel Wars have been raisgd in divers rich Pro- 
vinces, without any fair occaſion, but only to gratify 
the covetous hamour of the Spaniards : At the ſame 
time they flatter themſelves that they have Authority 
from your Majeſty to employ force and violence to 
inſlave theſe People. And all the difference they make 
between thoſe Indians they look upon as their Sub- 
jets, and thoſe whom they treat as Slaves, is, that 
they ſell the latter publicly, but uſe a little more for- 
mality about ſelling the former, by ſeeking pretences 
to hide their Injuſtice. In the unjuſt Wars they have 


made 
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made with 'em, after having kill'd the Maſters of x4. 
milies, they have alſo murder*d their Wives and Chi). 
dren, and poſſeſs'd themſelves of all they had. an; BY” 
God is now pleasdevery day to ſhew us by his ſevers PF! 
Chaſtiſements' that he has' been grievoully offendes Þ *© 
by theſe Robberies and Cruelties. The Welfare of © ** 
the Indians both as to Body and Soul is in the great. © © 
eſt danger; for if they muſt be ſubje& to the ab. 
lite Power of the Spaniards, they'l utterly deſtroy 
'em, without ſparing any, ſo much as to propa-ats 
their Race, It the Law of Nature forbids »« t9 
commit a Pupil to the charge of one that is a mor. 
tal Enemy to him or his Parents, or has emberzel'q 
his Eſtate, or ſet him an ill Example; and yet he has 
been given up to the care 'of a Perſon of this *ha- 
racer ; the Judges would be oblig'd to reQity the 
matter, by taking him from under his Condit, 
whatever ſecurity che offers to give for his fidelity. 
*'Tis much the ſame caſe with the Indians in reſpett of 
the Spaniards, for theſe would have it believ'd that 
they are the Guardians, Tutors, and ProteQors of 
the other : tho ?ris only a frandulent pretence to en- 
ſnare ?em. The Indians know well enough how to 
vern themſelves, withoutbeing beholden to Guar- 
tans; and'the Spaniards are no way capable of in- 
ſtrucing *em in the things of Religion, which yet 
is the main thing the Indians want, and the greatelt 
kindneſs that can be done *em. And *tis eaſy to ſec 
what diſpoſition the Spaniards have towards *em, as 
to their temporal advantage. So that?ris molt cer- 
tain they are their declar'd Enemies ; fince they have 
{trip'd *em of all their Goods, offer'd all forts of 
abuſes to their Perſons, and taken away their Wives 
and Children, whom they have condemnTto perpe- 
tual Slavery ; which'courſe, together witly the crucl 
Wats made upon *em, has almoſt quite unpeopled the 


New World. How is it poſlible that men'that _— 
UC 
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ſuch kind of- Lives, ſhould inſpire the dians with 


FSthe delwe of embracing the Law of God, and the 


love of- Virtue, eſpecially ſeeing they. many ways 
perſecure the very Monks, who are ſo zealous for 
the Reformation of theſe Idolaters ? On the con- 
trary, the Spaniards ſpare nothing that may debauch 
'em, and expoſe *em to all ſorts of Vice by the evil 
Patterns they ſet *em.: They teach ?em to ſwear and 
blaſpheme the holy Name of God, tho in reality the 
poor 1adians don't do it delignedly, but only becauſe 
they hear the Spaniards uſe ſuch Expreſſions. ?Tis 
therefore, plain that the Spaniards onght not to have 


any Juriſdiction over the 1ndrans, if their advantage 


either as to this Life or that to come he conſider'd, 
ſeeing. they are the mortal Enemies of this People, 
and think of nothing but how to deſtroy 'em. Ir 
would therefore be a piece of great Injuſtice to 
abandon 'em:- to ſuch Men, when their Diſpoſition 
toward 'em is ſo well known; it being a mortal Sin 


| to expoſe one's Neighbor to evident danger of 


loling his Life: And we doubt not but your Majeſty 
will be cautious of falling nnder the guilr of ſuch a 
Crime, and. not give up the /dians to the fury of 
the Spaniards. 

All juſt and reaſonable Laws, and thoſe Philoſo- 
phers that have written on Morality are againſt 
placing any Government in the hands of neceſlitous 
and covetous Men, whoſe greateſt end 1s to get rid 
of their- Poverty, and to deliver themſelves from 
that mean condition in which they live, and there- 
fore are ready to ſacrifice all the obligations of 
Duty to the deſire they have of becoming rich. 
And. becanſe this greedy Paſſion is continually in- 


fore 
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fore have no other thoughts night or day but t, 
contrive means of amaſling together as much Tre. 
ſure as they can. Upon this account the Philoſophe; 
determins that *tis a dangerous thing to put Nations 
or Provinces under the Government of ſuch as are 
covetous or needy, who are reſolv'd' to be rich 
any rate in the world. We are inform'd in Hiſto. 
ry that the Romans being about to ſend two Conſuls Þ Gr 
to govern Spain, one of whom was poor and the ſ 
other covetousz when this Afﬀair was propos'd to of 
the Senat, Scipio Africanus gave his opinion that El 
neither of *em was proper to make a Governor, | * 
there being reaſon to fear that both would abuſe ſe 
their Authority to feather their Neſts out of the Þ P 
public Stock ; becauſe ſuch kind of Perſons are like 

Leeches in a Commonwealth, and make it their t 
principal care to gather ſomething on every ſide, Þ} | 
and to deyour the Subſtance of the People, making ; 


themſelves rich at their charge, becauſe their 
covetous Deſires can never be fſatiated as long as 
they remain in this World : Nay it muſt be ad- 
ded, that this Vice moſt commonly proves incura- 
ble; ſo that if Men greedy of Lucre get Authority 
over any People, they will not fail to ſpoil and ruin 
'em, becauſe the Paſlion that animates *em, keeps no 
bounds or meaſures. No Laws nor Penalties with 
which they can be menaced, will be ſtrong enough 
to reſtrain *em, as long as they are inveſted with 
Power; and the more ſucceſsful any covetous Man 
linds his/Induſtry to be, the more earneſtly does he 
deſire. and 'purſue Riches, which he accounts the 
ſupreme Good. . The deſire of being rich produces 
' much the: ſame-effet in the mind apps cove- 


tous 'Man;as the hope of. Celeſtial Happmmeſs would 
ta that'of'a goad Man; for as this perfe&ly fills up 
the Capacity af his Mind that ardently wiſhes for 
it,-{0; the Mifep*s Soul can deſire nothing _—_ 
hoards 
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hoards- of Treaſure, wherein his Happineſs conliſts, 
becauſe Money anſwers all things : For this is that 
which capacitates Men to undertake the greateſt 
Enterprizes, and to obtain whatever they deſire in 
this World, the higheſt Employments, Honors and 
Dignities, coſtly Habit, and the moſt delicious Dain- 
cies; this facilitates their commiſſion of all forts of 
Crimes, gives 'em opportunity to be reveng?d on 
their Enemies, to acquaint themſelves with Perſons 
t> of great Quality, and to obtain their Favour and 
iz: @ Eſteem. *Tis on theſe accounts that the Men of the 
jr @# world ſeek it with all their might, and expoſe them- 
i & ſelves to ſo many Fatigues and Perils, as well as per- 
he Þ petrate the greateſt Villanies to procure it. 

te Now the poſſeſſion of Riches can never ſatisfy 
ir W the Soul, ſo as to give it perfe& content; for 'tis 
perpetually craving what it does not yet poſleſs. 
Therefore the Worldling, who has choſen Mony 
» @# forhis chief Good and laſt End, is indifferent as to 
other things, but devotes himſelf entirely to this, 
employing all his care and diligence to increaſe his 
Bags; and his thirſt of Gold grows more and more 
violent, by . how much the more his Eſtate ſwells, 
according to the Philoſopher's Maxim, that Motion 
| is by ſo much the. more impetuous, by how much 

the nearer it approaches its end. 

Avarice is a more incurable Evil than Concupil- 
cence, becauſe its Obje&, and the things it promiſes 
attrat the Hearts of Men with greater violence ; 
and the power of Mony-1s of a larger extent, be- 
cauſe it puts a Man in a condition to gratify his 
Luſt, whereas this on the other hand can't procure 
him Riches. The love of Mony endures longer on 
the Mind-#han: the Appetite of ſenſual Pleaſures, 
how violent and impetuous ſoever they may be for 
a time. . Covetouſneſs is always on the advance, and 
ſeldom extinguiſh'd but with a Man's Lite : For the 

more 
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more a Man's natural Tnfirmites- increaſe, the morg 


the deſire of hea Ing "vp Wealth fortifies it ſelf; x; 
tis obſervable in old Men, that tht nearer they ; 
proach their end, the more covetous they uſtal) 
| en 3 becauſe as their Health and Strength gra. 
ually diminiſfs, they think they have the more neeq 
of the aſſiſtance'of the things of this World. 
Theſe Reaſons'make it evident, that if any [y. 
_ riſdiion-or Government be given to covetous Met, 
they will not fail to oppreſs and vex thoſe that arc 
ſabjeted; to them, that they may make themſelves 
rich at their cofts ; and that nothing will hinder 'em 
from gratifying their Avarice whenever they have 
a fair occafroti' for this Vice is the root and ſpring 
of all- others, '*tis the ſource of Treaſon, Frand, 
Perjury, Violence, Rapine, and barbarous Cruelty. 


| This Paſſion is faid to be blind, becanſe it occaſion; * 
blindneſs in the Mind, and benights the Reaſon with Þ 


the groſſeft Darkneſs, and hinders him. that is .cap- 
tivated- with it from perceiving his danger. The 
fight of Gold, tho" it canſes the commiſſion of all 
manner of Crimes, and 1s the ſource of Calumnics, 
gives him more Joy than the light of the Sun, be- 
cauſe he finds his Acconnt inthe ruin of others. 
It exclndes Fidelity, 'and baniſhes Union and Con- 
cord ont of the World; it violates Charity, and 
' produces all manner of Mifchicf; it knows no Com- 
paſſion, but induces Men to diſclaim their very Pa- 
rents, and break all the ties-of Faith and Amity; 
it neverſuffers'a Man to ſympathize with his Neigh- 
bour's Miſeries, 'but even makes him diſregard his 
Relations as if utterly unacquainted with them. 
Phe coyetous Man never hg himſelf his own 
Expenices, 'and leads a miſerable Life in the midſt of 


ealth. This Sregey. Imor ſo darkens 
andings of thoſe that are bewitch'd by it, 
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ow to make a right Judgment 
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o any thing, but inſtead of following\the DiQates 
of reaſon, are. on all occaſions driven dowa the im- 
Fro: Current. of their beloved Vice, all their 
and Defires are diretted this way, and 

can neyer quench the inſatiable Thirk that 


bregopo their Souls, 
| uſt now apply all theſe Reaſons to the ſub- 


= in hand : and & beſeech your Majeſty to give 

| tion to the Conſequences I'draw from *em. 
re A the Spaniards that leave their dwn Country-to 
eo: # £f© into the Indies are poor, and *tis only Avarice 
m that drives them thither ; for they don't only pre- 
re xd to raiſe themſelves a [little aboye a condition of 
p Enerty and Want, but to amaſs*vaſt Treaſures to- 


gerh er, 2m 3 ar ſetting any Limits to their unmea- 
firable Covetouſneſs, that they may be able to buy 
honorable Offices and Emploiments, and advance 
ent lves far | kx their degree. We have been 
apght' by experience that in a few years, many Spas 
wards who were in the meancſt and baſeſt condition, 
I VO led a 3.9 n6pioy Life, haye conſide ply 
alte; ow World, hes they have bre 
d,. and _ introdve'd 
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as in the former Inſtance it would be next to a Mi- 
racle for that amorons Youth not to abandon him- 
ſelf to the Condu&. of. his Paſſion, when the Object 
of it; is committed-to his diſpoſal ; ſo *tis not to be 
expected that the Spaniards ſhould abſtain from com- 


\mitting all ſorts of .Outrages on the dians, and {a- 


erificing both their: Eſtates and Lives to their own 


- Intereſt, ſince. their Avarice irritates em. with 


greater violence (if poſſible) than Luſt does the 
other in the former caſe: fo that Laws back'd with 
Menaces and-Puniſhments will make no impreſſions 
on the minds of theſe men, but they'l be ſure ſtill to 
exerciſe a thouſand Cruelties on the poor Indians, if 
no other courſe be taken to give check to their Co- 
vetouſneſs. 

+ Fentreat your Majeſty to conſider what befals any 
vince to which you ſend a Governor... If he be 
covetous, and regardleſs both of his Honor or Reli- 
on,, what Diſorders and Miſchiefs does he not bring 
with him? Tho he has not ſo abſalute a Power as 
the Spaniards have over the Indians whom they keep 
in-;their Houſes; tho the Royal Council. o Spam 
e Be Preyarica- 


and tho the King's Preſc 
Thoald be a ſtrong Bridle to 
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conduce to their Converſion and Salvation : and ſee- 
ing the- ſoveraign-and ſingle Power” you have oyer 
*em.is {ufficient for the-end propogd, other Juriſ- 
ditipns are not £t6'be tolerated, becauſe they can 
omy prove burdenſom and incommodious, and con- 
traty®$0- the common+Maxims of Government re- 
celv'd itt the World,” which will not-allow a People 
to! be ſubjet to ſeveral different Princes; much 
leſs: ſhould the hr1dians be thus ſubjeted, becauſe of 
their Poverty; Meekneſfs, Patience, "Humility, and 
the* tenderneſs of- their Conſtitution, partly occa- 
fion'd"by'their going/naked, their vnwholſom Food, 
and" the Labor'they undergo to get their living. 
After all this *twould be ſufficiently tedious and #n- 
eaſy-to*em if no_other Duties were exatted of *em 
than thoſe which your. Majeſty and their Catdiques, 
who are their immediat Princes, impoſe. © How then 
can they'be able ro endure: thoſeexceſlive Tasks, 
thoſe heavy-Blows, Vexations and-Abvſes of which 
weihave ſpoken above Þ1f your Majeſty has a mind 
to'preſerve the Indians from utter. DeſtruQtion, theſe 
new Burdens ought not-to be'impos'd on *em, nor 
ſhould they be condemn'd to-this ſevere Slavery. 
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Soveraigh; and univerſal of -the Mdics. 
On-.the cofitrary ib there de any defects in thelt* 
Polity, yout Majeſty's Government may ſupply =} 
by which their Lietty' will be reader'd Oe hop 
compleat:”'-Fhis was 'the deſign of that fioſt Cheils 
tian Prince; Queen Habellx, as appears by all the 
'ritings ſhe Teft abaonr this Aﬀair.. "A few Jays be- 
her Death ſhe commanded Generdl f Altantara, 
then Garernor of to treat all the Judians 
Sai. free Foot. And” in a general 'Aſſetibly of 
_ held ar B1ogo#, his C 


jeſty, \fter having 
vines and Canoniſts tn the-year 1423; 
--Now:if jt be:au ihconte Principle that _ 
: Indian} we. frees atid* that all of he 
or ſhall be diſcover'd in rirtie'ts evite; can't be 
ſubjected to any other oe to 6 but Fu your 


- : ' * , . 2 
* A ww 6 s b 
*W ” | _ - - ” =» . - Y 4 4% » - 4 %* , 3 , 3 * 

:of 'Inheri ,or* E, Or 

| > | : 

- - : . : = z - - % py l ” if 

, - _ : $4 % 3 a Fr F . 
j y £ l * x : ' % [| ; : * - g 4 
- 4 F 5 wed 0 ; > 4s . 
” © >» ' 
- \ 


it Voyages + 
DE — 
ly Mn. cheer Rg ae 7nd rolon 
they have din hither omy. neg! ed, but 
tSare by Hun. 


03.chng to: deſerve ſuch 
=> 11 ng to convince 


Goodneſs, 


= *bat Ty. 
8c Croelty from the 


ARtions and bad 
3\f that the Indians 
And this makes 
6908 with horror, 
1 to entertain ſuch 
om Majeſty per- 
endure, and 
probation ; they 
f5: Fon that you 
| 6 thoſs that inſalt 
F.3d FER Is 
have taken 
> the true 
$ granted 
> Jour Ma- 
K fo mwch the 


090 oy 

7 IE Tg 0g; 
ſt} 4h + - SEO 
= L Foa "pp > hgrea 
hee Kin > iy 


and Craclties in the Weſt-Indies.  219- 


fort given ?em on any account to' blaſpheme the. 
F Name of God which wonld be an Obſtacle-to the 
at end of their Converſion. Nothing ſhould be. 
| _undone, that may make”em love: 7 kx Majeſty,” 
5] induce *em to praiſe God' on' '"them-' 
ſelyes under a Governmefit ſo oy and cornmodious: 
eſexve in ſome reſp! dealt with after 
They deer becauſe of Nendow of their birth, 
hich 'mikes it unjuſt for any to violate their Li- 
berty. *Tis neceſſary for the Honor of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, "that they embrace it voluntarily,” 
becavſe God- himſelf wil have men 'make free 
thoice in matters ' of ' Religion ; net 4s" ay man 
whatſoever to be treated/with violence in'thiscaſe, 
and forc'd' to erhbrace a-Religion again bis Wil. 
And temporal Princes corhinit'a great! f in- 
dice, if they- put a force on the ſe wndglof their 
$ in # buſineſs wherein they ought to have an 
liberty "of Conſcience':/ they ſhould father: 
dblerve the'Riles which God, the Univerſal Sove- 
raign of all his dry ag h N ryro: There 
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yecauſe it will deprive *em of muctr of the advan- 
wge ant Fervice they "may reaſonably ex from 
em.” And *tis'as much the Intereſt of Snbjets, not 
6 faffer "theinſtlves 'to' be transfer?d from the Do- 
minion' of the Prince under which they have always 
liyd,- to that of an inferior Maſter. © Thoſe that 
wo_y the difference between the Government of 

, and that of particular Loc which is uſval- 

hard and ſevere, will d rey to be fecure 

m the Hatter ; while th leas'd with 
the former, and Teadily* d yes to bear 
2 Yoke that appears fo och perm: and lighter 
than the other. And this is the reaſon why the pe 
nerality of Men-do all they can to avoid falling = | 
der the dominion of ivate Men to the 
of that Royal fariſdidtion to' which they have beek 
wHntinually accuſtontd.” And this Sentiment is juf- 
tified by the ſaffrage of all wife Men, and favor'd 
by'all juſt Laws. © 

'Tis 2 general Rule, foods a Prince can do nothing 
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in the Iſle of Cuba, where this Tyrant exercis'd 

is Violence and Rapine 
But tho. the NNE, Intereſt of. all, Nations in 
tort, onght: prevent their, Kings from alie- 
.their own Dominion to.make 'em 


lexing Seats the mie? which 
"they get. free, For. inſtance, , if 
I (ag No ay aſe to take for the defence of 
the ng the Jarp it:ſeems lawful for *em to ex- 
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on the Prince.” - He that abuſes his Title is not wor- 
thy -2q-poſleſs it: and' a Man neither owes Homage 
nor Obedience t@ a; Tyrant. +So that your Majeſty 
ought-in quality-of Soveraign ord of the People 
- che; Ne: be rn to cry] "ed, and do %em 
aſtice,, when they are wrong'd 3; conſequent] 
to. refdue 'em fromthe power of the: Spamards, that 
they-may enjoy their 4:iberty. 
«6 q5—ay x Co Þm eſtabliſh by the __ 
Ol ; [9 grant any Privilege 
contrary £0-che Gatholio Faith,” riemul and void; as 
mackh}as-ifv it-were tofitrary to the/civil Good and 
ebfate of. thei Kiagdomy' or to-the Rights of ay 
icatar-Perſphs-j:And:the ſameacconnt is to be 
made :af-any Privilege given contrary to the Law 
bf Nature: as for example,-if -a King ſhould take 
_ any private MaiySEſtate, to beſtow it on anos 
\\ Therefore your Majeſty cannot diveſt the na» 
ooh Princes of: the | 7ndians of- their Dominion 'over 
to inveſt. the Sjaards with jt, who not only aft 
to erty, buttalſÞ treat7enafter a tyrannica? 
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the Chriſtian Faith, and inſpire *em with an averſion 
to the Profeſſors of it. General De-Lares carried 
with him three thouſand Spaniards, who landed at 
St: Dominga, where they ſoon found themſelves re- 
duc'd to great ſtraits for want of Food. However, 
the ſtri& Qrders he had receiy'd would not permir 
him to do any Violence to the Indians, or to infringe 
their Liberty in the leaſt ; upon which he writes 
many things.to the Queen againſt the Inazans, hop- 


ing to render 'em odious ta her by his Lies and 


Slanders, that he might have leave ta abuſe the poor 
Wretches at his pleaſure. Among other things he 
wrote, that it would be impoſlible to preach the 
Chriſtian Faith to *em as long as they were ſuffer'd 
$0..enjoy an entire Freedom, +becauſe they induſtri- 

fly avoided all manner of acquaintance with the 
Chriſtians : in ſo much that they refugd to work 
for 'em, tho they offer d *em Wages for their La- 
bor, and choſe rather to wander up and down as 
Vagabonds, than to keep company with Chriſtians 
to inform themſelves ot their Religion. As if he 
thought the Indians were oblig'd to diving that 
there was a new Religion to be preach'd to em, 


- which they ought to embrace; or that they, ought, 


as poor as they are, to forlake their Houſes, Wives 
and Children, and to leave their Lands unmanur'd, 
to come to ſeek the Spaniards, and ſo expoſe them- 
ſelves to die with Hunger in a Journey it may be of 
two hundred Leagues or more; or as it they were 
under any obligation to undergo the fatigue of bring- 


ing, Proviſion t9 the Spaniards ſuch a gedious way ay 
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M Faith, and that. they be taught the Myſteries of 
« the Catholic Religion 3 z and think it neceſſary to 
< the ſucces of this Deſign, that the Indians and 
*- Spaniards converſe and live together. Therefore 
« we by theſe Prefents command you to oblige the 
* Indians to dealt with the Spaniards of Hiſpaniola, 
*-and to have Converſation with *em, to aſſiſt *em 
* mm building their Houſes, and'in getting Gold = 

* other Metals ont of the Mines, and to pay 'e 
©. their Wages exa&tly, according to their liber 
* and defert. - You ſhall likewiſe order every Ca- 
* cique to have a certain number of Indians always 
*& m a readineſs-to be employ'd' in ſuch Work as 
{© ſhall beaſſign'd Nags. rovided that care be taken 
«<-to preach to *em, and inſtruct *em in the Word 
< of God on all Holyatays, and that'they be always 
«-yrpeated as Free-men,' and not as Slaves ; and be- 
* ſore ler them meet with no ill vſage, nor have any 
* occafion to complain: Yet let fome diſtinQion be 
« {tilt made in favor of ſuch as embrace the Faith. 
=-Bur let no Perſon be permitted to wrong 'em, or 
ive*em the eaſt diſguſt in any thing whatſoever. 
Theme Ver words of the'Letter which the 
nt. to the Governor of the” H1dits, by which 
Tofficiently ſignified” that” his principal 
J Dn x was the' Salvation'of thoſe Ido- 
at! for that end they ſhould converſc 


Bo 


v1th aniards,” which hah proves he had no 
er rEe?; 7a to i Gnas pron the Chriſtt- 
ans and he | dra yas only as a neceſſary means 
zonyertiort,. And it muſt be. farther 0b- 
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Men, and Chiefs of each Nation, whom the Indians 
look upon as their natural Princes, ſhould be thus 
treated. The King deſign'd there ſhould be dne 
conſideration had of their Neceſlities, that - they 
ſhould have liberty to provide for their Wives and 
Children, and go every night home to refreſh them- 
ſelves with their Families, and fleep in their own 
Houſes. And it may be farther remark'd in the 
King's Patent, that he did not in the leaſt deſign 
the Ind;ans ſhould be made to work every day and 
without intermiſſion, ſeeing it provides they ſhould 
be paid daily after their Labor ; his intention was 
that they ſhould be engag'd by fair means to do 
what was requir'd of *em, and not forc'd to it whe- 
ther they would or no; in ſhort, that they ſhould 
be us'd in-all reſpets as a free People. Belides, the 
King commanded that all their Labors ſhould: be 
moderate, and proportionate to ther Strength, and 
that they ſhould reſt on Holy-days and Sundays, that 
their Wages ſhould be ſutable to their Work, fuſfi- 
Client to encourage *em in taking pains, and to re- 
lieve their Families in all their domeſtick Neceſſi- 
ties. : 

if the King had a perfet account of the nature 
of the Land in the Indies, of the Weakneſs, Pover- 
ty, Meekneſs and good humor of the Inhabitants, 
of the'rigor and ſeverity of their Labors, and the *® 
great aiffculty of gerring Gold out of the Mines; 
af he knew the deſolate ſtate in which they are often - 
left, and the little care taken to engage 'em to re- 
ceive the Sacraments before they dicy\. he would 
without doubt employ ſome effe&ual means to put 
an end to theſe Diſorders. The firſt Admiral of 
he "Þndies,, who made_the diſcovery of this New 
World, though the ated confagmably to the King's 
Intereſt in rendering the dians of New Spain tri- 
buta ging em to dig a certain quantity 
7 Q 3 of 


in 
ry, by ob 
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of Gold out of the Mines, and condemning others 
that were remote from any. Mines to other kinds of 
Tribute. _ Some” of the Spaniards he carried with 
him, hook off the Obedience they ow'd the King, 
and ſer np for ſo ang Tyrants, committing Vio- 
lence and Spoil beyond what can be eaſily imagin'd 
in the Province of Xavazia, one of the fineſt and 
moſt populous Countries in the Idies. The Kin 
being informd of theſe Ravages, wrote his ind 
to General De-Lares, and order'd him to put a ſtop 
to the Cruelty and Violence of the Spaniards on the 
Indians, and to govern 'em as*a free People, which 
Orders were not well executed : For the Spaniards 
ſhut bp the Indians by force in the Mines, to employ 
'em in the toilſom work of digging for Gold, which 
IG a very robuſt Conſtitution: And when 
they had got this Gold, they were forc'd to be all 
day in the Water to waſh it. At firſt the Indians 
were kept in the Mines for a whole year, till the 
Spanzards found they were not able to endure ſuch 
ward d continual Labor, and therefore gave 'en 
' fome 6 of reſpite, contenting themſelves to 
keep?em only for five Months in digging Gold, after 
which they employ'd *em forty days in melting it. 
This they pretended was a time of reſt for theſe 
. Þoor Creatures _ tho this latter fort of Work is 
- more toilſorn that that of grubbing up of Roots, 
and clearing Groun 


d that is over-run with Wood: 


ſo that y. don't know what a Holy-day or Sun- 
day. means thronghont 'the whole __ "hey are 
ſometimes almoſt Famiſh'd, having nothing given 
'em fave a few.dry Roots that yield bot little Nu- 
Erimient :" Tho the moſt liberal of the Spaniards diſ- 
tribute a Porker onfit a week among half a hundred 


= motſyrhan every one a taſte 
Nay ic ' not been willing to give the 
nam that ſerv'd *em"any thing atAall to eat, but 
out 
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Ee mere Arp or 'em to feed like Beaſts in 
thehelds, or to: ga fruit upon the Mountains, 
after: which they for©d *em to work'two or three 
days together without eating. One, Man frankly 
conteſs'd to'me that he had got a great Eſtate in a 
little time by this kind of frugality. What ſtrength 
can Bodies that are naturally of a tender Conſtitu- 
tion be ſuppos'd to have when fed after this manner, 
rels'd beſides with exceſſive Labor? *Tis 


and. 0 
impal e they ſhould ſub6ſt long under this cruel 


Bondage; which makes *em lead a forrowful, lan- 
Zuiſhing and miſerable, Life, being deſtitute both of 
convenient Food and Reſt. 

Tho the King order'd each Indian to be paid in 
proportion to. his Work, that they might have ſome- 
thing to live on, and be capable. of buying them- 
pers Necellaries, this Command has Ml ob- 

ery'd, for they had nothing at all for many years ; 
ſo that they were put to the greateſt Extremity, 
and ſuffer'd Hunger to that degree that they deſir'd 
nothing more than to die, that they might find an 
end of their. Miſeries. Theſe are the Calamities 
the poor. Indians haye ſuffer'd in the Service of 
Chriſtians, who have had no regard either to their 

Souls or Bodies. _._.. 
© As for thoſe Orders that have been given the 
Spaniards to treat the Indians as a free People, not 
to vover-charge *em with Labor, not to do 'em any 
1njuſtice, and to let *em mind their own Afﬀairs, 
and order their buſineſs asthey ſaw good, they have 
'bin'no more heeded than the other. . For they have 
been made mere Slaves, and certainly have not ſo 
"much liberty as Bealts, And the Spaniards, as good 
Chriſtians as they are, are not at all moy'd by all 
ie Calamities theſe poor W retches undergo, but look 
uponthem as the vileſt of Slaves, and nor fit to have 
he liberty of doing any thing they have a Bee 
| os OP "do. 


thing to eat; 
'£O return, while 
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nidkingef Gold, Gold. The Labors exatted of '? em were. 


Nodes which cuts off” multitudes 
5 People in : Hee 4 and yet this fad Speaacle 
could not 'eng: te 


revoke his cruel. Orders, 

or fo much a; pre ethe ſevetity of *cm. How- 
ever he knew well enovgh, that he was not able to 
ag Bos Mr of Aer. 7v; Di or the 
Ex rary to the rge. that 

ry; tre oven hints 'S ,2ha. therefor us'd ſo much 
Sobrilty big Artifice ,in the management 'of this 
Aﬀair;” that none of his Croeltic on. the Indians 
were known i it Spain for Gag yen, ears. in which 
he tyranniz'd over the 
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Indians, tho- His Of 
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Falſhoods in his account, and diſguiſing what was 
true. And *tis certain if your Majeſty had been 
inform'd how tyrannically this Governor treated 
the Indians, you would never have entruſted your, 
Authority in his hands; and by conſequence your 
Majeſty is oblig'd to declare that you deteſt the Pro- 
ceedings of this Governor as injuſt and tyrannical, 
and to abrogate all 'he has done, and declare that 
the Indians ought not to have been ſubjeted to the 
Dominion of particular. Men, and that all the In- 
juries they have ſuffer'd are contrary to the Law of 
God and Nature, as well as to the Imperial and 
Canon Laws; ome they have been tormented in 
their Perſons, moleſted in their Liberty and Eſtates, 
and condemn'd todie. Your Majeſty is oblig'd, as. 
70u are a juſt Prince, and an Enemy to Violence, to 
uppreſs theſe vexatious PraQtices, and to deliver the 
poor Indians from the Tyranny of thoſe that have 
oppreſs'd and tormented 'em. 
If your Majeſty. negleC& to take this cruel Yoke 
from their Necks, they will infallibly periſh. And 
that lovely Country which is naturally fruitful and 


| populous Will ſoon become a vaſt Deſert ; for the 


Spaniards that go thither, don't go to people the 
Country, - but to inrich themſelves by pillaging it. 
Thoſe that have lately gon into Hiſpamola, and 
other depopulated places, and carried thither the 
Commodities of Europe, have not been able to diſ- 
poſe of *em, there not being People to buy *em : So 
that theſe Diſorders are direQly oppoſit to your 
Majeſty's Intereſt ; for what advantage can you re- 
ceive from the ruin of thoſe People ? ' And what will 
the World fay of fo juſt a Prince as your Majeſty, . 
if when you are inform'd of the, miſchief don by 

our Subjects in thoſe vaſt Ripgcans, and among 
fuch multitudes of People, you ſhould not apply ſu- 
table Remedies to ſo dangerous a Diſeaſe ? It an 
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Inſtance of what I fay ; for whereas above three 
Millions af 'very fine Gold were drawn out of it at 
firſt, it cxinot now afford the tenth, part of thar 
Sum.” The leaſt RefleQior- your Majeſty can make 
will eaſily convince you how your Revenues every 
day diminiſh; ' Your Majeſty.has nothing certain and 
ſtable in the Trdjes, if 4 53/ raes "be not cultivated, 
and the Inhabitants preſerv'd for thoſe Labors that 
are ſo adya tageous,. You haye now. but. a. ſmall 
number of Pidians in all New Spain, from. hence 
your Majeſty might annually have drawn.a 
of Ducats, if.the Indians had been preſery'd, and 
qovr M6 Majeſty” $ Intereſt at firſt pry 
been. yet, greater." ſions and 
Peru, and the Miſchief ily.increaſes;, 
Kingdom your Majeſty.might yearly TECEIVE, $509.07 
three Millions of Gold..1 F. the. 114 TT WEre -nof 
treated with ſo much atk: and.In] ma 
ny of *em having been murder'd,' ith-their 
reat King Atabalipa... All the Gold. Mhjans 
Tave taken by force in Peru. would ;of rig t have 
belong'd to your Majeſty, becauſe that Indian, Prince 
would have. : voluntarily. pfeſented | ( 
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thought by- Perſons' of” the /beſt ſenſe, who are-£0- 
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fe; and Experience every day' furniſhes us 
with ſuch marks'of the Divine Diſpleaſure as theſe. 
The : #4vors once over-run Spain, and this' was in- . 
terpreted a as-a' Judgment from God to puniſh 'the 
Crime 6f King Roderick, who raviſh'd the Daughter 
of Count- Don Fulian, tho *'tis more pfobable it was 
to puniſh the Crimes of the People of Spain, arid 
the Injuries they offer'& their Neighbours, and that 
the Crime of chis King only fll'd up the meaſure of 
thoſe VIces. ” 
*Tis'convenient to inform. your Majeſty what'i is 


vern'd by no Prejudice,' but only co one os the 
Sufferings'of 'the 4:4 Iadians. 1 have heard many 
ſuch Perſons: ſay, I pray God 'theſe' extravagant 
Cruelties dow 4 day-fall heavy npon Spain !' It 
may be ſuch words as theſe that drop from many 
wile Men, are fo many Advertiſements and Menaces 
from God, - who has beet-highly incen&d: againſt this 
Natiof "by the Crimes 'of the Spaniards.” And 'we 
already ſee'thiaf Spain'is reduc'd to great Neceſſtties, 
and-Mony is very ſcarce among vs 5: tha'more Trea- 
ſures have” bin brovght-hither than Solomon poſſeR'd 
in all his Glory : Moſt 'of thoſe thar' have b _ 
theſe Riches from the h1dies have made 'a te 
end, 'and' their” Children -are -reduc'd to extreme 
Poverty, which hore the old; Maxim," Vis gaudes 

tentius Haves, the r ſeldom enjoys anill- * 
gotten Eſtate ; og are Paſſage of Scriprare 

OP oppreſſerb the poor to incredſe bi wry 
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Lord in the Continent of the MWeſt-Indies, inveſted 
with an abſviute Juriſdiction over the Indians ; this 
Power ought to be inſeparable from your Royal 
Perſon : *Tis not convenient for the future to give 
any one the Title of Count, Marqueſs, or Duke over 
either the Indians or Spaniards that are ſetled there; 
becauſe *twill prompt 'em to think too highly of 
themſelves, and to advance themſelves above their 
Condition, which may have very miſchievous Con- 
ſequences : In a word, this may probably open 'em 
a way'to make themſelves Kings of the Indres, and 
thereby deveſt your Majeſty of the Right you have 


to thoſe Countries. | 
Nor will it be mbre ſafe to truſt this Power in 


the hands of thoſe Gentlemen that compoſe your 


Majeſty's Council in the Indies, which may alſo be 
attended with Inconveniences; for 'tis impoſſible 
for the Aﬀairs of America to be well adminiſtred if 
the Members of that Council be abſolute Lords of 
the Indians : To be ſure then the King of Spain 
ſhall never know the truth of what paſles there ; 
this would produce nothing but Fraud and Im- 
poſture, and be an infallible means'to compleat the 
Ruin of the Indies. They that govern in the /adies, 
induſtriouſly endeavour to prevent the Court of 
Spain from receiving any true- Information how 
matters ſtand there, that they may ſecurely pillage 
the Country, and live at their ,own Diſcretion. 
They have oppog'd thoſe Friers whoſe Zeal carried 
'em to America to preach, and have hinder'd *em from 
reaping the fruit they might have expected from 
their Labors. The Judges and other Officers were 
afraid the Converſion of the Indians would be pre- 
judicial to their Temporal Intereſt; and Avarice 
bore ſway in their Minds inſtead of that Zeal they 
ought to have had for the Salvation of thoſe1nhi- 


dels. God is witneſs that this is true, and *tis not 
| R difficult 
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difficult to prove it. They continued to perſecute 

the. Monks, till one of 'em, pitying then iſcrable 
caſe of theſe Idolaters, came on purpoſe to inform 

the King of Spain of the Violence of his Officers, 
and of the Obſtrudtions they rais'd againſt the pub- 

' lication of the Goſpel there. Cardinal Ximeyes at 
that time manag'd the Afﬀairs of Spain, who being 
well infoxm'd of the Afﬀairs in the Indics, imme. 
diately refolv'd to develt the Council there of the 
Juriſdiction they pretended to have over the Indians, 

as being very pernicious. But the Kings of Spaiz 

are at {o vaſt a diſtance from thoſe Countries, that 
they have not been able ſpeedily to redreſs all the ÞF * 
preſſing Grievances that inceſlantly afflict thoſe mi- 
ſerable People. Their Laws and Orders given at 
ſo great a diſtance nave no great Efficacy : and 'tis 
next to impoſlible for *em to have a true accoutt 
what Perſecutions the Indians ſuffer ; Or if a true 
Information ſhould be had, they can only give ſome 
general Orders, without deſcending to make ſpe- 
cial proviſion againſt all thoſe Miſchiefs that can't 
be well known unleſs they were upon the place 
where they are acted. Beſides, the Perſons to whom 
theſe Orders are directed, commonly conceal 'em, 
or defer the execution of *em; ſo that when they zo 
about to fulfil *em, *tis too lateg-and the Remedies 
applied prove unſeaſonable and uſeleſs. Nay, they 
are often ſo wicked as to act in dire&t contradiction 
to what is commanded 'em ; and flatter themſelves 
with hopes of never heing call'd to account, becaule 
they are ſo remote fr8m Spain. 

If your Majeſty would reſerve to your ſelf -alone 
the Juriſdiction of the Jadies, without ſharing 1t 
among the: Spaniards, it would be the greateſt hap- 
pineſs imaginable to the Indians, and nothing could 
more rejoice *em, becauſe then they would be con- 
vinc'd they ſhoud.be no mgre expos'd to _ * 

| ults 
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ſults and Perſecutions of their Enemies ; and would 
have ſo great a reſpe& for your Majeſty, obey you 
{o univerſally, and love you ſo ſincerely, that they 
would be always ready to ſacrifice their Lives for 
your Service. You could then require nothing of 
'em, but they would do it chearfully, becauſe they 
{ſeem to have a great propenſion to ſubmit to 
your Royal Crown ; whereas if the Spaniards are 


Is, their abſolute Maſters, as their Obedience will 
in F be forc'd, ſo it will be of no long continuance, 
at and they'l do all they can to get free of ſo ſevere 
ie i a Yoke. 

1- _ Moreover, when the I4d:ans are once perfwaded 
at they are under your Protection, that they may live 
I ſafely in their own Houſes, and need fear no injury 


it either 1n their Perſons or Goods; all that are re- 
e Þ tir'd to the Mountains will ſoon come down to dwell 
© | in the Plains, as they were wont heretofore. For 
e- F abundance of 'em have retreated to avoid the Cru- 
t © eltics of the Spaniards ; and chuſe rather to be de- 
e k vour'd by wild Beaſts in the Mountains, than to tall 
n into the hands of their Perſecutors, tho Chriſtians. 
1, & The poor Wretches ſuffer a world of Inconveniences 
o KF in thoſe places whither they have retir'd, wanting, 
'$ almoſt all the Neceſſaries of Lite : And ?tis impoſl:- 
y Þ bleto find *em out to inſtruct *em' in the Chriſtian 
n Faith : whereas if they liv'd together in Towns and * 
5s © Cities, they might ealily be taught Religion, and a 
e BE regular fort of Government eſtabliſh'd among *em, 
{ whereby they would be brought to the Service ot 
e the True God, which would become familiar to em : 
t EF By this means the Ground would be cultivated, the 
- © Roads frequented and render*d more fafe, and the 
4 & Country no longer be deſert and forlorn : The 


'E x Spaniards would be. ſupplied with Provitions, and 
- EE convenient places to lodg in on their Journeys, and 


$ have a thouſand other Advantages of which they 
; R 2 are 
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are now depriv'd by the Indians deſerting their Ha- 
bitations. | : 

Your Majeſty may remember that after a mature 
examination of this Aﬀair by many learned Ven 
and able Divines, they unanimouſly declar'd, that 
the Dominion of the [ndtes could, not be juſtly given 
to private Men, nor diſmember'd from your Ma- 
 jcſty's Crown. This Determination was 1igniſed 
to Ferdinando Cortez, with orders. to Put it in execy- 
tion. Your Majeſty was pleas'd on the ſame account 
azain to call together an Aſſembly of Perſons of 
great Learning ahd Virtue, who after a long de- 
bate,.declar'd that the Spaniards could not lawfully 
be made Lords of the Indies, After which your 
Majeſty gave moſt expreſs Orders to prohibit if, 
revoking all Grants to the contrary procur'd on 
thoſe falſe Accounts and. Miſrepreſentations that 
had been given you. Your Majeſty commanded the 
Governor of Florida to put thefe EdiQts in execution, 
as may be ſtil] ſeen by his Inſtructions. Among the 
principal Articles of theſe. Conſtitutions, one 1s, 
"That the 7adians ought to be accounted free, and 
not obliged to any other Service! than the relt ot 
Your Majeſty*s Subjects who emoy their Liverty 

under your Government: That they ought to 
pay Tithes ro God, unleſs excusg'd for ſome time, 
ard likewiſe ſuch Tribute to your Majeſty as is im- 
posd lawfully, and in proportion to the Goods 
they poſſeſs, and the quality of their Land, accord- 
ing to the reaſonable Eſtimate of thoſe thar govern 
*"m. 

If it be deſir'd that the Indians ſhould be taught 
the Catholic Faith, and brought to embrace our 
Cuſtoms, while they keep bp a fort of Government 
among themſelves, your Majeſty ought not to give 
them as Slaves to any one whatſoeyer, either tor 


ever, or tor a I1mited time; fcr this would be to ex- 
| poſe 
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poſe 'em to the ſame Miſeries they have hitherro 
endur'd, and perhaps to increaſe them : for attcr 
this: there will be no dependence to be had on the 
Orders and Prohibitions made in favour of the 
Indrans, whatever Penalties ſhall be annex'd to fa- 
cllitzate their Execution ; tor thoſe that have hin 
alrezdy made are very wiſe Edicts, and might be 
very uſeful if put in practice. And one chief 
Reaſon againſt giving the Indians for Vallils to 
the Spaniards, is the ſmall, account theſe latter 
make of the Lives of thoſe poor Creatures ; for 
'tis not to'be imagird with-what Contempt they 
look upon 'em, unleſs by thoſe that have ſeen it : 
Their exceſlive Covetouſneſs induces 'em to make 
Em labor beyond their Strength, not caring what 
becomes of 'em ſo they get any thing by ”%em. 
It any Perſons give your Majeſty a contrary ac- 
count of theſe matters, you ought ro look upon 'em 
as Enemies to the State, and dilaliected to your Ma- 
jeſt y's Service. 

If your Majeſty be convinc'd by the Arguments 
produc'd, you will prevent the Spaniards from com- 
mitting a great many Violences and Murders, of 
which they are every day guilty, You will ſecure 
Spain from this Contagion, in preventing your 
People at home from partaking of the Sins of 
their fellow-Subjeas, and ſharing the Plunder with 
them which they have ſo unjuſtly gotten. For a1! 
Men of ſenſe arknowledg that the Crimes of thc 
Spaniards in America render all Spain obnox1ous to 
the Curſe of God ; that the courſe they take to be- 
come rich is unjuſt ; that the Gold and Silver they 
bring from the Mates is ſtolen, and that they are 
oblig'd to reſtore it to the right Owners whom 
they have unjuſtly plunder'd : which likewiſe evi- 
dences that thoſe that partake of theſe uſurp'd 
Riches have no good Title to 'em; for they ought 
R 3 0 
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to have no Commerce with thoſe publick Robbers, 
nor to ſell *em any Commodities for their ſtolen 
Gold ; they ſhould not fo_ much as receive Preſents 
from *'em, or conſent to be their Heirs: And if {, 
it follows that all Spain is become guilty of the 
Crimes of thoſe Men; ſo that there are few but 
have reaſon to be under trouble of Conſcience, and 
are in danger of Damnation, becauſe there are ſcarce 
any who have not participated of the Rapine of 
thoſe that have come from the New World. 

It has bin objected by the Spanrards, that if they 
have not a Juriſdiction over the J[ndiaxs as their 
Vaſlals, it will be impoſhble for *em to live in the Is- 
dies, and conſequently that your Majeſty will not be 
able to keep thoſe Kingdoms that have bin conquer'd 
in your, Name, nor to publiſh the Catholic Faith 
there. For they fay, if the . Spaniards can't ſubfiſt 
there, the King of ,Spain can't preſerve his Domi- 
nion over the dians, nor maintain Monks among 
/'em to preach'to *em, ſo that they muſt be deſtitutc 
of the Light of the Goſpel; and thoſe of 'em that 
have already receiv'd_it, will gradually loſe it for 
want of freſh InſtruQion, and ſo return to their tor- 
mer [dolatry, and other Sins, 

They that reaſon after this manner, do it not {6 
much from a Principle of true Zeal and Compaſſion, 
leſt ſo many Souls ſhould periſh, as from a deſire of 
"oppreſling, theſe People; and that they - may grow 
rich by the Spoil they get from %em. -.?Tis only their 
privat Intereſt makes 'em talk at this rate-; for they 
. are not at all concern'd about your Majeſty's Inte- 
reſt, or the Salvation, of the poor /ndians. *T is not 
the Good of the Public; or the Glory of God thi! 
moves. em z for their-Condud ſufficiently ſhews-what 
little reſpe@ they have to the Law of God, which 
torbids ?em to do the leaſt hurt to any one, how 
great an advantage ſoever it might procure 'em. 
They 
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They ought to know, if they have the true Senti- 
ments of Chriſtianity, that tho your Majeſty ſhould 
run the risk of loſing all your Conqueſts in the 1- 
dies, and be render'd uncapable of cauſing the 
Chriſtian Faith to be preach'd among the Indians; it 
were better to forgo all ſuch great Advantages, than 
to obtain 'em by ruining the Inhabitants after the 
manner hitherto practis'd. It had bin no great Miſ- 
fortune to your Majeſty, if your Empire had not 
extended ſo far as the Indies; and 'tis an illway of 
going to work, to endeavour to eſtabliſh Chriſtianity 
there by ſuch criminal Methods, The reaſon of 
which is evKdent, becauſe we are forbidden to do evi! 
that good may come, Rom. 3. 8. God is not pleas'd 
with the greateſt Sacrifices if polluted with any Sin, 
but abhors all ſuch Offerings. ?Tis a moſt hainous 
Sin, and worthy of eternal Damnation, to maſlacre 
Infhdels on pretence of introducing the Chriſtian 
Faith among 'em, and of extirpating a part of *em 
to ſave the reſt, God dos not require Men to re- 
ceive his Word on ſuch hard terms, and abſolutely 
forbids ſuch a kind of Zeal for the Salvation of Souls 
as this. He would not have us pretend to be more 
concern'd about the Salvation of Sonls than himſelf. 
Thit which he requires of us 1s to keep within the 
compaſs of his Laws, and not to exceed the Limits 
he has preſcrib'd, For *twould be an Argument of 
much Stupidity, and a great ſin for any one to throw 
a Child into a Well to baptize it, and fo to drown 
it on pretence of ſaving its Soul. And 1s It not a 
greater Crime, and more odious and abominable in 
the ſight of God, to ſcandalize, deſtroy and malla- 
cre ſo many thouſand People, under the pretext of 
putting the reſt in the way of Salvation ? "Tis our 
buſineſs to do all the Good we can in contorming our 
ſelves to God's Commandments, and keeping with- 


in the bounds he has ſet us,-leaving the relt to him- 
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ſelf, But this is a falſe Gloſs which the Spaniarg, Þ 
uſe to cover their Avarice ; for the Salvation of the ® — 
Indians is no part of their Care; all they mind ; Þ® © 
rather to ruin and inflave 'em, than to make Chric. Þ 
tians of *'em. Therefore in oppoſition to all their 

falſe Pretences, we aſſure your Majeſty, that if you | 
pleaſe to reſerve to your ſelf alone the Dominion Þ 

of the Indies without admitting the Spaniards to Þ 
aſſume the quality of Lords and Maſters over the 
Indians, it will be an infallible means to eſtabliſh the 
Catholic Faith among them. _ The Spaniards will be 

able to live commodiouſly among 'em in greater 
numbers than they have hitherto done; and all 

other Inconveniences will be remov'd, :which will 
mightily conduce to the Glory of God, the Advan- 

tage of the Indians, the Aggrandizement of your 
Empire, and the general Good of all Spain. 
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Travelling to Advantage. 


: T S commonly thought that the Advantages 
s of Travelling are always out-balanc'd by 

the Inconveniences that attend it; that 

tho a Man is at never. ſo much Charge in 
his Voyages, he mult ſtill undergo a great deal of 
Hardſhip; and when all is done, the Profit he reaps is 
not to be compar'd with the Fatigues he endures. 
But nothing can be more falie than this Opinion ; for 
in truth, the advantage of Travelling infinitely ſur- 
mounts the trouble of it : and as the Experiment of 
a Chymiſt, whatever it coſts him, is very well re- 
warded when he makes ſome conliderable diſcovery 
of Nature; ſo that Traveller that knows how to, 
improve his Mind as he ought by his Voyages, is al- 
ways well requited for the Inconveniences he has 
ſuſtain'd. 

The Prejudice that ſome entertain, that the want 
of that Experience which is to be gain'd in Voyages 
and aRual Diſcoveries, may be ſuppMed by reading 
Books that treat of ſuch matters, or by the force of 
the Imagination, which gives its own ſhape to all 
things it-repreſents, and never makes ?em appear as 
they are in themſelyes, is a mere lilufion ; For what- 
| hegety ever 
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ever foreſtals and prepolleſſes the Judgment is & 
little capable of forming the Mind, that *tis the ve. 
ry thing which corrupts it, and deprives it of its 
natural reliſh for Truth, and that diſpoſition to re- 
ceive it, which ſerves as a foundation for Reaſon to 
build upon. That which is found in Books is nat 
always true for beſides that Decency will nor per- 
mit Men to write but within the compaſs of certain 
Rules, Flattery, the humor of the Time and Nation 
wherein a Man lives, the public Intereſt, or the ma- 
nagement of private Afﬀairs, always make ſome dif- 
ference between what a Man writes, and what may 
be thought by thoſe among whom he lives : Which 
forms an almoſt invincible Obſtacle in the way of 
Truth, and hinders her from ſhewing her ſelf in her 
proper ſhape. 

But in Travelling we find all imaginable help and 
aſſiſtance to furniſh our Minds with Experience and 
Knowledg ; for what is conceal'd in Books is by 
this means openly diſcover'd tous; and we judg of 
things with more#{afety, becauſe we ſee *em with 
greater perſpicuity when the Curtain is drawn alide. 
When we go to the very Principles of things, and 
draw. Water at the Fountain, the taſte and quality 
of it-muſt needs be moſt agreeable. This is the way 
to know Men as they really are, and not only as the 
Intereſt of ſome Perſons makes *em appear to be ; 
and to. judg' of their Actions, Manners, and Poli- 
ticks in themſelves, and not on the Credit of fo- 
rezgn Relations; ſo that the Mind receiving thence 
a pure and vivid light, that/ſets it above the dan- 
ger of - Prejudice, is at the ſame time confirm'd and 
1Mprov*d on ſolid grounds, and at length rais'd to 
the upper Region of Policy where its great Pheno- 
mena. appear. 

Weare taught in the Book of Eccle/3aſtes, that to 
became iviſ: a Man malt go into ſtrange Countries, 
Sapiens 
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| Saprens 1m terram altenigenarum Gentium pertranſiet .; 
| and it follows afterwards, in abſconditis ſuis concilia- 
| bitur, by that means he ſhall be acquainted with the 
| moſt profound Notions of Wiſdom, that is, of 
{ RELIGION, Occulta. Proverbrorum exquiret, hell 
make a ſcrutiny into their Maxims, Manners and 
| Cuſto that is, into MORALITY : bona enim 
| & mal bominibus tentabit ; he'll have the advan- 
{ tage by converſing with the Living ( which is much 
{ better than to conſult the Dead) to know the ſources 
of that Good and Evil which Men do either to 
| themſelves, or one another, that is, in one word, 
{| POLICY. Theſeare the three fundamental Prin- 
| clples by which a wiſe Man ought to regulate his 
| Condud, and in theſe he ought to accompliſh himſelf 
| by Travelling: For a Man is confirm'd in his Reli- 
| gion by the knowledg he acquires of the importance 
| and certainty of it; he forms a ſolid Scheme of 
Morality from the different Practices he obferves in 
the World, and informs himſelf in the true Rules 
of Policy by the uſe he finds other People make 
of *'em. From which it follows, that if a Man 
would be wiſe, he onght to travel; and *tis hard- 
ly to be expected that any one who neglects this 
method, will prove eminent for Prudence and Po- 
}iticks. | | 

This Art of Travelling to advantage requires 
four Conditions 'that are all abfolutely necellary in 
every one that would ſucceed in it. The firſt is, 
That his Mind be already form'd and fix'd, and yet 
this in ſuch a manner ag.not to be ſtrictly determin'c. 
The ſecond is, That he be not prepoſſets'd with Pre- | 
judices. The third is, That his Capacity bear a 
proportion to: the Science or Buſineſs to which he 15 
devoted, and in which he deſires to be accomplil”d. 
And the fourth is, That he want: no afliſtance 
neceſſary to bring him into acquaintance with = 
St! 
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beſt Maſters, and that 'he know their Sentiments xt 
the firſt hand. 

I ay,the firſt Condition is to have the Mind form'g, 
but not determin'd; that is, it ſhould not be & 
crude as eagerly to receive all ſorts of Impreſſions, 
and yet ſufficiently diſpos'd to give a free admiſſion 
to Truth, which will perhaps be underſtoodygeetter 
by an Example. One that travels too noun im- 
mediately diſſatisfied in the exerciſe of the Religion 
he profeſſes, by the different manners of Worſhip 
he diſcovers abroad; therefore the greenneſs of his 
Age makes him run a greater risk than is commonly 
thought in the diſcuſſion of matters of Religion, 
tho it renders him very fit to endure Fatigues, the 
difference of Climats, of Food, and of the various 
Seaſons of the Year. Nor is a Man any more fit to 
improve by Travelling when too much advanc'd in 
Years, becauſe his Mind is too much determin'd, 
and in no very good diſpoſition to learn what he 
thinks he knows well enough already. 5$So that that 
part of a Man's Age from twenty five to thirty hve 
is the moſt proper time for Travelling, becauſe his 
Mind is neither wholly crude, nor entirely torm'd; 
that which he has already learn'd only diſpoſes him 
to judg the better, while he ſeeks to be inform'd 
afrer another manner; and thus he makes ſo fair a 
. deciſion of what he learns, that all the Sophiſms in 

the World will never ſhake him. By this *tis ealy 
to ſee whence it is that ſo few are the better tor 
Travelling, and can only give an account of ſuch 
Circumſtances as Soldiers and Poſtilions might ea- 
fily relate; *tis to be attributed either to their too 
great Youth or too great Ape. | 

The ſecond Qualification of a Traveller is, That 
he be void of Prejudice in every thing, about which 
he deſires to receive Information ; becauſe Prejudice 
produces ſuch an Effe& upon our Reaſon, as a _ 

os 
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does upon the Eye ; it caſts ſuch a Miſt upon it, and 
renders it ſo uncapable to make a fair Judgment of 


{ what 15 propos'd to it, that nothing can be more 
| oppolite to the diſcovery of Truth than Prepoſleſſi- 
{ on, Which it it bear ſway in the Mind, will give little 


hope of improvement by Travelling. 

Thethird Quality requiſite is,” To have a Capacity 
of Mind proportionate to the buſineſs to which a man 
applies himſelf, and in which he ſeeks to be accom- 
pliſh*d : For ſeeing the Rudiments of Painting and 
other Arts are not to be learn'd by Travelling, and 
obſerving the fineſt Strokes of the beſt Maſters; 
but a Man muſt be cut out for a buſineſs before he 
preſumes to ſeek Improvement in it by going abroad : 
They that ſuppoſe to turn a Blockhead into a Man of 
Parts by ſending him into foreign Countries, will 
find themſelves 'miſtaken. He that has but a ſmall 
Natural Capacity will never have a large one, what- 
ever courſe be taken to improve it: Tis true, he may 
learn by Travelling to fill up what Capacity he. has, 
but he'll never be able to go beyond it; for the 
Minds of Men have their ſeveral degrees of height 
and ſtrength, as well as their Bodies; and as *tis 
impoſlible by all the Art in the World to add one 
inch to a Man's Stature when at his full growth, fo 
tis utterly impraCticable to enlarge the Capacity 
of his Mind beyond the Bounds which Nature has 
preſcrib'd. 

The fourth Qualification is, To be furniſt'd with 
all neceſſary Aſliſtance to facilitate his Acceſs to the 
Maſters of thoſe Arts and Sciences he has a mind to 
learn; in which reſpe& every Country has a ditte- 
rent Genius ; ſo that *tis often ſeen, that what may 
contribute to a man's aſſiſtance in one place, will by 
no means do him any good in another. For in- 
ſtance, In Germany a man ſhall never get inward 


with G1eat Men by being profuſe in his i 
ut 
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but will by this means be the more likely to fall yr. 
der ſuſpicion, and become mnch leſs welcome than Þ 


one of another CharacQer. ' To gain Eſteem the 
a Man muſt bring with him a good Reputation 


Italy the quite contrary Humor obtains, And in the 
Levant neitfier one nor other takes place, but an 


Air of Simplicity, Sincerity and Honeſty will in. | 


troduce a Man into any Company. An eloquent 
and voluble Tongue does well in Poland, but very 
11 in Spam, and ſtill worſe at Conſtantinople - A preat 
ſhew of Devotion will naturalize a Man in Porty al, 
but render him ridiculous in the Northern King- 
doms. A pleaſant and merry Humor will ſpoil a 
Man's buſineſs in Auſtria and Italy, but give him eaſy 
acceſs in England. 

As for the knowledg of Tongnes, beſides that it 
1s impoſſible to acquire all a Man wants if he travel 
any thing far, and that it will not do him all the 
Service that is commonly imagin'd, if he has only a 
mind to run through Europe, itis a great occaſion of 
the Corruption of Manners, by eaſily introducing 
Men into places of Debauchery ; and on the other 
hand it: has been obſerv'd, that it contributes very 
Intle-to the forming of the Mind : for beſides that 
it 1s not the common People that a Man ought to be 
curious 1n conſulting; and among Men of figure the 
knowledg of their Language renders a Man ob- 
noxious to ſuſpicion, *tis, ſufficient 'that a Man can 
fpeak any one Language that is knpwn: As the 
Italian Tongue is very common in Greece and the 
Lefſer fa, beſides the help one may have from 
Interpreters, of whom there are great numbers ior 
all the living Tongues in Europe. And if you ſpeak 
a dead Langnage with any Native of a. foreign 
 "Cquntry, he has no advantage above you; and it 

you are betrer vergd n 1: than he, he')I b2 ſure to 


ſupply 
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The Art of Travelling. OY 


/ 
ſupply what he wants in Expreſlion by the degree 
of Knowledg, wherein he excels you. in reſpect of 
| the matter about which you converſe, and will give 
» & you a greater inſight into it in half an hour's Diſ- 
* & ,ccourſe, than you ſhould have obtain'd it may be in 
lS twenty Vilits, if you had made uſe of his Native 
"© Language. *Tis ſufficient if you have Language 
{ enough to make your ſelf underſtood about your 
"| neceſſary Aﬀairs ; and there are always People to 
found, who will make uſe of your Native Lan- 
guage, to diſcourſe with you ſo as not to be under- 
ſtood by others, that they may learn ſomething of 
you that others don't know ; and that they may 
give you occaſion to learn ſomething of them which 
you don't yet underſtand. But Curioſity ought to be 
kept within the bounds of Patience and Diſcretion, 
and that being ſuppos'd, there's ſcarce any thing 
but a Man may be capable of it in Travelling ; it 
one can but add to the Conditions I have been men- 
tioning a lively and yet obſequious Fancy, an eaſy 
and faithful Memory, a ſweet and inſlinuating Hu- 
mor, a Curioſity that is not impatient, and an im- 
partial way of judging. Theſe are the Qualities that 
give a Man an ealy and agreeable reception into all 
Companies, and prepoſleſs the People of any Na- 
tion with favourable thoughts of a Traveller who ts 
endow'd with 'em. Theſe cut his Work ſhort, re- 
move all Obſtacles in -the way of his acquaintance 
with them, and bring them. into ſuch a familiarity 


with him, as will be ſure to engage their Confidence, 


if he be but careful to obſerve himſelf, as well as 
ſtudy the Temper of others. Theſe are the Vehi- 
cles of Policy, which by diſcovering the Humor, 
Inclinations and Genius of every Nation, inſenſibly 
bring us to the knowledg of their Maxims, their 
Reaſons of State, their Deſigns, their Conduct and 


yarious Sentiments. In a word, *tis by the help ut 
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theſe Qualifications, that. a Man becomes a Proteyy 
in foreign Countries, and knows how to transform 
himſelf into the ſhape of others, amd ſo to conceal 
his own. And by conſequence muſt needs reap aq- 
vantage by all the good he ſees or hears, which is 
- 409 to his Character, and the Capacity of his 
Mind. 

I fay, he ſhould have a lively, but obſequious Im;- 
gination, which may paſs for a Paradox among ſuch 


- . as judg haſtily, juſt as they feel their Fancies touch'd; 


and ſuppoſing a lively Imagination can never be ob- 
ſequious withour loſing its Vivacity at the ſame time, 
will tell me I require an impoſlibility : *tis there- 
fore convenient to undeceive 'em by a ſenſible Com- 
pariſon. When one that ſeeks for Game ſees ſome- 
thing move in a Buſh, his firſt motion is to put him- 
ſelf in a poſture to ſhoot ; but if he diſcharges im- 
mediately without any further Obſervation, he nay 
well be counted raſh, and his precipitancy will ſpoil 
his Deſign: whereas if he has prudence and patience, 
he'll obſerve what *tis that ſtirs, and endeavour to 
diſcover what Game may be in the Buſh, which way 
it came, and whither it goes, which gives him the 
greater advantage to dire@ his Aim, ſo that his ſhot 
can hardly miſs. There's no Compariſon can be 
more juſt and applicable to the caſe in hand. A 
Traveller that has a mind to make ſome Diſcoverles 
in the Myſteries of State-Policy, is prying and ob- 
ſerving with an Activity like that of one who is 
ſeeking after Game ; every thing that appears more 
than ordinary ought to ſtrike his Mind fo as to ex- 
Cite his Attention : but nothing ought to determine 
him but his Reaſon, and a due application of the 
Principles of Policy ; he ſhould ſee and hear, and 
take a meaſure of every thing, without imagining 
he has-got any thing till he has meaſur'd it with 
that profound Diſcuſlion 1 have becn commending: 
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ſon he converſes- with; will immediately! give 'ano- 


ther turn to- the! SubjeRt in hand! by diferent"Ex- 
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gment. This diſcovery” :is not to be #ſcrib'd 
pray ely to:the ſenſe of ſeeing, ſince this is ſuppoy'd 
be alike in all:three ; therefore'the'truth' of this 
Judgment: muſt be attributed to the quality '6f- his 
Mind'who has thebeſt notices of the matrer/-: - 
-"The applicationof this Com ve Ueorer is eaſy: Tra- 
vellers aithak they have:diſcover'd ory thing 
7 ug wars ina'Court, thoſe Enterprizes that are yer 
only tv be ſeen ara diſtance;: ht hofs Deſigns that 
are” ſtill} more*- remote ; 4 w# "tis not poſſible: that all 
that make theſe'Obſerva ſhould havs'the fime 
eleration of 'Miridy 'and none dur ſich 4s havearery 
ſublime and clear are capable of ſpeaking 
accuratly: of! what "they have obſerv'd. ' Hons it 1s 
that. we ſee ſo» many'idifferent/ accounts of: foreign - 
Comtries, and'yer -alt of *entpubliſtfd for truth by 
Their re yg Avithors ;/ and”indeed they may be 
; bot in- proportion to the!/Chara&er of- the 
Minds of. ed who compoyd em in their Travels, 
according to the Judgment they made'of things. 
»If 1 had not read in the account of the Voyage to 
Athens the Hiſtory of: one FHieros Damaskinos of Ca- 
loyero,” with whom Tt had juſt ſuck anothet interview 


as the Author -of"thar Relation ſays: happen'd to 
him,” 1 would. here 


ive an account of it-at large; 
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' It ,- Ini never « © any things ſuffi- 
cicathy' prone aſh determine-one's mind*2b6it It, 
that: 1o the unexpected ſounding, of ſome- Circuth- 
ſtance or other, »that: does. not” ſeem to be thought 
of,- may give one a diſcovery of ſomewhat of which 
the Miniſtry of & Court perhaps is-not aware.” And 
:: {6 much \the more in'as much as ſpeculative oy 
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on, -and-;this becomes 'as dangerous. to- the Regſon 
and.Jodgment, ſuppaſing it not to be incompatible 
with the regular exerciſe. of. either; of theſe ; yet 
tis moſt certain a.great multiplicity of -Fa&s require 
ceither-abundance of. time to range *em 'in-/good or- 
der, ot a prodigions. heat of. Fancy to melt %em 
down: (as it: were) altogether, without making any 
alterationan.*em-.'. So that it ſeems an impoſlible 
ſuppolition, that- an eaſy Memory can be;ſtrong and 
true} iſa/as-not. to-divert:from that ſteady Applica- 
tion which the Judgment requires. - 

And: yet:both- are: neceſſary: for a Traveller, fo 
that-one of : theſe Qualities without/the other would 
be of ao; uſe to get the knowledg. of-the State- 
Reſolutions of any foreign Politicians: ! For if what 
he learns to day. is not - ſupported-with all- thoſe 
Circumſtances that 'may render it more than pro- 
| Þable to his diſcuſſion, and is not produc'd afreſh in 
all. its Circumſtances when any Afﬀair that bears a 
proportion to it-prefents, "tis eaſy to conceive that 
all the Circumſtances that help'd him at firſt to de- 
cide the matter in/hand being repreſented to him but 
by halves,. and inthe. room! of thoſe that are omit- 
ted: others ſubſtituted which alter the ſtate of the 
caſe ; tis. not difficult, I ſay, to conceive that ſach 
an eaſy Memory muſt caſt him into confuſion, be- 
cauſe- it (does-,not” faithfully revive all thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances, . This Concluſion may be ſet in a clearer 
+»; Fhe Viſier Kars:. 
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by it. - Thiz-Zpocha contributes much to: the fidelity 
of 'the-Memory, _—_ can propetion, "hs toge- 
ther by-a proper reference on, tis al- 
moſt j le that _ nerra of em in the Me- 
mory. NOT be: E true. 

\The-reaſon of which is 'not from the nature of 
thoſe Incidents wbich-actidentally happen to be 
link'd-tpgether, but fromthe. immediate applica- 
o__ —m 1g jt of ing 

t- it a deep /Im of a z car't 
ſee ins | Ants Circamſtances which concur to the 
ſame YaQ, without: making a certain fix'd Point, as 
kari Soars oe [Oo 

£089; n'd"ſo-man antient 

{ who: haye-not been able, to :reſiſt that 
natur nglination of: in theſameTreatiſe, 
the Gwe ER obleryſt}.as ſame-time, .and by 


ihe. bneg; che third. bed of rendering the Me- 
is, to: rennite the Notices dne receives, 
:nd the-CoajunAares'th t;;to-what aftually 
PTY, pne's own 5 becabſe;the revival 
of \what-is ated wh muſt needs be: frequent and 
of: long duration, and -a Man's mind-will neceſſarily 
be os about- it-;z and ſeeing i this. obliges A 
Man tg join to-his preſent Obſervations, that which 
paſs'd. an his own: Country when: he:was'there,. he 
1s ay: it were tied faſt to the Circumſtances of ? 
ſo thaj- he; cannot. | miſtake *em, but is: 
rily oþlig'd to''revive/em' in his mind. *Tis true, 
there myſt be ſtrength.of Thoug hought, Labor-and Time 


to reunite theſe things! after long Voyages, 
Wraps, vemos or 
dence with his own Country : But Experience every 
"that *tis no-impoſlible thing, © 
is, in my opinion, ' the innocent Art of ren- 
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be ſo. Men of all Countries in the Warld are 
fram'd after ſuch a manner, that no Man is willing 
to oblige another to his own diſadyantage ; and the 
moſt grateful and officious Perſon that can be will 
never give an occaſion of getting an advantage over 
him by what he diſcovers. All that obſerve a Trg- 
veller have in this reſpe& the ſame jmpreſſion ; eve- 
ry body ſuſpects that Man to have ſome ſpecial de- 
ſign, who leaves his Family and his Country to ex- 
poſe himſelf to Sickneſs and other Dangers and ln- 
conveniences, which are inevitable. They that ſup- 


poſe he has only a ſenſval Curioſity are always in- - 


dulgent enough to ſatisfy him in that reſpeQ, be- 
cauſe ſelf-love obliges a Man to diſcover whatever 
is curjous in his own Country to a Stranger : but it 
being another ſort of Traveller that I have been 
ſuppoſing, namely, one who ſecks to get an inlight 
into State-Policy ; the chief Advice I would give 
him, is not to deveſt himſelf af Curiolity (for that 
would be unreaſonable ) but not to be impatient in 
ſeeking to give it ſatisfaQtion. | 
Impatience is the daughter of Deſire, and this 
" If it be reaſonable, muſt be the production of tire 
Judgment, which will fully convince a Man that 
whatever ſets him at a greater diſtance from the 
end he has in view, can't be proper to lead him to 
it. Now Impatience will infallibly ſet our Tra- 
veller'at a greater diſtance from the End he pro- 
poſes, and conſequently cannot. be fit to promote 
the Pleaſure he expetts from it.. But to make it 
the better underſtood how and' why Impatience re- 
tards the ſarisfatioh' of the Curioſity, one need on- 
ly obſerve that it produces ſuch precaution in the 
Minds of thoſe with whom a Traveller converſes, 
as becomes a kind of Partition-wall, that he muſt 
either pierce through or break d6wn' before he car 


diſcover what is acted on the other ſide of it, The 
: | T S. ' *”* more 
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. more importunate.a-Man of underſtanding perceiyes 
/ © information, the leſs willing 
m, and_k the greater guard 
ify his deſire till he is as jt 
Ito doit, "and has learn'd ſomething 
"ITE may. oblige him to it. This 
t that one muſt not think either of 
$1 , Of -< of overcoming it without a conſide- 
e1 Rs and a great deal of manage. 
" a eſumes S do the former, he! 
fk 'evety x prejuie againft him, when the 
Perſon he abr gh comes to explain himſelf after 
'a matiner that is diſadvantageous to him : and if he 
beta on the; 1atrer courſe, he engages himſelf in 
rge wi ith more = a moral uncertainty 
of ed 


ins in "his Deſign. 

1d it not therefore be much*better for our 
Traveller to appear free and. eaſy in the preſence of 
ſuch Perſons, that, Ut thew may not become fo cautious, 
but may. attribute that only to his Curioſity which 
by his Impatience be"! give *em occaſion to impute 
to a defire of knowing the preſent ſtate of the Go- 
vernment in which Kt are concern'd? And on 
this head it will not be improper 'to alledg an Ex- 
' Which I haye been a witneſs . my ſelf. | 
to be in a certain foreign Court, where 
Dutch-p -man, who had :a great deal of 
ade too great an appearance not to be 
zrion. deſir*d; Audience of one of 
ſters of State, who in converſa- 
that.ri which | his Rank and 


MAX "his 'Court to. werd, that it was to 
bo fy Porn Examp le of other Perſons 
4 » fo underſtand "the Gouerment of a State. 


The ) 1! © ly cel, You bad need of Far 


deal. of time, and a ripeneſs of Age to ſucceed in a buſmeſs 
of this nature. , To which. this Stranger made "this 
2 th aliſh return, My Curioſity (ſays he ) and impatience 


after; Knawleds may abridg both the one and the other. 


At this Anſwer the Stateſman roſe up and'left him, 
with theſe words, For my part, Sir, I perceive I ſhall 
contribute nothing to either. And the Dutch-man was 
driven to deſpair to find himſelf ſuſpeted by a 
Miniſter of State, who had receiv'd him with affa- 
Dility, .and now look'd upon him as a Man of no 
ene. 

Needs any more to be ſaid to ſhew that Curioſity, 
which is ſpppos'd neceſſary to a Traveller, ought 
not to be impatient ? But for this-end there's need 
of a gremt deal of. judgment, and a good faculty. 
of diſcerning the Humor of Nations, and the Tem- 
per of particular Mens: Minds, which is a Talent 
that one can't communicate to any Man. 

After all it is not impoſlible- not to be impatient 
to learn what one goes ſo far to ſeek : for as our 


Traveller has not aſlign'd his Voyages a preciſe 


ſpace of time, much leſs does he pretend to pre- 
{ſcribe Laws to foreign Nations ; *'tis his buſineſs to 
' accommodate the extent of his Curioſity tothe 
meaſure of his Capacity, and to proportion the 


effects of it- to the- good ſucceſs he has had in fa» 


reign Diſcoveries: All Occaſions, Seaſons and Con- 
junCtures are not equally proper for this. purpoſe. 


There are ſome States in which nothing at all - 


is to be learn'd during the time of ,War, and 
others wherein one can get no information but-in 
ſuch a time. In-one place Peace is-an Obſtacle to 


politick Diſcoveries, in. another War ſhuts up all” 


the Avenues to the-confidence of parti $. 
There are ſome Miniſters under whoſe Condu@ Men 
dare not f| and others under whoſe Govern- 
ment people ſay apy thing. 'Hence it is that ſome 
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TroveNesIberwmote hunters tho perhaps the 
ns ns” of "like Aliey'an@ Curiokhity. nd ; 
ed to add 1y Opinion, I ſhall not 
Som yo ky.*that a Man ought to travel at ſevera) 
frpires -4ſ6ris t0 the ſame Toutt, to be well 
alldr'd of '} mecit"and that he has penetrated 
inco The Maxims'shd'Condu& of it. | 
Let ady-onehody after this, whether Impatience is 


not ah! "Iavintible Obſtacle To Curioſity, and how 
great a diſadvaiitage* they/muſt be under, whoſe too 
- great Vivacity precipitates ?em, and: whoſe warm 
Temper expoſes *em rather to the Cenſure than 
procures Um the Confidence of foreign Nations. 
'Tis fill much worſe , when 2 Man has not ſuch 
a politick"undetermin'd poſture- of Mind as to a& 
with impartiality,”and'not to ſhew any prejudice or 
a” trong. inclination tothe Maxims of his own 
Country on | the'one hand, 'and"on' the other hand 
arindifference'for thoſe of others: © And this being 
the great'and-indeed-the original fault that Men 
_ into other*Countries, one can't too much ar- 
inſFit, *and'ſhew the danger of it. 
rerfal Reaſon, which "is the foundation of 
| that a Man of- Honor part from his 
ntry-uadetermin'd in his Mind, that is, fo 
tollearnof all Men according to the fore- 
wr _ ze. of the wiſe Man; Bona enim & 
wnibu tentabit ; He ſhall fry what 15s good 
- Fhat he may appear docile 
I ry 0 Mag as receive any one. courteouſly who 
wil ſis in fe dn any Information. *Tis not 
 vieleſs bo -dangerous ta-trovel without this 
a <iverſity- of Minds one meets 
u Prejudice, an 
ty. often ruins his 
: n, by every 
otherniſ irwprove the one and 


reſtore 
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reſtore the other. *Twas this that made the late 
EleQor Palatine ſay, That Man is a fool that goes out 
of his own Country. without bopes 'of returning with 
more 12 Wiſdom and Knowledg than what be carried 
abroad. | | 

- ,, This diſpoſition, being ſuppos'd will be followed 
by another, and that is; that a wiſe Traveller will 
never return" undetermin'd in kis Mind, as He was 
when Ie went out : But fully convinc'd what is the 
greateſt and moſt ſolid Advantage, with which he 
has had the addreſs to form his Mind in proportion 
to the Capacity he has, had of caſting abundance 
of differing matters together, only. to extra& our 
of *em what might contribute to his improvement in 
Knowledg, . + 

* This temper. of Mind is more eaſily ſpoken of 
than found; for the Mind muſt be moulded after 
an extraordinary manner to be capable of that do- 
cility which yac5 a Man at the. feet of others to 
learn their Inſtrucions 3 and ?tis next to a Miracle 
to find a Genius of this Character, . which is fix'd 
and ſolid enough to come to a determination in the 
midſt of ſuch a prodigions number of Maxims 
which all reſult from, Reaſon as their Principle, tho 
| the Effefts they produce appear ſo oppolite one to 
' another. And. again there is danger leſt this do- 
cility with mheh a Man prepares himſelf. in'going 
abroad, ſhould degenerate into Irreſolution, Eaſineſs, 
and ſervile Complaiſanceat his return.. - That which 
is to be ſeen in the. greateſt part of -thoſe 'who are 
willing to make too, Jeep and prying a ſearch into 
matters of. Religion in prejudice to the eſtabliſh'd 
Syſtems, who aed by their too curious Enquiries 
are broughr at1aſt to it looſe from all Religion, and 
die in this irreſolatjon of Mind, often happens to 


thoſe middle-witted Perſons whoſe Minds are traQta- 


ble it” appearance, but weak in reality, ſo that by 
ES T 3 the 
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| Tt : 'of the thany different Maxims of 
| they become uncapable of governing ; 
r Minds" are not. endow'd with a vigor 
| 'to melt down (all ſuch matters 
2 and to extract outyot fem only what pre- 
_ ciſely ſutes with the Governi_any. of the Country in 

"i ly pie ay. 6 
way every y ICC not on y. 2 reat.,man 
Travellers, but even Miniſters, of £Y and Am- 
, whoſe \Minds are fo fram'd, that their 
Heads, turyj round | inſtead of becomir firm and ſta- 
ble at the'a nce of ſo marly different Circum- 
ſtances and Meaſures. On. which account the old 
Prince Lubomirski was wont to fay, that ſuch ſort of 
Men are ſent abroad #0 learn .the* art of- being regular 
Fodls.'- Indeed ſuch Perſons appear fo lirtle furniſhed 
with "t the en RN Ideas of Policy, and fo deeply 
Epos yer wh [rnb one oryns ow mn 
try,*that their Weakneſs is diſcover” 

. almoſt' as foon as they begin to, talk: 
To ſpeak'yet- mo nly for the good of the 
publick Otis Orance that / determines the Judg- 
me Travellers; even before the Maxims 
oreign Countries are known *em, they go from 
home'ſo' full of Prejudice, that irs are reſoly'd to 


eſsd with greater Qpi than when 
6,0 : | nee it. Ones pt piſether that 
O ing becanſe of. prevention, 

and obſerve fo'm Tied that they can 
ive” Vas wr op 14 thoſe who have 
pStomachs than they bave natu- 
poſe the late Prince 
If theſe Travellers | 
1m Knowleag,- | 


eſume bey know every 
le of legrnitig, i is the $99 to be- 


And | 
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And Ignorance in this matter contains in it three 


reſpets, which the greateſt part of the World does 
not ſufficiently conſider, at leaſt they ſeldom or ne- 
ver unite 'em all together, The firſt regards the 
Principles of univerſal Policy ; which Perſons of or- 
dinary Parts almoſt perpetually confound with the 
actual Determinations of the Government of their 
Country. *Tis true, there are every where ſome 
Minds more ſublime and judicious, who go to the 
bottom of things, and ſeek. out means of repairing 
the Defeats of. the Politicks of their Country : but 
it generally ſo happens that Perſons of this Genius 
are feldom- advanc'd into favor, and meet with ve- 
ry little Reſpet&t in a State ; whether it be that they 
want Docility to accommodate themſelves to the 
Humors of 'others, or Submiſſion to procure them 
Patrons, or Ambition to puſh 'em forward. It was 
of this ſort of Men that the Duke of Parma once 
ſaid, They were of the ſame uſe to States, as Props to 
old Houſes to hinder their fall. | $54 
The ſecond ſort of Ignorance. reſpeAs Perſons of 
another Genius, who ſurpaſſing the former as well 
in Number as Authority, are in poſleſſion of the 
privilege of ſetting a value upon things, and giving 
weight to Deciſions that are made : and hence it al- 
moſt neceſſarily comes to paſs, that that is ſuppos'd 
to be. beſt-and trueſt, which appears to be moſt au- 
thoriz'd, and moſt generally receiv'd. , And this 
Miſtake is almoſt irreparable, if we take the mat- 
ter in genera], in as much as the number of juſt and 
ſublime Minds being every where very ſmall, and 
that of narrow Capacities al@ſt, immenſe in pro- 
jon.to the other; there is beMFeen both a ſort 


of middle-ſiz'd Underſtandings, to whoſe Deciſion 
thoſe of a ſubordinate Rank pay a blind deference, 
which produces that publick Impreſſion which ob- 


tains on the generality of People, that ſuch as fill 
'T 4 the 


£ 


' is often 


_ Spatiiards. have ent 
| Feaſon of the atFug 
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Ke firſt places-in'any .Governtnent, are ordinaril 


32 
the wiſeſt and ableſt. Men. 


nd able This popular Opinio 
ard, without Contradietion: and this I 
Y-nce encreaſes the number of the Suftrages that are 
given, 'em, by which means People are confirm's 
and rivetted 1n their Ignorance, 

The Dutch with ſome appearance of Reaſon va- 


lne'therfſelves upon their ſcrupulous care of ayoid- 


ing the firſt of theſe Inſtances, of National lgno- 
rance z becauſe they.indeed apply themſetves more 
than any other Nation to dive into the, Principles 
and ſpecial Uſes of univerſal Policy : And we de- 
fign hereafter to ſhew what is their Motive, and how 
{t is ſupported, in a Treatiſe. of. the Politic Genius 
of the United Provinces. But they have too little 
Hrmneſs to keep *em from falling into the fecond 
Error, which will always mightily check the Projeds 
they lay im particular Determinations. 

On the contrary, the Spaniards very ſtupidly fall 


' Into all the faults,of the firſt Miſtake by their negli- 


gence and contempt of-the Principles'of Univerſal 
Policy, which they {cem not to know, bur only ſo as 
to appropriate. them to themſelves without any di- 
ſtinction-of Attions, Ferſons, Intereſts and Obſta- 
cles, which foils*em at every turn, and defeats *em 
nh Tredtues But they preſerve among, 'em the 
liberty of ſpe ing with firmneſs of Mind about 
pvblic Affairs againſt the ſecond Inſtance of Natio- 


« 


nal _ nce; and therefore the. Duke of Holſtein 
Plyen ſaid one day at Vienna with a great deal of foli- 
dity ; By-tbe firſt courſe the Dutch will ſupport themſelves 
a great while, but never advance very far : Whereas the 
to do. to fuſtain themſelves by 


Þut .if ever they come to recover themſelves, they can't 


| fait of making @ very groat advance: 


The 


refs of their preſent Situation 
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The third reſpe& of this National Ignorance 
proceeds from the Indifpoſition Men are in to know 
| others, by reaſon of the little ſincerity and appli- 
cation they uſe to get the knowledg of themſelves, 
which betrays *em into frequent Miſtakes, and oc- 
caſions *em to take the Faults of a Nation for the 
Genius of it, and the Art of augmenting thoſe 
Faults (inſtead of mending %m) for Motives of- 
governing it. Nay more than this, Men are wil- 
ling to miſunderſtand their own Properties*which 
might be cultivated, and by that means negle&t the 
agony by which they might continually reQify 
them. | | 
Perhaps theſe Metaphyſical AbſtraQtions will not 
ſute every body's Palat; but I have already de- 
clar'd that I ſpeak in general without making a 
particular application of things, and 'am unwilling 
to offend any one. However 'tis certain that every 
Nation has its faults, its ſingular qualiries, its bright 
and dark ſides; and if an Inſtance of this be de- 
ſir'd, the love of Riches* will one time or other 
ruin the Dutch, but the indefatigable Induſtry they 
are capable of to acquire Wealth, will be their 
ſupport a long time. Ambition is a fault in the, 
French, which may run to dangerous Extremes ; .but 
their Valor and Adivity will ſerve a great while 
to ſuſtain em. | 
To avoid being ignorant of any thing that relates 
to this, both theſe are to be throughly conſider'd, 
and exaQtly balanc'd one againſt the other ; and'a 
Man ought to be convinc'd by himſelf which fide 
has the greateſt weight, either to do the moſt. 
Miſchief, or procure the moſt Good, But in good - 
earneſt do Men uſually begin their Voyages with 
| ſucha preliminary Knowledg as this? And yet leſs 
 - than this will not ſuffice to travel to any pur- 
* poſe; and for want of this Diſcuſſion, Men carry 
nothing 


34 T\ he = of Trevalline 
nothing but Jgnorance with them into For 


eign 
Coun... | 1.55 4 ney 
could. advance'a great deal-on this Head, but 


oduce only two Examples, which ma ſ 

ruct others, and 'tis in what I have uk Wit. 

4 wy ſelf. 
Fa C L 


ain Gentleman that made a,good Appea. 
| ba ANPErent: Recommendations (a 
Fatal elp in a-Foreign-Court: when a Man has 2 
the art0 of ſupporti them well by his own Condud ) 
was.ask'd by.a of: State, What was the oc- 


_ calion of his * Travels, becauſe he ſeent'd to be of a 


weak hw rs and - confiderably advanc'd in 
Years, therefore, probably had Cane particular 
deſign in- view-'. The Gentleman ingenuouſly an- 
ſwer'd : Sin, Itravel to acquaint my ſelf with Europe, 
and to take er to make my bwn Country 
acquainted with jt. The Miniſter replied; Jf the 
Pencil that is to draw your PiGure of Europe is. like that 
with which you deſcribe your own Country, there will br 

ore Fancy. than Truth in your Originals, Sir, I can 

keve :{xeturn'd the Gentleman) that there are 


* more perfet# ones than' thoſe I bave left in my own 
ney, 2M on which the Miniſter roſe up and aid, 
r, : to me to be rather ſtruck with one certain 
" to bave a truc knowledg of things : ; youll 
n you anoft excel > Fave a cart 

ye by that in which you are moſt 


"1A, 5 , ranger, A caſt i into; ſo great a perplexity, 

waen ae compar'd>this Anſwer with the firſt Com- 
men ats of Eſtecm for his Country, and for the Re- 

mamendations he brought from f hogs that he was 

I plugd: - And thozhe would ſeveral times 

©: recoyer'd. himfelf, :and--endeavor'd by 
| vſtry and Converſation with. in- 
inform himſelf better than he had 
done ; 
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done; all ſignified, nothing bnt to give occaſion to 
have it ſaid to him at the end of: eighteen Months, 
Sir, you bad need to come and conſult us ;, you ſee a 
Alan learns much if he knows bug little when be leaves his 
own Country,;, and that be bas made no ſmall advantage, 
who bas acquir'd by bis Travels the art of Learning. 

The ſecond Inſtance is of one who was ſent with 
the Charge of a Negotiation to- a Court, where he 
had Orders to tarry only ſo long as was neceſlary to 
perform his Duty, and to wait for an Anſwer. He 
came and age in a Publick Houſe, where. he was 
complimented on the part of the Chief Miniſter by 
an Abbot, who found him ready to fit-down at 
Table, very much diſpleas'd at. the way of drefling 
the Victuals which was prepar*d according. to the 
guſt of the Country,: After the firſt Compliments 
were paſt, this Envoy could not help ſaying, What 
ſort of a: Country have you here, Sir ?' Here is not ſo 
good eating 15 1n other places where I bave been, and 
nothing near ſo good as at my own Table, Sir, ( ſaid 
the Abbot) Aden reaſon bere as they ought $0 do, but 
do not much trouble their beads about the art of : Cookery ; 
that they leave to other Nations to carry to the bighe( 
pitch of PerfeGion they pleaſe. Whas (reply'd the 
Envoy ) can there be juſt reaſoning in'a Country where 
every thing ſeems out of order * At which the Abbot. 
roſe up and ſaid, Tou: ſhall-judg of our Country ( if - 
you pleaſe”) by your ſelves: and we'll refer our ſelves 
in this matter to your Opinion, provided you don's pre- 
ted, to ſubje(F ours to your pleaſure. © 

By the. recital of; this, fooliſh Diſcourſe of the 
Envoy, the Miniſter of. State had.a ſufhcient diſco- 
very of. his Chaxadter : the day following he came.” 
to his Andience, . where.nothing was diſcours'd; but 
State-Afﬀairs ; and as he was going out, ſays the 
Miniſter in a. tone of Railery : 'Be,ſure to get 4 good-' 
Dinner, Sir, and pray order your matters ſo as t0 _ 

| wit 
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with me to "The _Enyoy did not fail to 
come, and: oppoſit to him was \Plac'd one of thoſe 
ſecret" fe /00 F If! as wm as he 
"ns" A ut regard to tis 

of Ge TRE abenr, 
direRty. He" was magnificently 'regal'd, and at 
the time\ when the Table allows a liberty of free 
; "Well Sir, Jays this Cenſor, how. dy: 
 # Dey s rothing but Magnificenc 
ſays the Envoy ver by whert, but yet bere”'s one thing 
wantin | - to which the. | cr Fittily replyd; 7 i 
7 | jon, "we 'can do well enous 


$ Envoy. was not” 'fong enough at this 
vnove mower by it :' for when he left 
diſpleas'd with it, that by 
his , he gave occaſion to *em to 
noche a thou and ways, that they were 
jat as much diſguſted wit him, Art his re- 
pmade a ridiculous Deſcription of this Court: 
'hac need” take care what they ſay, for 
appen'd" to be*a Stranger in the company 
[ ? idainful Reply : If your own Coun- 
: ule by furniſh you . with common 
ed that, a Court which you 
teach you what you bad 
L ms Is Repartce was- carried 
this )Envoy had. given fo 
| and tis -certain' he' a long 
1 the greateſt Fool that ever was 
| pobli ” ay Theſe Ire 'the 
no nd'a fottiſh Prejudice. 
_Fnat 1s never” to be Jearn'd in Trayelling which 
$ 1Uppogd' a wellbred Man ought 'to know be- 


7 are fo link'd' together, that 
the former, renders himſelf ri- 
© - diculons 


For the Principles 
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diculons when he ſpeaks, to lignify ſome unjuſt Pre- 
ference that he makes in it. 

The confounding of 'a perſonal Determination 
of a Miniſter of State, together with a National 
Determination, is a ſecond Stumbling-block, againſt 
which the greateſt part of inconſiderate and raw 
Travellers break their Shins : Who when they are 
Tpoken to about the. actual Symptoms of the Go- 
vernment 'of their Country, on purpoſe to put 'em 
upon diſcourſing, if inſtead of intimating by a wiſe 
ae. ear they know how to diſtinguiſh the Ine 
tereſts and Deligns of their Country from the 
perſonal Motives of thoſe who govern it, which 
on that account determine them otherwiſe, they 
confound them both together, they paſs for Fools, 
and mere Butterflies, that always flutter about that 
which caſts the greateſt Light. And after. a Man 
has once made ſuch. a falſe ſtep, let fiim try as 
long as he pleaſes, he'll find it impoſlible to ſer 
himſelf right again in the Eſteem of Men of ſenſe, 
Railery will take its turn after ſerious Diſcourſe 
and the greater Expence he ſhall be at to intro- 
duce himſelf into good Company, the more ridi- 
culous will he appear to 'em. And if you tell 
theſe ſtapid Creatures, or (if you pleaſe) theſe 
pretended Politicians,. that they err. in the firſt 
Principles of Policy, they'll treat you as a ridi- 
culous and ' whimſical Perſon; nay ſome of %em 
have been ſo ill-tempRr'd as to endeavour to render 
a Man ſuſpeQted, for having'had reſpe& and kind- 
neſs enough for his Country to advertiſe *em. of 
their Miſtake. | 

The Faults of every Nation are known in all 
foreign Countries: Nay they compofe divers Axi- 
oms of *em, which are not altogether falſe; for 
after all, if they are not all of *em abſolutely true, 
there's ſomething in %em infallibly fo. And "Re 
| ner 


, tis certain who. 
goe hs po extravagant' Man, 
-of *Fr vvellir ; teaches a Man to keep 
ance -trom the Extremities of wholly 
lf confeſlag ſuch National Faults, 
2ally"s dangerous Io err on either hand, 
very few Perſons conſider : He that denies 2 
that, is. got 5 uted to. his Country, pulls an old 
pon an/wn irritating the People among 
| ſent, which muſt needs be 3 
| bn ence. , Nor is that Traveller 


by. at [0 nely to grant every Story that is 
on ntry ; for. tho he ſhould capti- 
| Tile ar Minds by this Air of Sincerity, 
get the Reputation of a Fop among 

"Tis ſtill worſe when a Traveller 
wit which his Country is reproach'd, 
ke*his turn immediately to twit that 


| ion im} ured to it in our Traveller's Country; 
for” this 1 is t6:ipſult over at their own home, 

and re. 5 Can't chooſe bur irritate *em. And 

the wiſeſt Men will diſapprove of any man's coming 

\ Into a Countr "uo reproagh it with .a Fault, which 


"tis we {Þ, a to E wk ht to have, = 
perſen ate 5 2 charge. What 
T & ? Why That which 
j will Ever teach ad Fl you negle& to 
rn | "eſp ore you ou leave _ own Country ; And 
t' 1s, udy well the Defedts and Virtues 
of your Comvry by "by ſetting em in Lil ag one 


at ſo you may oppoſe em oO 


* then muſt a Uan 06 ths 


no 
le 


_ _—_ me > requires to what is impnted to you, 3 
Fed, ſpeak of the gne,, without ſignifying any ling 
S for or r againſt the others, by entering into a parti- 


oh cular 
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' cular Examintion and. Confatation of *em. By 
this ConduQt yowl paſs ifForeign Nations for a wiſe 
Man, by. this means your Capacity will be known, 
and you'l be. confider'd and eſteen'd in proportion 
to the Knowledg you 'appear to have, 'and to the 
Advantage” others .may have of-learning by you 
to become acquainted with a Nation which perhaps 
they never deſign. to ſee. And fince' one Story 
{ . draws out another, that which you give concernin 
your Country wall anfallibly-procure you the knoW- 
ledg of the Nation where you are; and by" this 
Addreſs you'll eaſily: get' a ſolid underſtanding of 
what you came to ſeek, namely, the' diſcovery of 
the Genius, Policy, and Manners of 'a whole Nation. 
This is theProdud of Skill in the Art of Travelling. 
[11 give one Inſtance which formerly touch*d me 
very ſenſibly, A certain Italian being id Lithuania, 
one. of the principal Lords of the Conntry ſaid to 
him in Converſation: Whence is *t, Sir, that the 
Italians never forgive an Injury My Lord, reply'd 
the Italian, *tis becauſe they are never eaſily 
Now this being the great fault of the Polyſb and Li- 
thuanian Nobility, the Repartee was very witty, and 
as it ſeem'd to me, the moſt ſubtil and ingenious 
Cenſure that a Man could paſs on *em. The Lithua- 
nian Nobleman receiwd the knpreſlioh of it fo __ 
dently, that he even affeted to expoſe the fault 
of his Country yet farther, in making this return : 
Sir, ( ſaid he) we ſhould be as eaſily offended as you 
have been made to believe of w in your Country, if 
we could be capable of being diſpleas'd to hear the Truth 
told us with ſo good a Grace, He afterwards pre- 
ſented him with a Horſe, and order'd that he 
ſhould be conducted at his Charge from his Eſtate, 
which lies within two days Journy of Grodnaw, 
as far as Dantzick, whither this 1:alian had a mind 
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